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Jamuary preved te unowpiwmwhmop.suorm
ROW Year. Developements oa both eastern and westera fronts were Mghly
favorable to the Allles, and the eaemy Was defimitely im & pesrer
positioa thaa at aay time previously in the ware, A powerful Russian
offemsive, laumched by five mighty armies placed along the Polish
freatier from the Baltic Ses to the Carpathian Mountaims, gulped in
muadreds of miles of territory and did not show signs of steppiage
Futherest poimt of the drive put the Reds on the bamk of the Oder,
less than 4O miles from Berline

Best mews on the Anglo-American side of the ledger was the
elimimation of the German salient in NW Luxembourg amd southera

e

The 306th aided the combined effort by flying 15 missions,
12 of which were to cammunication centers near the western fromt.
544 sorties were flown im January, 1369 1/k toms of HE bombs were
dropped, 13 tems of incendiaries, 116 leaflet bombs, st a cost of
2 aircraft. These figures brought the totals for the group te
7682 sorties, 15,398 1/10 toms of HE, 1,369 1/4 tons of incendiaries,
and 171 planes lost.

gagth flew 32 A/C including k PIf as LO "B" led by Major Hulings.
After receiving call from Buckeye stating that target was clear, group
follewed "A" force in to primary at Magdeburg. However, & 10/10 undercast
necessitated a turn off city to left. Both forces than made a second

run still without droppinge Wing proceesded to secondary visual at
Gottingen, but did not bomb due to clouds. Finally group attacked Kassel,
the assigned PFF target. hMmmnwtdbyulthm squadrons.
Lead and low found visual conditions, and strike photos show patteras in
north central marshalling yard and south central built-up ares, respect-
jvely., High, with PFF equipment eut, turned off early and bombed &
conmunication target at L'mburg visually., Because of the umexpected al-
teration in the route, seven &/¢ from the high were forced to land at
Mesvenger on the ~ontinent in order to refuel, Crews who experienced this
novelty reported much damage on the £ield which had been attacked by the
Luftwaife previously in the day.

Most of chaff was axpended at Magdeburg, where A.A, fire was inace-
urste. Moderste, accurate tracking and barrage flak over Kassel. On way
in, meager, accurate tracking from Brunsbuttelkoog. Damage: Lead, 5
slight; low, 1 severe, 1 slight, 1 miseing; High 2 severe, 1 alight.

Several jet 8/c were seen in the Magdeburg area, all eagerly pursued by
ir escort.

C 185-J, pilot Lt. Ryder, of 369th, landed at Denaim A/D because ef
fuel shortage and interral failure im #l engine. Crew returned te base a
fow days later.

A/C 690-M, pilot lst Lt. R.D Stewert, also of 369th, was uaacesunted
for n{urlumuronmnupmdomonrm&lmu. Othar

e on the crew inaluder 2nd Lbe K.Ho Streuwn (G)i 20d LA8¢ Lok Wilaoa

penbses
?/8gts Lodo Pot. (B), 7/8gte CeAs R « AR« Cosare
%S, ‘7:‘;. 3. odue (P1), 8 a:. DoFs .."3‘.: il) . %-‘i‘.&. Chaneallers
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Jan 2! KYILBURG

fajor Kesling led 30tth as LO "uM yith 36 &/C inciuding J PFF, 1
ea=H, und 1 PFF/Gd, plus 3 spares. 20 minutes beforc the l.l., Buckeye
reported a cloud covering the target, but that it fr vious
to the formation's arrivale Tids provec to be the
| attacked avital ¢ muunication center ot vllburg visuallye

Lk
: point vith lov to Cle
i:h made second run, an
1. excellent,

itoute ; ap, roximately as triefec with the ciception cf * e ni u's
second run during which time the lead and low made tao 360 dagree turns,

Meager, fairly accurate tre cking fluk at scatterad points throughcut

the torset area kept the grovp under fire fro: 5 to 10 minutes, Damage:
Lead, 2 slight; high, 1 severe. No report wi.c received on low squadron
which was flying 305th a/Ce B/a opposition was nil,

!
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¥a jor Hulings led the 306th as 40 "B" with 39 »/C including 1 PEf/GH,
3 Pff and 3 spares, a complete cloud coverage over the target, marshall-
ing yards at Hermulheim near Cologne, confirmed the previous Buckeye
report, Formation followed briefed route into target and boubed by Gee-H,
low and high dropping on leade

No Aehs fire or &/ hampered this groupe Flak was observed on other
4/C in Cologne area, |

