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3 April

4 April

5 April

6 April

7 April

8 April

9 April
10 Apral

KIZL: 306th as &Oth "A" headed lst Division with 36 A/C including 6
PFF led by Col, Sutton; also 12 A/C including 1 PFF as high squadron of 40
UB\Ig S Thy target was a submarine construction b.sin in the dock area at
Kiel, Poor weather forceq the assembly altitude 1,000 feet higher than
was briefed, but no further trouble was encountered. ilach squadron
attacked the target. under 10/10 clouds, on separate PFF runs,

Enemy fighte orposition was nil, Meager low scattered bursts of A.A.
fire at Kiel caused no damage, :

FASSBEAG: 306th flew 36 A/C including 4 PFF as LO "C" led by Lt,
Hess, The target was an airfield located at Fassberg, Lead squadron
dropped on first run, but the high made two runs before bombing. The low,
after foliowing high over target twice, brought bombs back, Pictures show
lead and high on an ordance depot in small town near the briefed target,
8/10 weather conditions prevented gnod visual sightings,

No flak, no fighters,

JEIDEN: 306th £1lew 36 A/C including 4 PFF as 4O "g® led by Capt. Matzke.
9/10 weather conditions forced the group to bomb by PFF methods on the
small town of lleiden.

No flaw, no fighters,

Six 306th 4/C bowbed with other £roups because of difficulty in
assembling.

LuIPZIG: 306th flew e A/C including 4 PFF and < spares as LO "B led
by Cupt. Dorich, The target was the huge railway station in the center of
Leipzig., 10/10 cioud coverage caugsed the group to attack by PFF and
plotted scope photos indicate very good results,

No E/A opposition, Heager Lo muderate flak was inaccurate from Leipzig,

UESENDORF: Capt. Hubbell led the 306th as LOth "C" with 36 A/C including
4 PFF, The target was a group of instullations on the Vlesendorf airfield,
Bach squadron bombed visualiy, and pictures hhow briefed aimng point solidly
hit. Results wers described as excellent,

Meager A.A, fire from various places along the route caused no damage
to this group. No enemy fighters,

M: Ma jor Hulings led the 306th as 40 "A» with 36 A/C including
4 PFF, DBecause Buckeye reported target #1 to be obscurred by 10/10 clouds,
the group proceeded to #2 priority, the marshalling yards at Halberstadt,
L=5/10 coverage made it recessery for the. lead to start a PFF run, S
before bombs away, a visual correction was accomplished, High, with sickey
equipnent out,dropped off 1ead., Photos show both squadron patterns in the
tom. Low, on visual run, hit marshalling yars,

No fighters, no flak.

Mission Scrutbed,

ORANIFNBURG: 306th flew 36 A/C including 4 PLf as 40 "B" leq by Cupt.

Murphy, The tarzet wus a group of installations on the ajrfield at Orani enburg

a town north of Berlin, Excellent weather prevailed throughout the trip and
allowed each squadron to make a visual run. Lead pattern blanketed briefed
aiming point, and high followed suit, Llow bombs fell into smoke of lead.
Results were described as excellent,

No fighter opposition. No A.i. fire was encountered at the target, but
the formation was forced into Wittenberge flak by another group heading east,
keager fire was very accurate on the 306th causing the following damhge: Lead,
none; low, 4 severe, 2 slight, 1 down on continent; high, 3 severe, 2 aslight.

369th a/C, pilot Lt, Babin, was nit by flak at Wittenberge. tail
compartment was blown off, and the plne was lust seen heading west under
control, Lt, Babin bailed nis crew out east of m.‘m all retwwed
to Allied hands safely except Sgt. T.J. Rickerl, who was

R
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11 Aonril

12 ,lpl‘il

13 :\pril

14 pril

KSAILYURG: Capt. atzke led the 30Lh s LO "Cr yith 46 /¢ including
4 PrF, A tigh explosive fictory located ut k. ilburg wus the t.rget for tre
“4e all three squadron j«tierns fel] inte the wssigned turget wrea »nd
results ware ver: vood,

No fluk, no firhters.

issicn serubbed,

President Roansevelt'y desth on the eve of . 1lisd victory in Zureve
shocked the entire statinn this evening, .lthough operitions continued in
the usual af“irjent 1 diner, most of the base personnel. expressad deap
serraw at the possing of their lender. . iriaef cereriony was held at the
Cfficerts ", Vess noon neal 13 /pril, Pictured below are Capt, Z. E.
Sluester, Fost Irotestrnt Chaplain, Col. J, €. Sutten, Comanding Officer,
and Lt. Col. C. G, Ju, Croup Greind "Xecutive, in a short brayer at the
"A" Mess ceremmny,

IFULUNSTEH:  Major fesling led the 306th as 40 "a" with 36 /¢ ineluding
4L PiF. The g2 priority target, which the ereup attacked en Suckeye's
suzgestion, w:: a mirstallineg yard at ewunster. le:d Pittern fell inte
smoke of pravieus boubing, Hovevep high and low brmbardliers Chunved their
@iming peints to unhit rarts of the yurds, and photes show strices f'rom
beth squiarens on the tariat,

Ne flak, no fi:lters,

20YaN allllas It, Clasys led the 306th with 36 ./¢ including 4 PIF as 806 non,
The targaet wis a “reup of run positions ymer oran on the mouth of the
Garonne liver le.ding to Jordeaux. lieav: hanbers were being uved to seften
un the area before the inv-sien 0 the “rench, ledd and high petterns hit
in the nriefad ared; howsver the luw Houbardler synetrenized en Lhe wreng
Pateh of weods and his hewhs fell to the nerth,

Ne fluk, ne fignhters,
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14 joril tne of the wost unfertun te accidents in the historv of tre greup
A F
(cont.) cceured todav when a 367th alrev £t e shmd on the Isle of lLan on 4 non-

onerationil flicht to Lungfard lodee, Ire

Lie pline wis foupd, Cther Lemuers in the a/C, «l1 of whom were

Syuadron “perations, Tnily WBR, sierican Yead Orossg

g 18,
Lt. Parrish, Pllot, /¢ 1a Doupte, nivicator, L/oet.
Sgt. 2+1lion, ;'v.LQ"!'wuck., Timre were no survivor

Lt vsch,
. at.

—

where vedies of victims in the crish were Luid to rest,

“nd.  Lt. Vieille, pilot of the
ill-futed fortress, wss humpered O very neor visivility in the ares and
pProvanly was unable ko see the hiil on tim Southern tip of the Isluing where

in tne

So7the capt, Q. =, Cubnerly, Zyu.dron Ixecutive, Cipt, Butterfield,

pilet,
Cumalcvewski,

Picture shows nortion of tha cerencn” at Cumbridee cerican Ceietary

15 arril ZOYAN w20 ¢ kiaje licinney led tha 106th «s 40 "A" with 39 wfo incluaing

4 PTF and 3 spires. The taryet, in the soue :rea as tre Litkh, w
eunlacenent at the mouth of the Zrronne itiver northwest of Borde
conditions rersisted but & chunse in vround winds caused smoke f
bombing to ebscure briefed 306th aimin: noint., This necessitate
bombardier teo chinge his skghting to the brief'ad tarvet #2, anot
guns furtter dewn the oeuch., [a-d "ettern fell directly on the

another sreyn, drepm d to aeuth of low,
Ne flak, no firlters,

%S & gun
dUXe Visual
Touw oreview

d lead

her groun of
new selactien.

Low Rembardier likewise chanved his aiwdng peint and his bembs hit & 8]l
dock area on the acuth bank, Hish 84uadron, because of interference from

T
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16 doril

PLATIIIIGe Y8 j, Kesling led Lhe 30Gth 48 4O " " at the hewd of 1lst
“ivision with 38 +/C including & P'F ana 2 spures, e tarpet was a very
active marshalling rd at Plattling in southern “ermany. 'ith u?cfveu.ent
we ther conaitions vrrevailing, each suusdron atbacked visually. “letures
hew tie teroet completely covered by bursts from 306th beomns, titds wmission
bteing bne of t e nost successful in the eroup's colorful histoery.

No ...ae fir~ wes encountered, o ereny Uichlers wera seen,

Jammed marshalling yard at |
boubs found their mark,

‘lattling is seen just before 06th
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Tight concentrat._on of 306th bumbs cowers }

Lattling ma;shalling yard.
Remnants of the once active installation can

be geen on the following page.
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Picture from 92nd Group, which followed 306th inte target, shows :
extent of damage done,
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17 .inril LBETUTED 306th flew 39 A/C including 4 ”'F wnd 3 spares as L0 "7

18 . -ril

19 snril

«2l .-ril
23 -« ~ril
26 +pril

28 *-ril

29 enpil

30 xpril

led by funt, Hasse. The larpe narshel) ing vird in southern Nresden wgs
the tuirget for the day, Dense pergistent contrai1s and huze in the turset
ares cuused the lead borbardier, 1st Lt., Cldenburg, much diificulty:
however, he mun.yed & visual aighting wnd nictures show lead bomus on the
briefad aiming peint. Hiph bobed largely bv PIF, und p tiern fell to
north, “ecayse of peor visibility over rasden, 5 A0 ef tia 10w
Sqv ‘ronyunuble te see the lead drop, brousht bemus back,

le ©/~, loderate tracking flak in the target area caused the followiny
danzge: Tow, 1 slight; high, 2 slirht, 1 severs.

ROCENHRIM FaJ. “uie led the 306th us LO van with 39 ,./c including

L PFF and 3 sovres, . transformer and switching station on the warsnslling

vurd .at . senheim wug the turget, $-5/10 Covaersyie ower the tirvet LCloaec

visual bewb runs by each squadren, 306th bowbs coupletelv eoscured tie

briefed aining noint, and at least 2 exnlosions were renorted bv crews,
~eaper inaccurute 4. -, fire trucked the #roup from Hattenberg, U ce

low, 2 severe., Ko enemy fighiers,

L LYENRCRG:  lay, aulings led the 306th with 38 »/r including 4 ivj-
Tee-H and 2 TT g 40 Av. 4 marshelling vard in the small town of
Palkenberg was the tarcet fer the dav, lLeud, on secena un, and hign bemus
fell syuirely en airing point. Lew bemburdier, finding his sighting
affected by rrevieus 306th boumoing, crunsed the aiming neint te anotper
section of the town's railway svsten, Pictures shew the selected neint
well hit bv the low ufter its third run.

"o eneuy fichtars, Cne ./C from the low received Severe danage frea
Torgan during one of the 8quadren's turnsg over the turget.

Fissioen scruvbed,
kissien ~crubted,
_ Mssion Scruvbed,

Snecial ocerations hertuining ve the delivery of leaflet uzss-ces te
both eccunied ang liberutea wreas on the continent were assigned to the
369th Squ~dren on this dav, . briefsd wission of this sert #a8 scruvbed,

369th disvatched 8 /" on a sreciul jesfet misnion to tie Iollowing
objectives. 1 - Jarnheinm, "Ollir; ¥2 - “hecnitz, leipzig, Lardeburg;
3 - la Rache le, L Pallice; 4, - Lerient, st. Nazaire; #5 - d'leren;
#6 - Munkirk, The Huygue, Dordrecht; 47 - ‘usterdam; #8 - Utrecht, ottercua,
ALl 4/" dropned theij nickels «nd returned te base sufely. lo ebservations,

369th disnutehed 7 /7 on speciul lesflet mission to the le.lowing
objectives: #]1 . 1, Pailice, Ta ~ochelle; 42 < lesisnt, st. Nazaire;
43 - d'Oleren; #4 « Tessel; 5 « The Hague, Jordracht, Munkirk; #6 < Utracht,
Rottardam; 7 - recalled by 1st ,ir Civisien hecause of wauther, 11 etriep
/" dre;ved theip nickels »nd ~eturpad to base avfely
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> Month of auril
UAY
Prometions
15 April
25 ipril
20 pril

25 april
20 .pril
20 .pril
22 pril

nril

for the month ef ,prils

L. . Cerroll, 469 ~qusdren Houb#rdiar, te Captain.

1

.

Kesling, 367th Squadron Cemu«ndin: Officar, to Tt. rol.
Jo N. Hess, 367th Flight leuder, te i, twin.

~e we [OLB, Uroup beuverdier, $0 awjur,

he He Thayer, 368th _qu.uron Heiwerdier, to (aptuin,

He £e Unagruged, 368th Flight lexder, to Zaptain.

Pe . Wagner, 368th Cqurdren Navi-.tor, te Cantain.

Y. P, Nezett, 369th Flipght lrader, te "artain,
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Shown above are ordnance men of the 306th Bomb Group loading one of the
new rocket propelled, concrete-piercing bombs on to a torpedo 1ift.
Operating the crane tractor is Sgt. Steven Slimack, New York City and
fitting the 4,500 pound bomb on to the lift are (Foreground, Ledt and Center)

Cpl. Rocco Chiara, Jersey City, N. J. and Cpl. Clyde Blackwell, Frankfort,
Ky.
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The rocket-propelled bomb is wheeled up to the Flying Fortress "Salvoin"
"Sachem" by (left to right) Cpl. Clyde Blackwell, Frankfort, Ky. and Sgt.
John Chaperlo, St. Louis, Mo. These concrete piercing bombs were used
by the 306th Bomb Group in a successful attack on U-boat installations

near Vegesack on March 30, 1945,
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Instead of being put in the bomb~bay of the Flying Fortress, the rocket-
propelled bombs are loaded on to racks under the wings of the bomber, two to
each plane. Doing the loading are (left to right) Cpl. Clyde Blackwell,
Frankfort, Ky., Sgt. Jack Lazar, Imlay GCity, liichigan, Sgt. John Chaperlo,
St. Louis, ho., and S/Sgt. Harold Kadovitz, Denver, Colo.
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One of the least publicized units on the station because of security
reasons is the radar shop. Duties of this organization are many, the
most important being maintenance and modification of all H2Y radar
equipment. The department also keeps up a trainer for mickey operators.
Officer in charge is lst Lt. liorton Schacher. Records showed that 306th
maintenance led the Division in October, 1944.

Photo shows members of the 306th radar department. Shown standing
in the back row (left to right): S/sgt. liller, Sgt. Hensen, Sgt. Hudson,
Sgte. Rothstein, Sgt. Gillespie, and Cpl. Gaskill, Standing in middle row:
Cpl. Kurtzer, Cpl. Tammare, Sgt. Sternberg, S/Sgt. hoody, T/Sgt. Snavely
(NCO in charge of shop), and sitting: Lt. Schacher. Knedling in front:
Cpl. Runser, S/Sgt. Young, Cpl. hsche, S/Sgt. McKenney, and Cpl. Hatcher.
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Above photo shows Lt. Col. Js C. Chalfant, former Group Air
Executive, who completed his tour of combat operations in iiarch.
Lt. Col. Chalfant has distinguished himself highly while serving
with the 306th. Holder of the D.r.C. witn A clusters, CRBEEREED
B 2nd the Air ledal with several clusters, he hag participated
in the 8th Air Force's greatest attacks on the Reich. Lt. Col.
Chalfant commands the highest respect of all personnel on the base
because of his excellent personality.
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AN EIGHTH AIR FORCE BOMBER STATION, uNGLAND - Staff Sergeant Armand
N. Chrapathy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Chrapathy, 6227 Chesnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pa., is the senior non-commissioned officer in charge of the
Post Exchange at this veteran 306th Bombardment. Group commanded by Colonel
Hudson H. Upham, San Francisco, California.

In this capacity, Chrapathy is responsible for the ordering and issuance
of .such varied items as alarm clocks, cigarettes, toilet articles and candy
to every member of this station. The Post Ixchange also operates a barber
shop, soda fountain and a gift mailing service which enables the men to send
selected articles back to the States., The efficient and courteous service
which Chrapaty and his staff have given their customers during the long
months of the Ruropean Var has been a strong morale factor on tnis base.

Now im his thirth third month overseas with the pioneer Eighth Air
Force, Chrapaty entered the Armed Forces in February, 1942, 4 graduate of
Temple Uﬁiversity, Chrapaty was in civilian life, employed by the Paramount
Cleaners and Dyers, Philadelphia. His wife, Mrs. Yvonne Chrapaty lives in
Bedford, England.

Article by William C. Van Norman, Captain, Air Corps, Public Redations
Offiger of the 306th Bomb Group [H).
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3rd, KIEL, GERMANY The 306th led the lst Division with 36 4/C as the LOth nun
group to bomb Kiel, Uermany. Qur squadron sent 12 A/C as the high squadron,
with Lt, Vinslew leading, The target was completely overcast and all bomhing
was done by instruments, On the way in the Mickey eperator in Lt Vidnd ow's
A/C feund that higs set would not give g Proper return and the lozd was
turned ever to his deputy, Lt Heffman who made the bomb run, No E/A were
Seen, Our fighters picked us p over the North Sea and gave close sujport
to the target and stayed with us until e started eur let-dewn on the way
back, Six mosquitoes were ever the target ahead of us drepping chaff and
the fl~k was low and inaccurate when we passed cver the target, o A/C wms
| dama, ~ 1, Lt, Higgenbetham was forced to turn back before leaving Engla nd
when an engine went out, All 4/C returned safely to the base with no in-
Juries, Other pilots for the 367th were: Lts, ‘’®lls, Gooch, arks, Fa ten,
“iear, tdtchell, Scott,, Bargener, and Capt, Kornegay,

4th, FASSBERG, GURMANY The 306th flew 36 A/C as the 4Oth "C" group to bomb the
Fassburg 4/D, Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the lead flight and low elemrent ef
the lead squadron with Capt, Hess leading, The target was ceve: 2 to
9/10 overcast, and enly the lead was able to drop, Lack of detail made i den~
tification very difficult but our bembs were pesitively identified as being
on and near the munitions factory at Unterluss with good results, Clouds
prevent identificatien of strikes at Fassburg but bombs away pictures geem
te indicate hits on the A/Ds- No flak or fighters were encountered; however,
one crew reported seeing a dogfight between P~51's ang an 5/a, Buckeye
also reported Jet A/C taking off from an AfD. P=51tg gave us close suppert
througheut the missien and we had ne 4/C returning early er in distress,
Other pilots for the 367th were: Lts. Fatten, Hahn, Pinchvack, L.J. Smith,
Bergerner, Verdick, Scott, and Higgenbotham,

5the ‘."BJ.DKN, GERVANY The 306th flew 36 A/C as the 40th ngw group te attack weiden,
Germany. Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the three high elements, Capt. Kornegay
and Lts, MeDenald and Hahn flew with the lead; Lts, Verdick, Higgenbotham, and
Marks with the lew, and Lts, Mitchell, Wells and Scett with the high, Lt,

Hahn was unable te find the fermatien and jeined the yiua ve vemb with them,
Each squadron made a Separate PFF run with unobserved results, There was no
flak and enly one E/A was seen, It was being chased by P-51's ang did not
attack t he formation, Lt, Higgenbotham was forced to land at Friston te re-
fuel before returning to the base, Ne 4/C was dumaged and ne Personnel injured,

6th, LEIPZIG, GERMANY The 306th flew 38 a/C as the LOth npn group to bamb the M/Y
at Leipm %‘F‘. Our squadren sent 9 A/C as the lead flight and low element

ef the lew squadron with Lt,. Kingsley leading, ALl bembing was done by in- .
struments threugh 10/10 cleuds with unebserved results, Meagre inaccurate
tracking on the bamb run was well to the left of the fermation and caused no
damage. Neo E/A were seen throughout the missien, Lt. Higgenbetham was forced
te land in France en the Way eut to refuel. Ne 367th pPersonnel was injured
on the missien, Other pilets for the Clay Pigeon iir Ferce weres: Lts, Parrish,
llahn, Pinchback, L,.I, Smith, Scett, Mitchell, and Marks,

7th, WESENDORF, GERMANY The 306th sent 36 A/C am the 4Oth nge group to bomb the /p
at Yesendorf, Germany, Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the lead flight and

element of the high squadron with Lt, Vinslow leading, The takeeff WaAS acc=
emplished inspite of fog and 8/10 low clouds. Thias broke te ghout 6/10 at &
target and all three squadrens made separate runs, The high was ferced
additienal runs due to previeus bombing ebscuring the aiming peint
finally had tn shift the MPI te an unhit hanger near the briefed aiming nte
Photes show all the buildings on the field well hit and severe damige was dope
to the whele instalation, Area Support was given by our PuSlts and only meagre
flak that caused ne damage was met, Lt. Mluchback was forced te returs early

g
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10th,

1)th,

13th,

when his #2 engine failed, All other A6 accomplished the mission without
mishap #nd returned safsly to the base, QOther vilots for the Clay Pigeon
Alr Forcs were: ts, Marks, Parrish, iiear, Lod, Smith, Gooch, Verdick, und
Bergener,

HALIERETADT, GERILANY  The 306th flew 36 ../C a8 the LOth "Ai" to bomb the X.'/Y
at Halberstadt PFF with last minute vigual serroctions, The high was forced
to drop on the lead as their PP} equipment was inoperative, Photes show
strikee in the built Up area. The low made & sepurate PFF run and photos show
strikes on the rcad inter-ectinn near the 1/Ys  Our squadron sent 9 A/C as
the lead squadron with , ., vieille leading, Major Huling of the 368tL flew
with hig as air commander. Mo E/A were seen and our fighters vave good 8up~—-
port t e tarret, Or the way back the leader was informed that one group
of fighters would ke unable to chow up; however, adeguate support was furn-
ished by the one renaining group, There was no flak on the entire route,
10/10 clouds covered the base at takeoff and broke to CAVU for a while aver
Germany but increased to 4 to 5/10 in the tarpget. area, No difficulity was
encountered on the mission and all A/C returned sufely to the buse, - (ther
pilots for the 367th were: Lts, Hoffuman, Scott, Pinchback, iear, LeDonald, d
Kerregay Miahn, and Herpensr,

CEANTSENBUNG, GERVANY The 306th sent 36 4/C az the 4Oth "B" group to bom:

the 4/U at @ranienbury, Germany, Dur squadron sent 9 A/C @5 the thres high
elements of the thres squadrons. An instrument takeofs Was necesgsary as

the base was coverad by a 10/10 light fog. The 4/C broke out at, 2,000 feet
and no further weather difficul ties were encountered, The target was bombed
visually with excellent results, All three squadrons hit the assipned aiming
point squatly and our photes show the MpI completely covered By bursts,