1st Division stood downe
Lt, Coi, LaVier led 36 crews om a gunnery mission over the washe

NIEDERMENDIG

39 a/C including 1 pif/GeeH, 3 k’Fl"‘, plus 3 spares from the 306th as
4O "a" were led by Lt. Cole Salada of €he 40th Combat sliule great aifficulty
was experienced in assemply over iZnzland due t dense persistent contrails
which necessitated several changes in zltitude. & &/, pilots Brne, rowler,
Hatch, Maenner, iatien, korgan, Turner and Litsner boumbed with other groups
because they could not firnd the 306th foruatlcne remainings planes aktocked
the primary, Niedermendig «./f, near Uologre, cn a Gee=l run zofter receiving
a reyort‘from suckeye thot target was under 2 10/10 coverage, uJecsuse cf &
rack malfuncticn in their lewsd ship, six &/C from low sjuedren preusht buck
bombe o

Seattered burste from St Yith dres inflicted no dum e <n the jrouj.
4/ op, csition was nile

CLLOELS y
Tt, Col. Chalfant led the 306ta is 40 nat with 39 a&/C including 1 uee=tl/
Pff, 3 PrF and 3 spares at the head of lLst Livisionse «fter receiving a report
from Buckeye stating that target was under 10/10 coverage, group startea a
Gee=H run on primarye However, 18 miles from the ob jective, tachnical diff=-
iculties forced lead %o complete run by PIF on secondary, marshalling yards
in eastern Cologne, Plotted scope photographs show probable hits in target
areae

Meagzer tracking and barrage flak at Cologne inflicted no damage on form=
ation. B/A opposition was nil.

SUSKIRC

3'3%%:}: as 4O "B" fliw 39 A/C including 1 Jee=H, 3 PFF and 3 spares led
by lajor hcXinney, Ha\ing heard Buckeye report that bomb.ng would be by
instruments, Gee=H took over 5 minutes before IePe iun was made on porimary,
a railway junction at Luskirchen, in group fornation. PFF secpe photograpns
show bombs to be in target urea.

Avke iire ard E/A opposition were nil,

T
ahIﬂﬁa,}or Kesling led 300th as 4O "a" with 39 «/C including 1 Gee=ll/PFF,
3 prf, and 3 spares, O minutes before l.F. Buckeye reported that a dense
haze covered turget ares, Hecsuse deputy Ueve=il failed to take off and Lead
Gea=H war not operating, @ Pff run was started on secon at Landaue
Bquipaent worked satisfactorily, but returns were weak, ch fact foreed
wiokey operator to ol .ange alaing point to town of Speyery Kgh and low eash
separate HA Punsy inddstinet ground detail on strike phetes indicate
al) hite in Speyer vieinity.
Noderate, Srourale LIAcK.ng aste fire from Wmm%m
lasting aboutl J alnube ceused (e fulicming dasagel bewi, b i \he

euntinent, | urebed in Sngland, L severe, and & silohh) A, L Grashed ah
base, 4 shAght) High, ) landed on eunll & savere, 4 shigihy e &a
T “ g R
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a/C L38=U, pilot vapt. Law, of 368th, crashed at Lanston with 2
enzines out, T/Sgty M2, Fant (TG) was killed while the pllot, 2nd ite
Kohe unait (CF), 1st Lty <.T. Cormay (B), T/9gte Feile Sweeb ('u.cs, Sgte tie
0. Ti mons .ET), were injured seriouslye :

#/C 376=F, pilot st beilum, of 4,23r1, landed at kessenger with fuel
shortage. .

4/C Bl9=y, pilot Lt, Toung, of 369th, landed at iosieres, rrance with
fuel shortage.

&/C T15-V, pilot “t, JoLe Davis, of 307th, crashad at base with 2 eng-
ines out, No one wam hurt,

411 crew members, who landed away, returned to vuse a few daus later,

10 | SYINICH
s jor wchinney led the 30cth as 40 i with 38 &/C including 4 Fff, 1
Gee-H and 2 spares, loute was Ilown approximately as briefed exce, t for the
bomb run. because of nuckeye's report that it was 10/10 east of ithine, Gee-
H took over at IL.P., preserving group for ation. Interference from other
i 4/C coming from the jeft forced the 3060th formation north of course until
! finally into the Unlogne fluk area, Jee-H equipment went out at tuis time,
| and lead took cver for visual run on prinary, an airfield at Gymnich, south=
. west of Colognes Low foliowed in trail, imt since poth lead and deputy in
i this squadron were hit, no run could be made., 6 a4/C from the low orought
| bombs back. High dropped on lead. vtrike phetos, availavle onl, from the
| high, show pattern completely obscuring small town of Bliesheinm, b6 niles
} southeast of priuary.
1 loderate to intense, accurale .l.e®s fire tracked group visually in the
\ Cologne area, Lamege: leud, 1 Mli, 4 landed on cont._nent, 5 severe, 2
| slight; Low, 2 severe, 1 slight, 6 92nd 4/C damsge unknown; ligh, 1 severe,
'
|
l
|
|