There was no flak at the tarzet but the formatien was forced too nesr litten-
berge whare meagre sccurate tracking dumaged nine of our A/C; fertunately no
one was injured. Cne A/C of the 367th had its tail shot away and the crew
was forced te tuil out. Most of them have since returned, o E/A were s een
and our fighters rave excellent support &fter being vectored in by Nuthouse,
All of our A/C returned safely to the base, Pilots for the 347th wejwa: Capt.
Kornegay, 'ta, Gooch,L,J, Smith, Viells, Verdick, Shepard, sergener, ‘lear, and
iarks,

YRATBURG, GERMANY The 306th flew 36 /C as the LOth nen groenp teo bomb the
erdnance depot at. Kraiburg, Germanys Our squadron sent 9 4/C as the lead
flight and low element of the low squadron, The bombing was visual and ex—
cellent, Each squadron made a geparate run and placed their bombs squatly

on the t.rget aiming point causing violent explosions, No K/h were seen and
there was no flak at the target., Four A/C in tha lead were damaced by meagre
accurate fire frem Stuttgart, None of the Clay Pigesn planes suffered any
damage and all of the groups A/C returnad safely to the base, Pilets fur the .
367th were: Lts, Kingsley leading, Parrish, Bergener, Pinchback, lear, Scott,
Marks, McDenald and Capt, Kernegauy,

NEIWUNSTER, GERVANY The 306th flew 36 4/C as 4Oth "4" to bomb the W/Y at.
Neumunster, The C[nq' Pigeen Alr Force sent 9 o/C a8 the lead flight and low
element of the high 8quadron lead by Capt, Kerneiay. Cur bombs campletely
blanket the target and the othar squadrons are very close by, Swoke from
other formations beombing preWented axact pin-peinting of all atriken,
Neumunster was the secondary and the decision to hit it was made when buckeye
reperted poor weather conditions at the primary, Bad Kleinen. No /A or flak
was met on this mission and flghter support was furnished by the 4th fighter
group. All of our A/C returned safely to the base, Other pilots for the
367th were: Lts, Bergener, Parrish, Goock, ells, L.Je Smith, Verdick, GelL.
Smith, and Scett,
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14th,

15th,

16th,

17th,

18th,

ROYAN ARZA, FRANCE The 306th sent 36 A/C as the I.Ot.g "o gro p to bomb the
German held area at the mouth of the Gironde Lstuary m—'pﬁt SOrviRg borueaux,
ineir presauce nere nas prevented the use eof the pert and has proven & hin-
derance teo supplying ef southern France, Our aiming peints were centered on
the gun positions here and the raid wias seen to soften them up bafore the
ground forces went in to take the area, Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the lead
flight and low element of the lead squadron with Lt., Claey's of the 368th
&s air comnunder flying with Lt, Kingsley, The bombingwas visual and our
bombs walked directly across the briefed aiming point, There was no flak,
or E/A seer and we were not briafed for f igbhter support, All of our A/C
returned ..damaged, Other pilets for the Clay Pigeon Air Force were: Lts,
Heffman, G.L, Smith, Finchback, Shepard, Bergener, !/ear, Marks, and ijells,

ROYAN aiBA, FRANCE The 306th sent 39 A/C as the 4Oth "A" greup te bomb gun
instalations at the mouth of the Gironde as a follew up of yesterday's mission,
Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the three plane high elements of each squadron,

Lts, Verdick, Hahn, and L.J, Smith flew with the lead; Bergener, Pinchback,

. and Shepard with the high; and vear, Jlells, and G,L. Smith with the low,

Bach squadron made a separate run and hits were observed on gun positions,

The sky wae cloaudless but a change of wind, smoke from previous bombing, undg
ground haze nade turgst, identification very difficult, No flak or 5/a were
encountered; however 2 few bursts were observed from Ile De He, No damage was
sustained, All of our A/C returned safely to the base,

FLATTLING, GERMANY The 306th flew 38 ./C as the LOth w,n group to bomb the
VY at Plattling, Germany, kajor Kesling our C.C., lead the group 1lying
with the 368th, Our squadron sert 9 A/C as the leud flight and low «lement
of the low squadron with Lt, Kingsley leading, Lt, Pinchback flew spare and
filled in the low teo fly the mission. The bombing was visual and excellent,
The lead bombardier's reported that they were unle tc pick up the turget
miles away and our photos show all the bombs in & tight pattern cn the Ny
which was filled with traffic at the time, Ko flak or 5/A vere seen and all
of the planes completed the mission undamaged, (ther pilots for the Clay
Pigeon Air Force were: Lts. Hoffman, G.I, 2pith, 3cech, Shepard, L.dJ, Smith,
Uitchell, vells, and Hahn,

DIESDEN, GTRIANY The 306th flew 39 A/C as the 4Oth wgn group to bomb the /Y
at Dresden, Our syuadron, lead by It, Kingsley, sent 9 A/C as the lexd flight
and low element. of the high squadron. Lt, Hahn, flying spare, filled with the
squadron to fly the missien., The weather was rood except in the target ares
where a 10/10 cirrestratus layer bung just above the bombinyg altitude, Haze
“nd dense persistent contreils made air to .ir visability Epoore - Frem the

I.Pe to the target our group was interfered with by other formations in the .
area and this made a suceessful bomb run very difficult, The lead was able
to bomb visnally and the high made made a FFI' run with a visua) co-rection,
The low was thrown off course by another group and due to a miss understanding
seven 4/C drepped at the wrong time; the remaining five brought their bombs
back, Mo 3/i were seen ind moderate tracking flak for 2 minutes in the target
area damuged two of our A/C, Sgte JeEe Sperling, radie eperator for Lt, Sheparc
was wounded but his recovery is assured, all the A/C returned to the base,
Other pilets for the Clay Pigeen Air Force were; Lta. Heffman, Pinchbuck,
Geoch, L.J. Smith, Mitchell, Marks, and Scett,

M The 306th flew 39 i/C as the LOth "B" group to bembd the
/Y at Resenheim, Germany. Our squadren sent 9 4/C as the lead flizht and
low olement of the lead squadron, Lt, L.J. Smith flew the lead and Major
Buie of the 423rd rode with him &s air commander, Goed weather prevailed
througheut the mission and =ech squadron made a separate visual run and al}

three hit the LpI causing large explosions, There was no E/i seen and the

SECK
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only flak encountered camas from licnt guns in the meuntains near Hattenberg,
Two A/C in tho low squadron were damaged, All of our planes completed the
mission safely, Qther pilets for the 367th were; Lts, Heffman, G,L. Smith,
Geoch, Pinchback, Marks, Mitchell, MacDonald, and Hahn, Lt, I'.K Shepard,
flying spare filled in the hole and flew with the lead,

19th, FALKENBUHG, GHRVANY The 306th flew a8 ,‘/C 48 the LOth nan group te bomb the

WY at Falkenberg, Germany, CQur squadron sent 9 4/C us the three high elae
ments of the squadrons, /e also flew one spare 4/C that flew with the lead
squadron %o ¢ emplets the mission, Lts, Mitchell, Smith, and Larks flew with
the lez : Shepard ‘/ells, and Hahn with the high; and Verdick, Hills, and
Goech with the low. Lt. Schultz flew the spare 4/Co The sky was almost
clear and the bombardiers were able to set up their sights well in advance,
The results were excellent, There was ne flak at the target but when the low
squadron passed over Torgau one of our A/C was hit by meager tracking flak
and S/sgt. R.V, Bradley, .0. for Lt, Eills, ‘was hit in the wrist, The 4/C
was severely damaged but returned to the base, o E/A were seen and P=51tg
gave close support throughout the mission,

The mission ef the 19th was the 341et mission of this group and with
it we finished our tour of operations against the German Third iteich, The
last few weeks have seen the ground forces over run so much of Germeny that
the targets left were not really heavy comber targets. liost of our missions
for the month were essentially tacticul and the area in which we could op—
erate has steadily diminished until\ there was nothing left for us to bombe
The end of the war cannot Le fur distant,

On the 14th of the month Lt. Vieille tuok off on a practice mission
for Ireland te take a numbsr of men on pass there. On the way up the 4/C
ran into bad weather and crashed into the Isle of kan. ZLveryone was killed
instantly, With him were: Capt., Butterfield our operatiens efficer, Capt.,
Cubberly our squadren Ex, officer, and Miss Mmille Rea, liiss Rea had been
statiened with the A,R.C. in Bedford for quite a long while and was well
knewn and liked by everyone on the hase., xlso in the 4/C were Lts, Liersch,
and Parrish; F/0 Lecompte; and Sgts., Gallion, Smalczwqald, Jones and Stdkrbuck,

Belew appears a photo of the guard of honer and the many friends at the
funeral ,
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On April 12, 1545, the President. of the United Stafes of Aneriga,
FEANALLw D, ROOSEVELT died and the impact of his death hit ihe nation
as almest no other disaster could have; just as his first objective was
about to be won, the defeat of Germany, he was denyed the joy of seeing
the day of celelyation. lost of the usual mourning rites traditional
with the army at such a time have been stayed in view of the war, 11
partied tave been canceled for a period and the flag will be flown at
half mast for a month,

Caj‘. DoF. Sheridan was transfered to the squadron en the 22nd as ix,
of 'icer, Kajor Keeling was transfered te group as jroup operation officer
#nd Major T.r, i.itt came in as squadron C.0, :

On-the 22nd Capt. ...J. Bowley was transfered to the squadron as opera-
tiens officer on the 25'l., X

The feollewing premotieons were made during april,

1st Lt, to Capty = = = J.N, Hess,

2nd Lt, to lest Lt, = ~ J.0, Viells, Mielvin Erecher, R.a. Lomas, F.}.
Ballish, Jei"s Kilwell, W,N. Demoray, JelLe Patteng

F/O to 2nd Lty = = = ~ L.F, Farvito,

SECRETY
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The 306th Group particivated in a total of 17 missions during the
month of april, of these, 15 were bombing rissions, the other two being
specisl lesflet oper=tions in which the 368th did not take part.
Favorable weather allowed the highest percentage of visual bombing for
many months and results in general were very satisfactory, ranging from
good to excellent on eleven visual operations. FKour of the missions were
PFF with unobserved results, Targets varied for the month, with railway
facilities, ordnance dumps, airfields, and dock areas being among those
attacked. Zn two occasions missions were flown against the German occupied
Royan ae- in France, These were tactical missions in support of ground
forces ‘attacking the pocket, Due to the rapid advance of allied ground
forces engulfing the heich, and the subsequent link-up with the Soviet
Army, many targets were overrun and no bombing nissions were flown by the
group after 19 April. as in past months friendly fighter support was
excellent, and the Luftwaffe was conspicuous by its absence.

A summary of each mission follows in chronological order:

3 april Kiel, Germany The 368th flew 12 4/C as the high squadron of 40 "B
composite group. The squadron was led by Lt. Claeys with Capt. Law as
deputy lead. Other 368th men were Lt's Zvans, Greer, Clocksin, altshuler,
#itcomb, McKinney, Butler, Swango, Burgess, and F/C 1ffland, The weather
was 10/10ths and the #2 target Kiel was attacked by PFF; no photos were
available &s our squadron did not have a camera, P=51's gave close
supvort and no enemy air opposition was encountered, Flak was weager, low
and scattered at the target resulting in no damage. ’

4 April Fagsberg, Ge Gut of 36 4/C for the 4O "G" group the 368th put up g
A/C with Capt. Dorich leading the Low squadron. after making two runs and

finding 10/10ths cloud cover over the #1 target, the low squadron brought
its bombs back not being able to find a target of opportunity within the
permitted area. The Lead squadron bombed on its first run, and the high
squadron on its second run. There were no E/A attacks on cur group but
several crews heard other groups reporting Ii/A in the area over VHF. -
There was no flak on our group.

Other Eager Beavers flying were Lts. Bvans, Burgess, Greer, butler,
Hartshorn, Witcomb, Hales, and Clocksin,

5 april veiden, Germa The 368th flew 9 4/C as High syuadron of the 40 "B» group,

; although the weather at the target was from 7 to 10/10ths all Syuadrons made
individual PFF runs without visual corrections. VYieather conditions prevented
pilots Clocksin, Greer, and Effland from making rendezvous. Clocksin and
Greer bombed Ingolstadt with the 92nd Group, and Zffland flew and bombed
with the 351st Group, There was no E/A opposition on this group and

there was no A.a. gunfire. all a/C returned safely. Lt. Dobbs led the

High squadron. Other 363th men were F/C iffland, and Lis. Zvans, Greer,
Clocksin, Cohn, Capt. Law, Burgess, and Butler.
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7 April

8 April

10 April

11 April

Leipz Germany The 368th flew 10 A/C as Leud of a total of 38 for the
40 "B" group, The #2 target, Leipzig, wac covered by 10/10ths cloud and
#is bombed by PFF, each squadron making a seperate FFF run with no visual
corraction. There were ro fighter attaclws on this group and P-51's gave
us close support throughont the mission, There was meager tn moderate,
inaccurate, tracking flak well off to ths left in the target ares for

3 minutes before boambs awsy, Lt. Clueys led the group and other 368th
men fiying were Ltg, Swango, Hales, Greer, McGinnis, LcKinney, Capt.,

Law. Cohn, Witcomb, A1l A/C returned safely,

Wesendorf, Ga The 368th put up 3 ships as high element of Lead,

Low, and iigh squadrons comprising the 4O "CY group, We bombed the ‘1
target. visually vith excellent results, The pattern covers all installations
on the northern edze of the field, centered on the briefed aiming point .
ihere were no E/A attacks on this g¥oup. A few bursts of light A.A, fire
were observed well below the formation at the target. All A/C returned

- safely without fiuk damsge, Eager Beavers flying were Capt., Law, and

Lts, Effland, McGinnis, Witeomb, Hartshorn, Cohn, Swango, Burgess, and
Eutler. ;

Stas: Leo The 368th put up 9 A/C as Low squadron
of LO "A" group ang dajor Hulings led the grouwp, The Lead squadron
bombed with & visual correction and high squadron dropped on the Lead,
The low squadron started a PFF run but the bombardier took over visually
when an opening in the clouds allowed identification of the L7,

Strike photns show our puttern directlr on the aiming point selected,
namely, the intersection of the highway and the 1/Y, There was no
Tighter opposition and no flak, ALl A/C returned safely, 3o8th men
flying were Lt, Dobbs leading, and Lts, Bvans » Lykes, Hartshorn,
Clocksin, McKinney, Swango, Burgess, and dale,

{ burg . Gi The 306th flew 36 A/C of which the 368th syuadron
put up 9 as LO WM high. The #1 target was attacked visually in elear
weather with excellent results » OUr squadron blanketing the assigned
target. There was no fighter opposition wng P-51's furnished excellent
support. throughout. the mission, There was nn A.A, fire at the target
but we were forced intn Wittenberge flak by another group for 2 minutes
suffering damage of 3 severe and 2 slight. Lt, Claeys led tha Eigh and
F/O Effland flew deputy lead. Other 269th men were Capt. Law and Lts,
Evan®, Forsyth, Clocksin, “itcomb, YNeGinnis, and Cohn, 411 4/C returned
safely,

Kraib Gor: The 368th led the 40 "C# group of 36 A/C, the squadron
flying 9 ships, There #as no eneny air opposition; and there WAS NO Mok,
fire at the target, There was wenger accurate tracking fire from Stuttgart
on the @ay in causng damage of I, slight in our squadron. e attacked
the #1 target in Cavu weuther and photoc show hits on tha briefed aiming
point with the muin weight of ths pattern slightly N&. The low bombs

fell directly on assigned LPI, and the High banbs fell into the saoke

of Lead and Low, All A/C returned safsly, Capt. katzke led the group,

Lt. Swango fley deputy lead. Other Hager Beavers were Capt, Law, and

Lts, Altshuler, Hales, Cohn, Jonos, Butler, and Burgess,
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13 april

1 April

15 April

16 April

17 April

Neumunster, G L The 368th put up 9 A/C today as high elements of
Lead, Low and Hagh squadrons, The group put, up 36 A/C as L0 A, ¥
attacked Neumunster /Y #2 targst in almost clear weather, sach squadron
making an individual run, Pictures show hits of the Lead on or very
near briefed aiming point, Because of smoke in target area the Hizh
changed its aiming point angd blanketed the north end of the /Y, Tne
low squadron also changed 1ts alring point to the south end of the /Y,
Shortly after the target "b" force called our leader and commented on
the excellence of the 306th bombing, There was no E/A opposition on our
group, Also, there was no A.A, fire on this group, 368th men flying -

were Lts, Swango, Clocksin, ¢ nes, Hales, Sykes, Burgess, Forsyth,
F/0 iffland, and Capt. Law, A/C returned safely.

Roy Area, France Tha 306th flew 36 A/C as 40 "C", the 363th flying
9 A/C in low squadron with Lt. Dobbs leading, This mission was directed
against the German pocket of rssistance above Bordeaux, the targets
being strong points and gun emplacements in that area, Our squadron
risidentified its &iming woint and synchronized on the wrong patch of
woods which was north n® ths briefed aiming point. The lead's pattern
walked acrocs its aiming point and the high pattern hit sliphtly short,
We had no fighter support today., There was no 4,4, fire. Seversl
crevs report seeing a lone JURR between the IP and the target, A1l
A/C returned safely. Capt, Law, F/0 cffland, and Ltg, Hartshorn, Cohn,
Forsyth, Butler, VcKinney, ang Bigham flew today, i

Royan a, France The 3n4th put up 39 A/C and attacked the Royan Area
again, The 368th flew 10 A/C with lt, Claeys leading the Low squadron,
The weather vas clear over the target and euch Squadron nade separate
visual runs attacking #2 targets in the area with good regul*s, There
wsS o fighter oppogition; mo Support was ordered for this nission,

All 4/C returncd safely, Other 368th nen flying today were Capt. Law,
and Lis, Sykes, Butler, Bigham, Clocksin, EcKinney, ifales, and
Altshuler,

Plattling, magx The 306th flew 38 A/C snd attacked the L/Y at
flattling, the #1 target, Pictures show that the bomb patterms of all

2 squadrons were so nearly on the same briefed &imng point that only a
few hits can be seen outside the pattern. There was no fighter opposition
and no A,A. fire was encountered o observed by this group, ie flew in
the lead today., sager Beavers flying were Capt., dorich, and Lte, Dobbs,
Cohh, Hartshorn, Bigham, Butler, Viitcomb, Altshuler, und Lykes,

Dresden, G@% The 306th put up 39 A/C as L0 wgn mup attacking
Dreaden, The 368th flew the 3 high elements of Lead, low, and High

of at least one of our squadrons. The lead rude a visual run, the High
mace FFF run with a visual correction. The low started a PFF run but
wae forced to change course twice to avoid other formations and vhen
turned or'f to make a second run, In the confusion the deputy thinking
the Leader's bombs had dropped released his bombe and 7 A/C of the
squddron dropped bombs on him. low leadsr then decided not

second run., The Lead bombs hit the aiming point. Thotos indicate

AUREY
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High hits in
Jets were roported in the area,

and tracking for about 3 minutes,
Hartshorn, Weicer, F/O iffland, Co
Altshuler, and deGinnis,

L/Y north of the rivar, Ti
A.A. gun

18 April Rosenheinm The 368th put up
group today, led by Lt, Martin,
making a s «rarate run on the M/Y, Photos
and the low pattern overlapping the first
opposition was encountered and P-51"
the mission. 2 A/C in the low
encountered meager,

It had the appearanc
t 10000
we were flying at the tima,

on the mission were Lts, Yidtecomb, Burg
Heles, Marks, Bighem, and F/0 Effland,

Falkenberg, Germ The
with I+, Clueys leading, 306th group put
cumulus in the target area
Our squadron, the high drop
8squaraly, Lea
other A/C and

19 April

There was no A.A, fire &t the target,
Pilots flying today were Lts, Sykes,
Bigham, Burgess, Hales, Vielser, and Marks

The follewing officers, with the
tour of duty and departed for the stat
operations office
Sandercock, Schwa
_Purnell, Evans
Gil‘lisﬁ » and\Haws

o

a8

Haining, llepple,
) fdubinstein, Jone

T

DN

The following Lts, were assigned and
month of april, 1945: ., Bigham, G. VW
ielser, G. Udley, W, Latscha, L, Marks, F
Runner, H, Nebeker, H, Few, J, Deterding,
Smith, J, Dougherty, i, |

The foll owing recei

R. Thayer, H, Undervood, and P, Wagner,

The follwoing men
Dorman, F. Ureer, R, liartshorn,
HcKinney, J. Shook, H, Altehuler, J,
Hales, I, Himt, R, McCutchan, D,
¥eColley, 5. Schoenberger and L

> =

S RET

1er'e wag nn air o

ZBagor beavers flying
hn, Burg
ALl A/C returned

10 4/C of ths low squadron nf 40 "Bw
Bombing was done vis

8 provided
squadron were
inaccurate trecking fire

feet beeause o
A1 A/C returne
ess, McGinnis, Lett, Forsyth,

368th flew 10 A/C in 1,

each squadron made a s

ional rins also hitting

™as no fighter onposition and friendly fighters
All A/C returned safely,

iartshorn, KcKinney, Clocksin,

r), Capt. J. Law, Capt. L,
by liolder , B;

ltkiﬂ!, De Ku

ved promotings from lst Lt.

were promoted to lst
G, Howe,
Burgess, J. Dutler
ciinnis, i, Mura,
« Thompsgon,

pposition although
arget was modarate
toduy were Ltc,
983, Forsyth, Witcoab,

saf ely )

fire at the t

ually, each squadron
show lead &nd High on MPI

two eyuadrons, No fighter
good support throughout
danaged severely when we
from vicinity of Hattenberg.
light flak. Our true

f the mountains over which

d safely. Other 368th men

th squadron of 1,0 nzu group
A/C. With abont 1/10th
eparate visual run,
hitting the aiming point
f their bomb runs by
the aiming point. Thers
furniched close supnort,

up 38

exception of one, finished their

Capt. G. LaVack

(formerliy
Hisk, Lts, ) i

(o)