L slignt, 2 spare 305th 4/C damage uhinown,

A/C 076=U, pilot lajor Lekinney of the 369th, was hit by flak 1 minute
bafore vombs away, =ntire electrical system went o t, and waist gunner, S/2%gt.
N.C. Sulser, was injured seriously in the left ankle., left rormation after
target, and landed at Brussels a/D.

: 4/C 557=Y, pilot M, beinhart of the 369th, was hit in the #2 and 4

| engines cver Cclogne, &t the same tie the electrical system went oul, and
bembardier, lst it, &.,P, lLambert, was injured seriocusly in the legs ifter
leaving formation plane crash landed on a large field 4 miles north east of
Le-uesnoy, France,

A/C 287=V, pilot 2nd Lt, M, rFearce of the 369th, was also hit over
Cologne, Une large p'sce of £lak inflicted ve.y serious injury to the
pilot's head, CUrew, cherefore, 1anded in France in order {0 obtain medical
attention. lciever, Lt, Paarce dled u few duys later, his condition being
bayond saving,.

A/C 250=N, pilot kt, Hathaway of the 368th, received dunsge to electrical
system, oxy:en, rudder controls, und #3 and 4 encines fron & airect vurst in the
radio roome /3gts Yebe Seaman (RO) was blown clear from tle plane and is
1isted as ¥Ias S5/5g.. EJFe Uanaher (BT) was seriously injured in both lexs
and an arm, while .‘17.'..;!.. Hote Sohn (1G) received severe frost bite in his feet
when the heatin: unit Lwcwse inoperstis nal, These men were yiven efficient
first add by 8/5ct. Feaney, walst (unners /G laft forrstion Luedlately
after being 1dt, and & s leak foreed pllot to lend at neareat converdent
fia1d, which wae Horheek..

wosbers of all rews with Ubs exeepti n of thoge who ware injured of
Mla retined Lo uare witidn the folloming 2 weska.

&G bhbmay jA10t and WA, HeGo Matbaun of the Sedth, wes DAL An #) a3 BB
enginee svout ¢ minutes bafire luibe aaie Flane was Last sean with Jef\ wing
surning furioualy el under conbrod SO0V pelum formabivne  Uhier wmmbare o6
| G gree itk ludel A AAa Bede Mruger (), /G bale domn (h)y avd N
st an (91‘ ;/"."l JoTe nboves (W), ‘,‘O“Q ‘Qh. cwitih w. u‘ “k
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' Zymanek (BT), Sgte Vels Crowton (Wt)e Sgte DeSs Kowbeek (TG), 2nd Lte /e

facharnuk (ZN),

It can be done. (Left to right). T/Sgts. D.Fe Offord, Weds Lindsay, and
C.H, Willespie, tail gunner, radio operator, and waist gunner, respectively
are shown after their fiftieth mission, which completed a second tour for
each, in this theater, all flew with Capt, Butterfield today, leading the
high squadron,

Russians launched five-pronged assault on eastern German front from haltie
Sea to Carpathian Mountains,

Officers of tne 4Z3rd held a squadron party in "B" Mess during the evening.
Capt. B.H. Pool of 5=2, acted us Muster of Ceremonies for festivities, which
included music by the equires, a danca, and selection of a “Squadron Sweet=
heart" from the young women Zusets,

4 christe .ing of ne of the new Squadron Hel7s wis held on the l6th with
tre "Sweetheart" doing the honors,

L :";'wi th flew 35 4/C including 3 Pff ss 4O “a* led by Lt tol, LaVier,

Lesd Gee=li/PFF, pllot Jol, Sutton, who was to head the Divisionm, ddu not

take off becsuse of internul engine faillure, Clear weather at the target, the
Hohengollern ieH. tridge in the heart of Cologne confirmed buckeye's earlier
statewents, Xach sjuadron wade s separate mui rune Llead's uvomba hit
western aj, roaches very neur alming point. Low fell on a marehalling ;ard

in southwest ,art of vitye Ihotos from Jblet lroup show high pattern stradd=
1ing sastern helf of uridye. vombdng for the day was deserioed as very ovde

t
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lo L/... fowever, moderate und accurete a.a, fire at the target, and meager
accurata from the fromt lines inflicted the following damajes Lead, 1
severs, 9 slight; Low, 3 cevere, 6 slighty High, 1 severe, 5 slight,

Joite Lewls, flight leader, 369th, was pro. ted to Capt, s

FHELSUItG

306th as LOth "C* [lew 36 a/c including 3 “FF Jed by Capt. Hanson.
10/10 eloud coverage st ;rirary, which fact wus reported by Buckeye,
caused lead to hit wecondary, marshalling yards at Freibury, on an H2.
run., Low dropped on lead, while high wade sejarate drop. Strike photos
show bomb hits to northeast of aiuwin: point.
| leayver insccurate flel al target caused no dasage. [nere were no
aneny [i titers.

17 | BLELIFELD
it. Col, LaVier led the JOOLh as 4Uth "u" with 39 a/c¢ including 1
ieeH~PrY, 2 'fF, and 3 spares. usuckeye repcrted that the target, a large
i railwa; viaduct northeast of . ielefeld, was under a lU;10 coveraje. a
“eell run was made in group forwatlon witl unouserveu results.
! henns fire ami i/a were nil,

18 ! kission scruubed.

HHITNE

J06th as 4Uth "5" flew 59 #/c including 4 licro He=ls¥ and 3 s ares
led vy Capt. bagee. ULecause key Licro H beacon stayea in normal navigation
code instead of delay, grou, attackec secondary tar et, marshalling vara
at sheine, Results were uncvse.ved.

o few scattered bursts from front lines was only ..a. fire encountered.
No E/a harassed the formaticn.

ofc 60U-G, pilot Lit. Zrne of the 369th, had internal failure in #3 and
4 engines before gett ng into enamyy territory. Plane landed in France with
crew unharmed. leturned to base next da;.

afc 384=L, pilat it, lcidnney of the 368th, ulso hed internal engine
failure, Trouble occurred near I.7., and it, kelinney preceeded on to Lhe
target with the formation. arter voubs away, a/c headed for an enervency
{ ‘arding field. Finally found & o.ot in the, Liege areu, bul one wheel
i fuiled Lo come down. Hecause of the overworked engines, Lilot was force
i to make & crash landing, lst 1.. .. v. Seck (N) and Sgt. F. 3. Newell (TG)

were injured seriously and are still on the continent. :est of crew returne!

| to base a few da;s late

$d

aCHELFFEBIRG

Lajor drending led the JUtth as 40tk "' with 3¢ &c including 2 20,
1 Jeed, and 2 speres. The route wus flown as “r t. lear I.P, operator
indicated that & JeeH run was iryossible since he could not set propsr
ground signals. EBecause lead homb bay doors failed tc open, deputy took
over suortly «fter I.r. ard uade a PFF run on marshaliing Jards at
n3chaffenburg, Low and iigh dropped off lead.

dese fire and enemy fijhiter opposition was nil.

Crews observed two 5-17s ‘o have collided in group ahead. BHoth a/c
spun in with no chutes seen, ‘ater confirmation ghowed the planes to be
from the 303rd,

o)

i

% B, e Casenday, Squadron Uperaté@ns Officer, 369th, was pramoted to
7 the rank of kajor.
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27 e Lission scruhbed,
J. a. Murphy, f£light leader, 423rd, was promoted to the rank of Capt.

28 | COLLGNS ¢

306th flew 3y a/c as 40th "C" including 1 teehi=UFF, 2 YFF, and 3
spares led by Major Hulings. +ntense haze in the targst area and severe
frosting on the plexd;lass forced formation to uiake uee H run on primary,
marshalling yards in southeastern Cologne. iHiph unc low dropped of! lead.
.nterpretation of strike photes show probable hits to i of target.

Two predicted concentration: cf ., .. fira were encountered over
~olozne. ecovery of several casings and one intact peliet indicited
that ircendiary flak was being usad b, the eneny. arage: 4 severe, 7 slignt.