Joined the

squadron during the
esel, W. Zeck, R,

F. Ruseh, J, Lett o Ro
Co Sowers, Vi, Haiser, J,
iebster, and J. l'eard,

« Lowe,

to Captainsg

Lts.: L. Campbell, H, Cohn,
J. Jaeger, R. LeKashman,

s Go Dobbs,
Ge Faulkner,
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3rd

Lth

5th

The squadron 4- ) ot dn UL operational Westnn- liring the monih,
SeHOdng 3 hobul of TAges foon hhaas "fsclona. Dudng 'Fa period 2 4o 19
aprdl, 17 mission; wers i riafad ant 15 ymre complatad, upd g the
20 to °P a'ril; no onerqtisng) missiors ware fcwn 241 ush sever:tl were
briofad. The =-uudren want o several practice fl1izhts, Cnp thae 29th the

syuadron be:u  speciyl leaflats mispione e r~; ¥ ng newspapars and specisl

Ie~flets .- vitek, Jermar snl ficre, amsricen and .1liad prisoners of war,
a "iszion on +his ‘.pe operstion usnall: consicts ~f ope a/c zoirg ip Jeone
ot altitudes or S0 Dondiotin 2y30,000 fmet, depnndin: - flak, wiy do, st
otlter cpapcticnat profleams, Some of +ha rissions rave Mpntsr gupps # ket
lar~a m jopit. boye sunport, Craw: are recaiving no er-dt fo) some
OFf e Lo et 03 S5 s ut thore ars no complaints bac_uce thsy feel
that they are doing & wortuwile Job, contrivuting to the war effort, anda
at the saume time getting a chance to see at close range some of tue des-
truction orought on Gerian industry by their bonbing. Squadron spirit of
the "Fightin' gitin'n is no doubt highest on the field. This is due
partly to the hign Siuadron spirit always displuyed and partly vecause
the syuadron has a definite job to do whiie other sjuadrons are doing
nothing, or flyin.: "flub-dubs "

KIS

The 306th led the ist Division with 36 a/c including 6 PFF as 40th
"A"; also 12 a/c including 1 (¥F as high squadron of 4Oth "B". Colonel
Sutton, C..., of the group flew lead with Captain Hubbell and a crew from
the 365th. The entire lead syuadron of 12 a/c was nide up of 369th a/c
and crews. The group attacked the uock area at 1diel with each Syuadron
making separate PFF run. Strike photos show no ground detail but scope
photos show bombs in the dock area just north or the briefed aiming point.,
“4e.d. gun fire was confined to & few low scattered vursta which diu no
damage. There was no fighter opposition. Pilots from the 369th were:
Capts. Hubbell and Kuenstler, Lts. Kearney, Snook, Chancey, ‘oods, Sendini,
Lomar, Christenson, lim sen, Schieb, and Youn, ;

FASSBERG

The 306th rlew 36 afc including 4 PFF as 40th "C".  The 36yth flew 9
a/c as high flights of lead; high, and low Sqyuadrons. The a/F buildings
at Fassberg were attacked visually through #=9/10ths clouds. The lead
syuadron dropped on the fipst run while the hizh and low Siuadrons mude
two runs. The high dropped on the second ruan but the lou, bombing lust,
founa 10/10ths clouds and brought bembs back. Photos show dense smoke ang
fire in woods from lead bambing, but hits from the high syuadron could not
be identified. There was no flak on the group, und no /. attacks. 1ts.
Lomar, Sandini, and 1/c Christenson flew in the lead, Lts, Chancey, Babin,
and Snook flew in the high; Lts, Lowar, Schieb, ana Fisher flew in the low,

JEIDEN

The 306th group flew 36 a/c including 4 PKF as 4Uth "B8", The 3o4th
flew Y a/c in the low Sydadron with Lt. Suith Iiing low lead, dendezvous
was made diflicult oy 10/10ths wiltilayer clouds; and, Lts. Sandini and
Collins, unable to fiud the formation, bombed Ingolstadt with the 92y and
379th groups respectively. There were no E/a attacks on the Group. There
was no flak. 3Zach syuadron made & YFF run and drogped on weiden. Capt.
Kuenstler, Lts. Tinkham, Schieb, Hansen, saoin, and Snook flew with the
low syuadron.
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6th

7th

oth

9th

10th

LiIPZIG

The 306th flew 38 u/c includimg 4 PFF and 2 spares as LOth "B', ‘he
369th flew 10 a/c in the high squadron with Lt. igder flying nigh lead.
Leipzig ¥/Y was att:cked througsh 10/10ths clouds by Fr. “lotted scope
photos show strikes on /Y and almost directly on the aiming point. There
were no fighter attacis on the ErOUp.  nene Bun fire was weiur and inac-
curate. Lts. fowers, Carakostus, Youny;, d.i.0oloins, Babin, Hunsen, f.S.
Collins, zrn. 2/ Christenson and crews flew other 36vytn ajc.

“ESENDCHF

Tha 306th flew 36 a/c including 4 FF as 4O0th "C", Installations on
the “‘esendorf ./ were auttacked visually with excellent results. The 369th
flew lead a/c plus 8 additional a ‘c in the leau stuadron. jhotos show
lead boumbs squarely on the aiming point. . few bursts of flak were ouserved
low at the target but there was no duamape. There were no E/. attacks on
the group although 2 or 3 le262s were cbserved making a pass at formations
ahead. Capt. iiuobell flew lead a/'c and with hiuw, Lis. Carakostas, nearney,
Lomar, frne, Youny, Powers, Sandini and ¢/U Christensen flew for the 36yth.
Lts. Carakostas and irne comoleted tours witn two gunners froi each crew
completing tours.

HALBERST.DT

The 306th flew 36 a,’c including &4 :Fi' as 4LOth ".n, wcabing was on
the #2 target, /Y at lalberstadt. The lead made & PFF¥ run with a visual
assist with the high squadron dro ping on the lead. The low started a
PFF run but the bombardier tooi over visually when the i/Y could be iden-
tified. Ihotos show lead and high strikes in the southern part of town
with low bombs on the intersecticn of the /Y ana hi hway. “here was no
fighter opposition and no flak. The 30%th flew high flights of lead, low,
and high squadrons. .te. Young, dabin, Woods, ..omar, Snock, .‘owers,
Tinkhaw, Sandini, and Ca;t. tuenstler flev forthe s,uaaron.

Ten wen frow the sjuadron were transferred tc the infantry.

The nission was scrubbed befcre take ofr,

ORANIGNBURG

The 3C6th flew 36 a/c including &4 irF as LULK "Bt Lt. Smith flew
low lead and Lte., Tinkhar, Habin, Fisher, .ods, tansen, icnieb, snook and
Capt. ruenstler flew cther 269th a/c. The target was the Cranienburg ../D
with aiming points on the runwavs. The taryet was attacked visuaily with
excellent results. There was no 5/a opposition and no flak at the tarpet.
The group was forced into wittenberge flak by another group, and the 3oyth
flying low Squadron, received the wu jor portion of flak on the group. Lt.
wood's a/c was hit b - flak, lost two engines, and suffered reduced power
on the third; hiowever, the pilot was able to keep the plune under cuntrol
and come back to base on two engires. The pilol received & slight hand
injury frowm flak, und the co-pilet, Lt. Uchomiid had a lurge hole torn in
his helmet but escajed unscratched. Lty joods ceived the Furple lieart
and has been recomuended for the Disting Flying Cross.

Lt. Babin's a/c received a direct hit in the tail section, probably
killing the tail gunrer who fell out, and teuring awa, most of the tail.
There was no oxypen left and no rudder coentrol. The a/c peeleu itselif out
of formation and went into successive stalls. The crew reviewed bail-cut
and escape procedure and left the plune at about 20 miles northeast of
Hannover at an altitude of approxinatel: 3500 feet. Lt, uabin landed in a
tree, climbed down, crawled into a ditch and hid. Luring the night he
walked with difficulty becuuse of an injured knee and hid during the day.
The next night he wuliced @y aln with artillery shells bursting so close that
one knocked him down, at abeout 1500 hours on 12 apd L he stopped a passing
Jeep, identified nimself, and was taken back to regimental head-uarters.

N

-~
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10th
(contd J

1lth

12th

13th

14th

Lt. Meguff, co-pilot, also landed in a tree and when he came down he
Jhid himself from soldiers and civilians until dark and then started walk-
ing toward artill ery fire. He was walking down a road near the lines
when 5 Giermans dame from behind, halteo him, took his gun, and hid hin in
the weods to await the arrival of .uerican forces. .hen tue anericans
were close ‘‘ciiuff's pun was returned and he took 7 Uerman prisoners, .is
captors, and tumed then over to the ground forces. ot

Sgte Zamiska ana Lt. Clementson landed very close Lopether and wnile
hidirg were surprised any captured by a German soldier and some civiliuns,
They were taken into town 4ano Lo 4 hospital where Lt, Ciementson's spraineq
ankles were treated., SELs, Luinn and «elillup were picred up by tne
ierrans and taken to Lhe hospitul where .t Clesentson and Sgt. samiska
were bein; held. (n 12 april, avout 6U Gerwans at the hospital surrenderec
Lo these men and were turned over the first waerican convoy @wovin, threusi.

“wts. Feriuson and Leutscn were last reported ip hos.itals on tne
continent, but the extent of their injuries is not known.

KRAIBURG

- The 306th flew 36 u/c inculding 4 IFF a/c as 4Uth "50, fhe Joytn
flew 9 a/c in the high suuadron with Lt. Lder i lead ung Lts. Powers,
Tinkham, Young, Schieb, jiunsen, “andini, P/U Curistensen and Capt. [ueustler
flyins other 369th a/c. jombing was visual on the Urdnance _epot with
excellent results. Pactos show iilgh squadron boubs s juarely on the briefed
alming point in the smoke of lead and low boubing. a viclent explosion
can be seen in Lhe urea of the boiab strikes. ‘There Was no B/. opposition.
There was no fluk at the target, but ieayer, accurate tracking: frow
Stuttgart accounted for slight danape to 4 afc in the Boup. There was no
damage in the sjuadpon.

ariefed mission was scrubbed,

NSUKUNC TR

The 306th rlew 36 a/c including 4 PFF as 40th "a", nine of wnich were
from the 369th. Capt. Hubbell flew lead a/¢ with Lajor sesling, C... of
the 367th. Lts. hearney, Sandini, Coullins, liunsen, Schieb, i'owers, Capt.
Kuenstler, ¥/0 Christensen and crews flew other u/c in the lead s uadren.
There was no fighter Opjcsition and no fla. on the froup. The g2 tarvet.,
Newsunster ) /Y was attacked visually when puc *®Je rejorted conuitions were
poor al the primary. Hits from the lead were on, no ver; near, the briefeg
aluing point with nost of the _uttern obscured by previous bombing.