Bth as LOth "B" sent 36 a/c ineludin: 1 Goali='TF wnd 2 FF led b,
Japte lanson, Jurly in the ulssion deputy teoo: over wien ectrica’ o, stem
“wient. oud in lead ship wiideh ard vl Dotn Jesi. and TFF, wmee of tha
peaiunetion, ‘ie secondnry, warspballing jurds at iocvlens, wa attociked in
toroup formation by H2I. Result: were uncuserved,
‘ Ve oprosition and ... Uire v@® nil,

S sdssion scrunved,
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SPORTS
Sase .3 basketball team chalked uy two vietories during the uonth to
bring their wins in Division competion to 4. Station 10; was the Ifirst
victim by a 36=30 count. Cpl. tigrle and 5;v. Feeiy were nigh for the
locals with 12 points each. The 30otn mashed sassingborn 62=~47 in a tilt
played on the night of the 26th in the post tym. Sgte. Feely with Ly, Cpl.
Zindar with 10, and S/Sgt. Bowers with 8 points emsh, led the victors.
Officer's casaba outfit did nct fare so well. The club took it on
the chin 52=39 from Bassingborn on the 26th in the second game of a
double~header. Capt. Vallace, former Indiana flash, gave the locals the
most trouble by chalking up 15 markers.

i.;:‘t: of Officer's promotioms (Captain and up) for the moath of December,
| 3
y

2 Dec. = J, H, Edeler, Flight Leader 369th, to Capt,

2 Dec. = D, B, Currier, Squadron Bombardier 369th, to Capt.

1.5 Dec. = P. V. Osburn, Squadron Navigator 367th, to Capt.

i10 Dec. = G, A, Spencer, Group PFF Operator attached to 367th Sqdn, to Capt.
;13 Dec. = R. R, Denny, Flight lLeader 368th, to Capt.

{15 Des. = H. H. Baker, Squadron Bombardier 423rd, to Capt.

115 Dec, = W, W, Wood, Flight Leader k23rd, to Capt.

216 Dec. = C, G. Duy, Group Ground Executive Officer, to Lt. Col.

ils Dec. - Jo D, MacPherson, Squadron Navigator 369th, to Capt.

' A\
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19

31

oS lodical .dministretive 0fficer, This is the sroup's first a.MeUs and

O1 £lisht surescons orem very relgeved Lo et Lie paper work of U tneir

hands,

Mejor James Se Cheney, proup navigstor and the only conpat "Qld
Timer" left on the stution has b.en lured avey to Lol jorthe e all
hate to seec "Zoot! Cheney leave. s fine navigutor and e sicll 7uy person-
«lly, iajor Cheney arrivea wlth the originel air echelon and wus viell
Jnovn on the stution end throughout the rirst air Divisione & «ll vish
him good lucy and happy landings.

Cuptain John D. MacPherson, lormerloy squadron navijator lor the
"Fitint 3itint", ussigned and joinou to the organization «s group nuvi-
pator in the pluce of lajor Cheney.

1st Lt Ruymond J. Bruder, assistunt Special Service Officer has
buen Lransfersd to Cheadinrton us Special Lervice Crficere .e will remember
Lt Bruder for nig {ine vork in improving our post theatre ana tne auality
of nictures shown = u«lso the wonderful soft theatre sec«ts to relisve cur
achiny; bucks,

9 lujor idchard ., alck, formerley sround executive for the "Clay
Pigaons", now luckily on DS back in Godte country at Ctaff und Comtand
Schiool, rt Leavenvorth, Kansas, is relievei from assignment with the otrzani-
zation and cosipgned to the Miami Bsach, Floridu, iedistribution Statipn.

wajor Hurold De Munudl Jr., hit the juck-pot by gelting a 10 dey
{emporary duty wosignment ot home, Hope our group surygeon hus « nice time
and comes buck rested up. (8ome guvs have all the luck)

aside from the usuel amount of colds in the orgenization that cbout
winds up the history for the month,
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! This mission was briefed to go to Magdeburg to attack the synthetic
i oil refinery there, The target was obscured by clouds when our formation
.’ came up on the bombing run and a 360 degree turn was made for a sscond run
i and it was hoped that the target would be open. Clouds again prevented the
bombardier from picking up the L.P.I, and we then followed the "ible" forcs
to the visual secondary. It was then decidei to make a PFF run on Kassel.
While on the approach the lead found he could make a visual run which he
did with goo ! rezults, the low dropping on him. The high was making a sepa-
rate PFF run, but the equipment failed and at this time no visual correction
could be made. They then turned off to oomb the :/Y at limburg visually,
The 306th sent 36 a/c as 4Oth "B" and our squadron flew 9 a/c in the
high squadron, which bombed Limburg, with Lt. J. N. Hess leading. There
was no attack by E/A but several jet &/. passed within a very close range
of the formation. Our fighter escort was so hot on their trail that they
had no opportunity to make an attack. Flak was inaccurate at Magdeburg,
but at Kassel we were visual targets and our crews were looking down their
i guns. lost of our damage was sustained here. None of our men were injured.
{ Other pilots for the 367th were: Lts, R.B.Overstreet, J.L.Davis, R.L.
! Breed, S.D.Hodges, E.B.Sutherland, YeRe.Fowler, who flew and bombed with the
: 92nd Group, and G.L.Hatch,