ROYal ARE4, FHANCE

The 30Gth flew 36 a/c including 4 i¥F as 40un "C" witn the 3oyt
flying 9 a/c as hizh flights of lead, low and hish squadrons. Strony,
points in the Hoyan area pocket were attacked Ly neavies ip suprort of
grourd troops. There were no E/A uttacks and ne Support was sent out,
There was ne 4.4, gun fire. sach syuadron bouwed visualiy., chotos show
lead strikes across the uiming point, high siightl shert, and the low
bombs north of aiming point. Capt. Luenstler, Lts. «Oods, Fisner, ‘oung,
Sehieb, Collins, Tinkhau, Powers, und Sandini were nliots of 36yth aje.
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15th

léth

1%th

l&th

19th

24th

26th

2th

ROYAN afBa FitaliC § I
The J&Lh flew 39 a/c including 4 FFF and 3 spures as 4Uth "Af, Strong

polnts were attacked for the decond day in succession in the Huyan area,

The group attacked ;2 targets visually because the #L target was smoke ou-

scured from other bouvings., Lt. Callahan led the low syuadron and Lts.

Tinkham, 1oods, loury;, lowers, Coilins, Lomar, Snook, Schieb, Fisher, and

crews flew other 369th a/c. There was no E/n opposition and no flak. .

PLATTLING

The 306th flew 38 a/c including 4 PFF and 2 spares as 40th "4, lead-
ing lst Division. There was no /. opposition and no flak. poabing was
visual and excellent on the Plattling L/Y with each syuadron marking a
separate run. lead dropped Squarely on the aiming point and both ‘high
and low dropped into the original bomb pattern. it. Smith led the high
with Capt, kuenstler, Lts, Grunbles, iisher, iiikles, ioods, Toungz, s5nook,
and F/G Christensen flying other 369th afc in t he high syuaaron, :

DRESDEYN :
The 306th tlew 39 a/c includi ", 4 YFF and 3 sisres as LUth "Cr with
the 369th flying leaa a/c plus Y additional a/c in the lead Suadron. Capt.
Haase led and Lts. iearney, Gruuvles, Schieo, levoneid, Mikies, Hansen,
Collins, Snook, and Sandini flew other a/c. Flak was woderate Lracking in
the target area but there was no damape in the Leuct Sijuadron. Jets were
reported in the area but fione were seen. “The lead made a visual run on the
Dresden /Y, the j. turgel. Iictures show the strixes on the air.ng . oint
with wany strikes obscured Ly suore frowm previcus vombing .

QCSENHE IN

The 306th flew 39 a/c includi ng 4 FFE as 40th "5" o bouwb the loser~
heim X/Y. Each syuadron made a Sejarate run and ali vuubed visually. iwo
2/ opposition was encountered. _eager, inaccuri.te a... fire was en—
countered in the vicinity of tiottenberg. Cne 36yth a/e, "Iteady iegyn,
received severe fluk damuve. .ead bubs hit the i.". i., hizh oobs were
centered on tne Kolole, and the low patiern enveiocped nigh ama lead. .uts. -
“ouds, LeDonald and Sandini Ilew high flight n the lead; capt. wuenstler,
wbs. Lkikies, anu Cuilins flew nign riignt of the high; wts. Sehizu, Fisner,
and Urwwles flew higsh flight of thelow. ¢

FaLns osds :

The 306th flew 3¢ a/c includiog &4 ¥t /GoeH ang 2 I as 4Uun "4, ju.
Caliahan flew low .ead and Capt. .uenstler, ut. weed, Fisher, rowers, ,oods,
Schieb, iclionald, and Sandini fiew other a/c in the iow SGuadron. The low
squadron made three sejurate runs on the turget after being farced off the
run on the first attempt and was finully furced to Cliange the awing . point
because of swoke. Photos show strikes on the choke point of another L/Y
southwest of the briefed LR, 1.

Flight Cff'icers George C. Dickerson and M. ... Kurrasch were appointed
Second Lieutenants,

First Lieutenant lLaurence e Carroll, squaercu bonbardier was promoted
to the rank of Captain, ;

rirat Lieutenant 'alter ., Hozett, assistant operations officer, was
proscted to the rank of Captain,
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The 369th squadron has been siven the task of carrying ait special
leaflet mis:ions for the group, These mis . jons usually consist of 4 one
a/c formation droppring newspapers :r special leaf ete,

The first nickels mission wi. £31cwn toddy, Major McKirney carried tne
SHAKF newspaper tc i, :. L. and to the Buchenwald concentration camp at
Veimar, Lt, ‘oung carried Sy newspapers to Chemnitz, “eipziz, and
“rgdeburg,  German newspapers for troops were dropped as follows: M.
Powers on Laftochelle and ‘aPallice; st. Mclonald on Lorient and St, bazuire;
¥/G Christensen on St. George d'Cleron, St. Pierre d'Oleron, ieChateau
d'Clerun and wolus, Lolonel Uphan, comunding officer of the £roup, aropped
German newspapers at b.nkirk and Lutch newspapers at the Hague and Dordrecht,
Uutch newspapers were dropped oy st, 4isher on amsterdam and vy ., Snook
on Utrecht and Hotterdam, There was no flak or &/i opposition, .

30th The 369th dispatched 7 a/c on a special leafiet operation. The a/c
dispatched for “erman targets was scrubbed because of weather, but 6 afe
drouped leaflets in France and Holland as follows: Lt, Grumbles on 4a
fochelle and laPallice; tapt, nuenstler on Lorient and St, Nazaire; Lt,
Schieb on St, George d'Oleron, St, Pierre d'Cleron, LeChateau d'Cleron

and Dolus; Lt, “eed op 4uiderland, Costerend, (udeschild, Burg, and Hoorn;
It. “ollins on Dunkirk, Yorirecht, and the Hague; Lt, Sandini on ~nsterdam;
Lt. Mikles on fotterdam and Utrecht, M. “ozett was recalled because of
weather, There was no fiak nor eneny a/e opposition,
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The 423rd Bombardment Squadron (H) participated in a total of fifteen
operational missions, dropping 422 tons of bombs, during the month of april,
1945, one more mission than in April, 1944, eleven (11) more missions than
in April, 1943; favorable weather during the first part of the month made
visual bombing possible on eleven missions and brought to a temporary end
at least the bombing of Nazi lidlitary turgets. The squadron flew their
last mission on the 19th of the month, :

Targets included marshalling yards, ammunition dumps and airfields,

| The Luftwaffe remained grounded and no A/C were lost to enemy action, a4/C

#616 continued to pile up missions and now has a total of 118 missions,
The Engineering Section is to be congratulated in that there were no abortions
during the month,

The excellent results of visual bombing helped to make possible the en-
trance of the Russians into the Reich Capitol, the historical Joining of the
American and Russian Armies at Torgau, Geruany and the capture of Munich by -
the Allies, :

The world was suddenly shocked upon hearing of the Death of Preaident
Franklin D, Roosevslt, Iis suprems efforts during the war and preparation
for future world peace were well known throughout the world, Each individual
must assume an added responsibility in order that the 8pirdt he called up
will continue to influence the peoples of the world to maintain peace,

For the second month the 423rd led the other squadrons in the aircraft
recognition contest, Top squadron winners were Lt. C.L. Steiger and 5/Sgt,
Jede Lewis,

Many men are participating in sport activities and 5/Sgt. Herman Cothran
and Sgt. Alvin B, Cannon are giving valuable aid to the baseball team, Others
are participating in softball, volleyball, squash, tennis and handball ,

Officers continued to enjoy the dances at the Officer's Red Cross Club
in Bedford and the Z.k. attended the dances at the aero Club on the post,

SECHL!




e Yinr Diapy Ah23rd Bomb 3q Sqdn, 306th Bomb Gp

Sheet No,

Month of April 19 k5 Prepared by st Lt. Jogeph C. Brashares
DAY LVENTS

1 No mission, 7/5 John F. Goetz asgd from Hy. 70th Replacement Depot.
2 No mission today, the weather was dark and hazy,

o

KIEL = The 306th Group led the lst Division with 36 a/c including 6 PFF
as 40 "A", Twelve &/c including 1 I'FF were put up by the L23rd squadron.
Fiia. H.W. Trease and his crew led the Low Squadron, On advise of
Bloater, rendezvous was 1,000 feet higher than briefed, There was no

/A opnosition, P-51's appearii; in strength gave close support to the
target and out, I'eager, low scattered bursts of flak sre encountered over
Kiel without resultant damage to any of our a/c. Bombing was by PFF &nd
each squadron made sep-rate runs on the target, In addition to Lt. Treace
and his crew, these pilots and their crews flew on this mission: F.
Engstrom; C.N. Canron; W.H., Hiney; R.5. Kimball; J,Re Clark; D.C, Cheney;
W.H. Bakar; ¢,D. Vilson; H.L. Wills; W,G. Schultz and H.Ce hostetters

2nd Lts. John J, Bndicott, lienyon C. Devuney, Les B, Goff, Jr,, Kenneth
E. Jacobson, Paul N, Zahniser, F/C sdward F. Gharlin and Cpls. Hobert L.
Sibley, Willism J, Dixon, Robert. £. Kirkzldie, Cariton W. Bondurant,
Howard K. Wrarman, Johr Tinklenberg, Wiliizu G. Jung, Douglas A.
Panchot, Carlos A, Gavato, Rex E, Hoy,Thomas J. Griiriths, lzrold L.
Demorest, asgd from Hg. 70th Replacement Depots

2nd Lt. Atherton was pramoted to the grade or lst Lt.
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EASSBIRG ~ The 306th Graup flew 36 a/c as LU "C" against the A/D at
Fassberg, Twaive nf the 56 were from the 423rd Squadron., On the first
run, clouds prevented the high and the low squadrons from bombing, The
high made a 360 degree turn over the target, took a new IP at 52/2N-
1059E, Low squadron alsn méde a second run but could not bomb and brought
their bombs back, Bombing was from 12,500 feet. No fighter 5/a opposit ion
vas met vith and flak was most conspicious by its absence, P-51's weras
Picked up at anprovimately £1.05N=0755E and gave close support to the
terget and to the North Sea on the withdrawal, 1st Lt, T.D. Hediey led the
high squadron, Other pilots and their crews on this missior were: J.R,
Clark; F, Ingstrom; 1,H, lliney; .S, Kimbail; C,N, Cannon; F.B, Leigh;
VieGe Sehultz ang H.C. Hostetter,

5/Sgt. Duane J, Brunner trfd to 70th RD,

WEIDEN - The 306th Group flew 36 a/c as Lo "g» on this mission, Nine a/e
mere from the 423rd, st Lt. L.E. Snith led the lead squadron, Because
of difficulties encountered at rendezvous and bacause of rough weather
conditions throughout thig mission, a number of our a/c bombed with other
Groups and hit other targets, The 306th target had been briefed as
GRAFF 2Ol . Lead, low and high made indavidual PFF runs without visual
correction and hit WEIDEN, 10 miles to the east and south, Photos show
9/10 cloud coverage and all three squadron's ntrikes on AZIDEN, Boabing
was from 15,000 feat, There was no 5/A oppositica on the 306th nor was
flak received, Pilots end their crews ir the lsad squadron in addition
to Lt, Smithe were: F, Sngstron; k. Clark; Hel. Wills; C.N, Cannon;
WaG. Schultz; F.B. Leigh; B,B, serrill 4 d ReSe Kimhall,