 KYLLBURG

i The 306th flew 36 a/c and three spare a/c as 4LOth "a" Group to bomb

the R.R. tunnel at Kyllburg, Germany. Our squadron sent 9 a/c as the lead
flight and low element of the lead group. Capt. R.W.Cogswell, flying spare
filled in the number 2 position, low elementlead squadron, when Lt. J. L.
Patton was forced to turn back just after take off due to engine failure

and catching on fire. The fire was controlled and the a/c returned safely

to base. The trip to the target was satisfactory and the weather gave us a
break by opening up for visual run. Lt, E.F. Saythe, a Clay Pigeon man, was
able to synchronize on the target for the perfect release. Photos show the
K.P.I. completely covered by H.KE. bursts. Scattered but accurate flak was

; encountered for about 10 minutes in the target area. One of our A/C received
. slight damage but no one was injured, Our fighters gave good area support

" and no Z/a were seen, Other pilots for the 367th were: Maj. E.ne Kesling, our
i Co0, who led the C.B.W., and Lts. H.O. Balcom, J.T. Hatch, R.T. Breed, C.T.
Sutton, ¥W.B. Turner, E.B. Sutherland; and ii.R. Fowler.

f ﬁ!%thﬂow’}éMCu\dBupmlnol.Oth"B"Grouptommm
, 8t Hermulheim, Germany. Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the three three 4/C high
elements of sach scuadron., Assembly was acccmplished without incideat and
the entire wission was flown over heavy clouds with only an occasional
glimpse of tha ground through small licles. Buckeye called and said that the
target was overcast, so s PFF run was made, all A/C dropping on the lead, with
unobserved results. Our group received no flak although scattered burata
were seen, FPilots for the 367th were: Lts. C.T« Sutton, E.B. Sutherland, whe
landed at Manston with a runaway prop, S.D. Hodges, R.A. lLisaner, J.i. Davdas,
W.Bs Turner, J.L. Patten, J.L. Hateh, and Vi.Re ore  Lbs Gule Ran

ng spare, filled for Lt, Wood when he was forced %o abort due \o \he
; 4)iness of his tall gunner,
]

|

v
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The 306th Bamb Group flew 36 A/C as 4LOth "4n group to attack the A/F
at Niedermendig, Gerpany., Our squadron sent 9 A/C as the lead flight and
low element of the low group, Lt. W.B., Turner, flying spare, filled with
the 385th Bomb Group to attack Kaiserlautern visually., Assembly was very
difficult due to bad weather and many men were unable to locate their own
formation, and were forced to fi11 with other groups, Other men from our
squadron flying with other outfits were as follows:Lte, Fowler and Hatch
with the 305th; Lt. Patten with the 398th; and Lt. Iissner with the 477th.
Our target was covered by 10/10ths overcast and the bombs were dropped by
Gee~H equipment with unobserved results. Thfffwas a rack malfunction in
the lead of the low and six 4/C in this squadron did not drop. This was
not realized at the time and a second run was not made. The weather was
clear over the continent until the I.P. was reached where it quickly built
| to a solid undercast. Our fighter support was very scant and fortunately
i no E/A were seen. The only flak observed came from the front lines and

| Was not near our formation. All of the A/C rsturned safely. Other pilots
| for the 367th weres Lts. Balcom, leading the low, Overstreet, Rawlings,

| Hodges, and Davis. :

i Cologne

: The 306th flew 39 4/C as the 4LOth "A" CBW to lead the first Division.

¢ Our target was a bridge over the Rhine in the southern part of the city.

| Dus to a solid undercast and the Gee-Y operator being unable to pick up the
| necessary returns the bombs were dropped PFF on the M/Y with unobserved

| results. Our squadron flew nine A/C in the lead squadron with Capt. H.E.

| Hanson leading. Lt. Col, Chalfant, Group Air Executive, rode with him as

j alr commander, There were no E/A seen and our P=51s gave close support with
| P=l47s operating in the target area. A few scattered bursts of flak were

| observad crossing the lines on the way out while a meager inacecurate

! and tracking flak were encountered over the target. No damage wes sustained
| by any of our A/C. Other pilots for the Clay pigeon A/F were: ILts. S.D.

; Hodges, S.B. Rawlings, J.N, Hess, R.i. Lissner flying spare and filling in

| high squadron, C.E. Cushing, C.T, Sutton, G.L. Hateh, ii.R. Fowler, and

| WeB. Turner.

!
; qﬁo 50601 flew 39 A/C as 4Oth "B" Group to bomb an embaniment along tae
rrailroad line just outside Euskirchen, Gemany. It wus hoped that if this

, embaniment could be hit Ltwmnduuonthotnehummmnum-
! less for several days while the earth was being cleared away. Our squadron

| sent 9 A/C as the three three plane high elements of each squadroa. The

bombing sas dore through 10/10ths cloud by Gee=H equipment and no resulta
were observed, Our formation encountered no flak or B/A and P=51a gave
xcellent support throughout the mission. Pilots of the Qay Pigeon 4/C ware:
Lts. Sutherland, Fowler, and Prokop with the lead; liodges and
Turner with the low; Balocm, Cushing, aud Lissner with sn ghe

;

he “Tow daput Diod a0 et TN
L andau, ead W
1 4n the lesd Mm. landay waa the PP
return on the ‘.dekey seope and ali ground
soon 10 indlonie that our bosbs were
,00ven A/C a0 the lead flight and

ot
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10th

Lith

: Capt, R.\.. Cogswell flew spare for this squadron and filled with the lead to

bomb. The low was led by Lt. H. C. Balcom who wa. wounded in the left foot
about one minute bsfore his boubs were released, Yaj. E.W. Kesling, our C.0.,
flew with Capt. B. ii. Magee to lead the CBW. Lt. G.L. Hatch was to have flown
the deputy Gee-H 4/C but was unable to take off due to engine trouble. No u/a
were seen and our fighters gave good area support, appearing at the I.P. and in
the target area. Lt. G.W. David, bombardier on Lt. J.N. Hess' 4/C, was wounded
by flak near the target but his recovery is assursd. The only flak encounter
came from Mannheim-Ludwigshaven area. Here it was moderate but accurate,
lasting for about three minutes. Lt. J.L. Davis lat his # 2 engine just
before reaching the I.P. and his # 1 engine went out Just after the target.

He returned alone on two engines to the Base. On landing his left wing stalled
out just before the touch-down and hit the ground. The »/C spun around but he
was able to keep it on an even keel and no one was injured., Other pilots for
the 367th were: Lts. R.3. Overstreet, C.E. Cushing, &.B. Sutherland and W.J.
Davis,

GYMNICH

The 306th flew the 40th "B" Group to bomb Gymnich A/D just east of Koln.
Our squadron flew 9 A/C in the high squadron as the lead flight and lom
element, Capt, \\.B. Butterfield, our operations officer, led the squadron.
The route from the I.P. to the target lay just to the south of Koln and on the
bomb run our formation wes crowded north over the city. The clouds had broken
and we were visual targets for Jerry's flak guns. The lead caught the worst
damage and our squadron got off comparatively lightly with 5 A/C damaged and
no personnel injured. The bombing was done visually after the Gee-H equipment.
went out. The ground was covered with snow and made identification very dif-
ficult, Photos show our squadron's bombs on the near-by town of Bliesheim.
There was no E/A opposition and no fighter sup,ort. Other pilots from the
clay Pigeon A/F were: Lts, J.L. Patten, R.B. Overstreet, J.N. Hess, S.D. Hodges,
W.B, Turner, G.L. Hateh, R.A. Lissner who returned early due to engine failure,
and Capt. R.i.. Cogswell. Lt. C.E. Cushing filled with the low but was unable
to drop,

cm&

306th flew the 4Oth "i" Group to bomb the Hohenzollern Bridge in Koln.
Our squadron sent 12 A/C as the lead 8quadron. Capt. Hanson, the lead pilot
with Ool. Sutton, was unable to take off due to mmmﬁ:muu of the
4/C. Lt. J.N. Hess, the deputy lead with Lt. Col. laVier, asswaed the lead
from the start and flew in this position throughout the mission. The target
was perfectl, clear and each squadron made a separate run, The lead's strikes
were on the west approach to the bridge and the high squadron's bombs streddled
the center of the bridge. The low hit a M/Y in the city. loderate accurete
fisk was encountered at the target for four minutes. Lb. .3, Winelou's a/C
was hit and Sgte. N.L. Russel, waist gunner, and a.C. Miller, tail wel'e
seriously injured, MNeager, acourate flak was ehcountered over the m
ont.tnuwtoWWntnMqumemhthlommuma way
out. Thers were no enesy fighters and our support consisted of a fem Peble
glving area support around the target, Other pilote for \he J67Ah werel