2na Lts. obert W. Davenport, Claide L, Walsh, anc F/O Wiiidam H, Penprase
and Cpi=, Jacob L, Leroy, Willias G, tolzupfel, arthur p, Cappellett,
Kenneth 0, Kinzel, angust D, Reed, Robert J, Kickelski, asgd, from Hq.
70th RD, g

ZEIPZIG - The 306th Gro.r flew 38 a/c as 4O "B ycatncy the L/Y at Leipaig,
te 423rd Squadron had 9 a/c on this mission, Lombing was fram 25,000 ;
feet, Zacn squacron made sepurute FIP runs with no visua) correction,
2lot. of the scope pictures tend to -show the strike to the laft, and
Short. of the “riafed aP, There Was no fishter attack on this Group. pes)eg
were picked up at 3005N=-0757E end guve close sunnort throughout the run
into, over and from the target, Fluk was T2ager to moderate, inaccwrate
and tracking. a few burst: were observaed fror Dunkdrk oq withdrawal when
other Groups came :lose to the citys 423rd pilots and their crews on this
mission were: W.H. Rich; H.L, Wills; R.S. Kimball ; W.K, Baker; He.C. Hostetter;
JeRe Calrk; w H. Hiney; W.G. Schultz and B.b. Merrill,

2nd Lts, Chester 4, Kallory, Othel L. Enttrekin, arthur A, borsey, and sgts,
Alfred F, Mg, Charles s. Ball, George G, doepeloin, Olley G, andersoc,
Bernard P, Ulman, Bruze J, Slzpson, asgl. froe 3674 Borh ‘Squadron (k).
S/5et. Laren B, Baker trfd 70tk RD,

WES N = The 306th Gronp ®Yev 24 g/ oe 40 “C"s The A3rd had 9 afc
on thic aission, ‘Boabing was accomplished frew 15,000 feet., LXcellent
bombing resvite confimied hy strike phots  were obtilned, low syuadron
shifted aiming paint sHghtly to the awth in order to hit urtenayged purts
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7 cont of the A/D between the ravays and the installations, This intelligart
decision wus made by Engatrom's bonbardier, lst Lt, L.U, Jefferson, Lt,
Engstrom and his crew led the lov squadron, The Group was not molested
by E/A and ondy a fow hurste of light AA fire was observed well bslow
the fornation at the target. None o1 our a/c were damsged, Fighter
support was good; area type in nature and was obcerved chaging 2 or 3 ME
262's out of the target ares, 1In addition to Lt. Engstrom and his crew,
these pilots and their Crews vsre on this mjasi~n: v, H,. Baker; H.C.
iostetter; H,L, Nills; C,N. Cannon; B.B. Merrill: F.B, Leigh; ReGe Haring
and F.E, Jones,

X

HALBSRSTADT ~ The 306th Group flew 36 a/c as 40 A", Kine of these a/c
were 423rd ships, L%, L,g. Smith led the hish squadroen, The' scouting
force reported 10/10 eloud coverase over the No. 1 target. Target No, 2
mas also 10/10 but gond possibilities for breaks existed so this target
was attacked, Leaa Squadron approached on FFF but shortly tefore bombs
away the bombardier got a chance for a visual correction. The high
squadron with PFF out, dropped on Lesd, Low alge was able to make a
visual correction. There was no enemy fighter opposition, P=5115 were
picked up at 0750E and gave good support on the :oute in and at the target,
No flzk mas encountered on this aission, Weathsr at take off was 10/10,
tops 2,000, continuing to akout 0500E, It was CAVU over Germany becom:ng
1-5/10 over the target, araa; tops 6,000, The Group ohserved considerable
activity in the /Y ot Wordhauzen, Vienenburg and Hzlberstadt, In
addition to Lt. L.E, Smith and crew, the following pilots and their crews
from the 423rd were on this aission; J.k, Clark; WeH. Baker; ¥.H. Hiney;
C.N. Cannon; F,5, Jones; Vi, Rich; C.M. Oskes Jr. and H.L. Wells,

Cpls. John H. Herndon, John ¢, Fritt, Joe G, floss, and PFC's Bernie C.
Brugh, Gerald E. Cummings, John Davidson, and Fwt.. Hobert V. Conilin,
Frani k. Lancia, Earnest A, Lewie trfd to 12th Reinforcemsnt Depot.

i tlk'r
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Mission gserubbed,
Sgt. Cornelius L, Love trfd Det of Pnts 4204,

ORANIENBURG = 36 a/c was the 306tk Group erfort; 423rd flew 9 a/c on this
mission. Flew as 4( ugn forces The Group was prevented using briefed Ip
by squadrons of another Group taking interval., The 3206th continued to IP
at 531LN-1200E, The target, Oranienburg was bombed visually. Thers was
no fighter orposition, Our Pe511g gave excellent support into the target
area and out, Although thers mas 70 AA fire ut the targst the 306th was
forced into briefed Wittenberge flak avea by another Group keading esst,
The flak was cesger but very accurate, tracking fire, Excellent results
were obtained on the bombing. Photos show lead pattern directly on the
ailming point, High squadror bombg also blanket, assigned target, Sperial
care hid to be taken on this strike because ~f @ Pl camp very cloge to th.
targst area, Confj rmation was found that the camp was not demaged in any
way. Capt, Murphy, L23wd Operations Officer, led the 306th, Other rilots
and their crews on this miseion were: B,B, Merr111; L.E, Smith; D.C.
Chenay; C.E. Ogkes Jx-;. ti,L, Mlls; F.s, Jones; J.n. Clark; F.B. Leigh; ang
J.Ke Snobble.

S/Sgts. Jumes L. Harner and Harry L, Kelson trfd 70th RD. 1ot Lt. Raymond
J. Dann, william x. Horgan, and 2nd it~. Torleif hieloe and Szts. Valter J,
Kiefer, REugene 1. Kunz, Edward J, Klirgenbeck, Clemend i, Schiitt, Mertor.
Je Christerson, Kenneth G. Roseoe aspd from Hqe 70th ®D,

BRAIBURG = The 306th flew 36 a/c as L0 "G, Of these a/c, 9 were from the
423rd squads=on, Kraiburg was bombed visually; the aiming point was the
ordnance depot, Exeellent results were obtained on the boudb strike. Lead
shows hits on the briefed iFI with the main #eight of the puttern slightly
ME. Low boubs were directly on the MPI. Because of smoke over the target,
hizh bombardier &mchronized on pin peoints near the area, Violent explosiors
8een on strike photas wers Fossibly caused by bombs from the lead. Ko
neny fighter cpposition ¥&s encountered on this "show"., Plak over the
target was nil but meager and accurute flak wus experienced from the
Stuttgart area uhich resulted in clight dumage to 4 leaa &/ce Tike off wus
7410 coverage; base 4,000 feet, The target was clear, On return there was
9/10 middle cloud at 0500K; base 12,000, tops 15,000, It was hazy at base,
Pilots and their crems on this mission weres H,L, Wls; C.L, Stedger;

B,Bs Merrili; WK, Rich; J.K. Srobble; W.G, Schults; J.Re Clark; F.B, Jones "
and C.N, Clnnon.

2nd Ltas 1{,_,He;m. KcGough, Leigh, prame 2 of lst Lts,
m icCarthy and Pfo Frederieck W. Wilson asgd froe lig. *0oth Bomb

e Gty

No miassion t 0

Capt{ Lorn . "\and 1st Lt, Davia H, Gorrell treq
Bagene » Joseph R. Hathaway, S/8gta.

Bishop, Joseph 4, Coomer, Kenneth D, Morrison, s
70%h ®D
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x"wgws’ryg ~ The 306th Group flew 36 a/c as LO "A", The 423rd squadron
flew 9 of these a/c on this mission, lst Lt TB, liedley and crew from
the 423rd led the low squadron, Neumunster vas target No, 2 and was
attacked on advice of weather scouts. Hites from the lead were on or very
near the briefed LPI, Smoke forced high bombardier to change his aiming
point and high bombs completely blanket the area at the north end of the
M/Y. Low bombardier changed hic adaing point to the south end of the yards,
Shortly after the targset "B" Force called Able leader and  commentec on the
excellence of the bombing. There was no enemy fighter opposition on the
Group; nor was AA fire received over the target, Some flak was observed
{rom Lubecs, Wittenberg, and Heligoland but did not bear on this Group,

The weather was clear over England; it was 1-2/10 in target area with haze
over England on return, In addition to Lt. Hedley the following pilots anc
their crews on this show were: WM. Baker; CoZ. Oakes Jrs; HeL. Wilie;

J.K. Snobble; K.G. daring; F.B. Leigh; F.E. Jones and J.K. Clark,

Captes. Paul Horvay, Forest J, Stewart and 1at Lts, Dwight C, Fpaisley, Earle
W. Schatrer ano 5/5~t. Robert K. Bentley trfd 70th RD, Cpl, William G,

Neal trid Det. of Pnts 4204, i0JG George J. Lemberger asid fr HQ. 306th
Jomb Gp, 2nd Lt. voseph J. Kahn trrd Lth Station Cormlement S9.

%0!# = 306th Group flew 36 a/c including 4 PFF as 4O "C", The 423rd had
7 a/c on this mission, The aiming points in the Royan area were st
points; gun emplacements, The French amy wic to drive in with the sbject
of clearingz out these pockedts of German resistance after the bombers had
blasted tha gun positions, kach sjuadron dropped separately on their o
runs over the target, Lead pattern started S and walked acro s the
briefed aiming point. High S4hadron made their run with the bambs hitting
slightly short within the turget area. Low bombardier misidentified
aiming point and synchronized on the wrong patch of woods north of the
aiming point, No fighter support was ordered on this mission. No eneny
air attacks were made on the grovp nor was flak experience, Weather at
take o1f was 2/10 coverage, tops 5,000 feet, Large patches of fog were
encountered over the Loire River, It was clear bafore the IP and over the
target wath thin layer of stratus on route honies  This missien to Frence
marked the firet time we had attacked French targets since Nov. 9, 1944,
Lt. F, ingstrom, 423rd pilat, and his crew led the high squadron., Other
pllote and their crews wore: J.i. Clark; DeC. Cheney; Weiie Hiney; R.G.
Haring; C.l. Steiger; F.5. Leizh; C.s, Oakes Jr; and FeE. Jonese

A perjod of Silanca froo 175, to 1800 was obgerved at the base in memoTy
of President Roosevolt,

Headquarters Detashment 306th Bomb Gp (K) attached to this orgunization,

Mmmwmnn”dcudmsmm.m

were the 423rd .

Bombing was from 15,000 and was accomplished visually, Smoke from Previous

bozbing obscured mominodurgotmthohd-afer«dubﬂ;

target assigned to the 92nd Group, iligh failed to pick up

the first run; monlwmmmtmlo.uﬂﬂu

&nother target briefed in this are, Photos showed lead pattern an the

aiming point, Low's strike campletely covered the briefed aiming point.
area

There was no enemy nghmomuucnwmnnmmw
although thehighoquadmnnportodrmorﬂnmuh-nohh.

fisather from base to mid=chamsel was 10/10the Coverage, 2,0000 te 72,0000

diminishing over France. Clear from Paris to mum‘um
6=7=10ths low cloud coverage over ingland, '
TLASR
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Crews returning from this mission report seeing French naval vedbels laying
off the coast and begin to shell the targets as we had just hit and which
were vall marked by smoke,

Pilots and their crews mcking this mission weres
We He Baker, J. R. Clark, H, L, Wills, R. G, Haring, J. J. Endicott,
C. L. Steiger, K. O. Devaney, C. E, Oakes, Jre, and s B, Leigh,

2nd Lt Snobble promotad ‘o grade of lst Lt

G - The 306th flew 38 A/C including L PFF and 2 spares as 4Oth "A",
The 423rd Sq. flew 9 of thess A/C,
The aiming point at Plattling was the M/Y, Each squadron dropped visually
with excellent results., Lesd bombardier picked up the town at the IP and
was gynchronized on the aiming point for the last 5 minutes of the bomb run.
Pictures show strikes covering the briefed airing point, Both high and low
patterns f21l 5> clogely into the smoke of previous lead bombing that only
a few hits can be seen outside the original pattern. Baker force called and
confirmed the excellence of 40th “AM bombing, Crew reports and pictures
before bombing confirm that the M/Y at Plattling was full of traffic.

The weather was clear from take-off to O60OE, From 0600E to O700E 5/10ths
low cumulus tops 7 - 9,000', It was 2/10ths over the target,

Fighter support on this mission was meager and late, MNo eneny fighters
vere encountered and no flak w:s thrown up at the Group,

Pilots and their crews on this mission were: F.B, Leigh, J.J. Endicott,
C.L. Stegger, C.i. Oakes,Jr., A.i. Dorsey, R.G. Haring, W.H. Hiney,
K.0. Devaney and J. F. Cluvk.

Capte Donald E. Currier was trancferred to the 369th Bomb Sq. {H).

DRESORN - The Group flew 39 A/C including 4 FFT and 3 cpares zs AOth "Cw,
Ten of these A/C wers from the 423rd Syuadron.

There was considerable confusion at the IP due to heavy haze, clouds and
contrails plus the fact that the 3rd Division A/C were in the ares at the
time,

Lead, on visual run, bombed the target and pictures show hits on the WPI.
Derse, persistent contrails forced thc high to start PFF runs. Just before
bombs away, bombardier made visual correction, Pictures do not show the
strike but. bombs away indicate hite o the M/Y to the north of the river,
Low enounctered prop wash and discontinued the bomb run. Because of low
visibility, the deputy, thinking the low leader had dropped, released his
bambs, Seven A/C dropped with the deputy, Five remaining A/C brought
their bombs_back, Smoke prevented identification of the low strike.

There was no &/A opposition on this Group, PR-5ls appeared in strength
near Koblenz and gave good support to the target und out.

At the target there was moderate tracking AA fire. Four of the 306th 4/C
received flak damags,

First Lt. T.S, Headley and his crew lead the low squadron, Other

and their crews from the Grim Reapers weres D.C. Chenay, J.J. Endiocott,

W. 4. Hiney, C.L. Steiger, K.O, Devaney, F.D. Leigh, R.G. Haring, J.K, Clark
and A%, Dorsey,

[ S SR
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W = The 306th Group flew 39 4/C inciuding 4 PFT' &s 4O0th "B", The
rd flew 11 A/C in this force, vhich was lead by iajor J,.H, Buie, CO of

the 423rd §q,

Each squadron made separate vicual runs on the target. Photos show lead on

the WPI with part of the Pattern very slightly to the north. High squadron

Y43 pattern centered on the YPI, Low pattern overlaps first two equadrons,

-uere were at least two explosions visible in the smoke, There were

peveral hits on the bridge in the MFY. -

No fighter opposition was encountered, P-51s gave good support

the mission, Meager, inaccurste tracking fire from the vicinity of Hatten-

herg had the appsarance and churacteristice of light flak, Two of our A/C

received flak damage.

The weather was clear at take-off, with 3-4/1Gths cloud coverage, tonz it

10,000 to the target,

Pilots and their crews from the Grim Reapers on this misasion were: L.E,
Smith, F, Engotrom, C.E, Oakes,Jdre, W.H, Buker, W,H, Hiney, W.H, Schultz,
F.E. Jones, W.ll. Rich, A.u, Doreey, K.0. Devaney and R.G. Harding,

<
Sgte Charles V., Hernsts, assigned fren Iy, 70th RD, Cpl. Frank W,
Riley, tt, Pvt. Linzy w, Hicka, Settimin tontecalvo, Sgt,
Alfred B, Penninzton were transferred from the 12th Reinforcement Denot,
Pvt, George J, Clemence wmas assigned from Hq. 70th RD., 2nd Ltse Gibson and
Hostetter ware pramoted to 1st Lts,

The 306th Group flew 38 A/C as LNth man force. Two of the A/C were from the
423rd Sq.

Zach squadron mdade Separate visual runs, Lead and low were forced »ff the
bomb run by the 40lst Groun converging, High dropped on the first run with
bombs centered squarely on the MPI, The lead, dropping on the second run,
hit the assigned KPI, with the bulk of the pattern centersd slightly to the
west, Low cyuadron made three runs, fow the briefed aiming point obscured .
by smoke ani chinged their aiming point, Strike photos show this point

well hit,

There was no enemy a/C oppasition on this Group. P-51s were first picked

up at 5203N ~ N925E and gave cloge support throughout the route, They
stayed in the target ares while the lead made 2 runs and the low made 3 runs,

There was no AA fire at the target. Low squadron made & 360-degree turmn
over Torgau whers one A/C received Severe damage frog: meager but fairly
accurate tracking AA fire, ;

Pllots D.C. Cheney and LeBs Sedth and their crews took part on this mission,
F/C Leroy and F/0 Ross were promoted to ths grade of 2nd i+ Cpls Jobn g, -
KcTiernan transforred to the 1951st QUC Trk, Co. Cple gobert He Schaddt was \
aseigned from Hg, 70th RD, S ‘b

Thers was no risaion today. Training flights were made in the afterncon.

Authorization was granted Ly a letter from Headquarters, Army air Forces,
Washington, D.C., dated 20 April, 1945, for the use of the name “Grim Reapers®
for the 423rd Squadron,
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21 No mission this date, Training flights were the order of the day.

22 | Again no mission and rumor was running rife that the Squadron would make
N0 more operational missions, This s however, was just the usual unofficial

- rumor,
Sgr. Donahue was reduced to the grade of Corporal ,

23 Mission was scrubbed, Capt. John B, Delapoer, 1st Lts. Chariec N, Cannon,
Robert L. Holscher were transferred to the 70th RD,

% [ Yo miasien today, - "nd Ltw, F¥ed Rngatron Sae promsted b 10k Lt. 1/set.
Joseph K. Watson, S/Sgt, Everett B. Hrooks, ¢ transferred to the 70th RD,
Pvt. John Davidson reassigned from the 12 Reinforcement Depot.,

25 | No mission. Cpl, Albert J, Silverio and Cpl. Kenneth Rains wers assigned
from Hq. 70th KD,

26 No mission today, 1st Lt, Leon B, Gough and Erdic ¢, Heitman, were tranc-
ferred from the 70th Rb, Capt, Honry Dantsig, our Squadron surgeon, was
traneferred to the Dept, of Patients 4204, :

27 No mission today.

28 No mission today, Prastice missions were flown, Frt. John T, Conelan
was transferred from the 94th Air Depot.,

29 Ho miesion today,

30 fhe month closed without & mission being flowxn on the last day. iractice

flights again were the order of the day.

SECRe
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39 planss from this group participated on a mission to iresden, Germany,
All aircraft bombed successfully and re*urned sarely to homs base,

39 planes from this group participated on a bombagg mission to Rosen~
heim, Germany, A1l aircraft bombed suzcar fully and returned safely to
home hase,

38 planes from this Jroup rarticipated nn & miscion o Falkenburg,
Germany, All aireraft, bonted the target guccessfu!ly and returned
sefely to hone base, .

. Lt. Crl. Palix i, Hardisen, original pllot of the fumed p-17 "Suzy

Q" 18 assigned to this station as Deputy Group ~nd Ctition Cormander,
col Hardisen is the most highly decorcted coldier on the station,

among bis decorations ara the Uistingui shed Servies Cross, 5ilver Stare,
Ulstinguishad Flying Crosses, Adr Vedals, Purplle Heurts and all three
Theatre ribbong,

Capt Keraeth sherman ie apnoirted assistan: iron Coerations Officer
and Assistant Jeputy of Jreratisng, ;

Jajor kard i, fesling i: arpointed . . Loputy for @perations.

2ajor Theras F, VidY 4p reldeved from this organization, -

Colonel Upham .oy el tenrorary command of the '"Mth Carhet wing.
Lajor Zarl i, Eerling aprointed to rank of liguterunt Jslomel,

Captuin Uorule 7, Rns3, groun torbardier, aprointed to runk of
Yajor,
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Standing left to right:

1st Lt, Edgar R, Dagit, Ordnance
Capt. John A. Coulter, Jr., Gp, BSM Officer
Capt, Henderson N, Knight, Armament
1lst Lt, #,.W, Gunkel, Sq, Navigator
1st Lt, C.H, Demter, Sy, Bombardier
Capt, Henry Lantzig, S5q. Surgeon
Capt, Joas Burphy, Sq, S=3

Capt, R.B., Phillips, Sy. Engineering
Caupt, R, Yorris, Adjutant

iaj, neT. niiezza, cxecutive uriicer
T/Sgt, F.L. Viaugh, Fhoto Lab,

L3ra Salank la

Kneeliny left to right:

§/ogt. C.H. licover, Transportation chief
1st Lt. n.i, Trease, "C" Flt. Comuancer
1st Lt. Morton Schacter, Sq. Zlectronics
Capt. T.&. Mdarvis, Communications

1st Lt, LeEs Smith, "5" Flt, Comnander
Maj, John H. Buie, Sq. Commander

Capt, BeHs Fool, Sq. S=2

lst Lt, T.D, Hedley, "a" Flt. uom.ander
1st Lt. B.f, Mann, Sq. Per. Equipment
18t Sgts LeHe vandeurzen

Loy

!
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v

7 5 2
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MISCELLANEOUS AWARDS
DISTINGUISHRD F.YING CROSS

Captain Leon A, Risk
Captain Wallace W, Wood
1lst Lt Andrew Steflno
2nd Lt Carl B, Hathaway
1st Lt Stanley G, Mull

2ud Lt Rovert E Po
lst Lt Leo H
let Lt Kenne
lst Lt Alban

Captain Harlen | L, Laughlia
Captain Willlam J, Hagsa

PURPLE HIART

‘bbcrt E, Woods
/Sct George E, Johnson

Phil H rf
:: Joseph mﬂ)
Z30NZE STAR MIDAL
Captain Vendell L, Eull

GO 311, 1st.AD. 14 Apr/ls,
w 316. 11t"m, 15 %r/h‘j'
® 321, 1ct 4D, 16 “pr/45.

00 327, 1st AD, 13 “pr/is5.
oog?g. 1:tAn 22 ;‘Z.ff@
m}zf %.tg,g‘pr/h:g.
t AD, 5
0“361 1:tm.2s‘pr

0 323, m_m, 16 “pr/l5,

G0 303, 1».»9. 16 #pr/ls,

0 287, 1st 4D, 6 “pr/us,
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