Lte. 8.0, M‘,’..‘ VLR FMOI‘, W, .‘..'\. (118 h\“. Ua e W Rade
u..n‘r. Colle Cuthln‘. Jol. Patten and W.8, Nmt 2
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FRIEIBURG

The 306th flew 36 4/C as the 40th "C" Group to bomb Freiburg, Germany,
PFF. Our squadron sent 9 4/C as the three three plane high slements for each
squadron, and Capt, Hanson flew the lead ./C, There were only 10 - 12 bursts
of flak at the target and this was low and inaccurate. Ilo other flak was
encountered and no damaze was _i-tained by the sroup. Our strikes were later
identified as over the target in g mountain pass in Germany., There were no
E/a seen and our fighters gave good support from the I.P. until again over
friendly territory. Other pilots for the 367th were: Lts, G.L. Hateh, C.E.
Cushing, 1,.7, Brasch, i.R, Fomler, i,B. Turner, ... Lissner, s,D, Hodyes,
WeB. linslow and J, Patten,

BIGLAK<LD

The 306th Bomb Group flew 36 A/C and three spare 4/C to bomb Bielefeld
by Gee=li, Cur squadren sent, 9 4/C as the leaq flight and low element of the
Llow squadron with Capt. Donkin leading. Lt. v.r, vale; filled in the high
Squadron and flew the mission, No flaic was encountered and no E/i were sesn,

fighters gave close Support. The bombir. wue tkrough 10/10ths cloud with
unobserved results, .11 our 4/C returnad safely to the Hase, Cther Clay
Figeon M pilots were: Lts, .8, (verstrest, U.,. brasch, R.L. Breed, .,u,
~inslow, J.L. Fatten, .. .k. Fowler, H... Lissnsr and «+b. Turner,

oHEING

The 306th flew the 4Oth "3" Group to baub theine, ﬁerﬂuru' After @ mal-
function of the ground station made micro-k bombing iupossible, The run or.
itheine was made PFF ang the boubs were dro,ped through 10/10ths cloug wita no
observed results, Cur squadron flaw nine /C as the lead fli;nt and low element
of the high squadron, Lt, Hoa, Lissner, £iying Spare, fi.ied a Vacancy in tne
high element of the high squadron and flew the mission, Capt, E...C. Ka,ee
led the mission, o flak was encountered at the target and only a few in-
effective bursts were sean at the front lines, Qur f£i_hters gave close support
over enemy territary. all 4/C returned with no dawsge and no injured aboard,
Cther pilots for the 367th were: Lts, 3,3, «inslow, J,N. iess, leading the high,
J.L. Patten, G.L. Hatch, V,p. valey, W.ii. Brasch, S.D. tiodges, R.u. Cverstreet
and ¥i.R. Fowler,

ASCHOFFENBURG

The 306th flew 38 4/C to bomb the L/Y in aschoffenburg, Germany by FF¥,
The target was completely overcast and no results were observed, Our squadron
sent 9 4/C as the lead flight and low element of the lead Squadron. Lt. H.Q.
Balcom lead, with Yaje Grending with hin as the air commander, Lt. D.n. Lenn
flying spare filled on the lesd flicht and flew the mission. No flak was en
countered and no Z/A were seen, The mis. ion was flown over a solid undercast
most of the tiwe but gave no trouble on return, Cther Clay Figeon pilots were:
Lts. R.B. Overstreet, R.D. Turner, s.u, Hodges, J,L, Patten, /., Brasch, G.L.
Hatch, V.,F, Daley, and i/,R. Fowler,

COLOGNE
The 306th flsw 39 4/C as the 40th "C" Group to bomb the L/Y at Cologne.

A Gee-H run was made and hazy photos show strikes to the N... of the NP1,

Our squadron flew ¢ A/C in the three three plane high eleuents. accurete
predicted concentrations of flak was encountered ovep the target and eleven of
the Group's 4/C were damaged, No personnel was injured, No &/a were seen and
our F=5ls, though scarce on the way in, appeared in strength at the target and
gave excellant close Bupport on the way out, Other pdlotu for the 367th were:
Capt. it.i. Cogewell, und Lty, Jils Patten, ..B, vdnalow, 3.0, llodges, W.5, Duraer,
Hom, Liswner, 4,1, Hateh, D, Lenn, wnd Vi, Brasch,

A
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HOBLENG

X The 306th flew 36 A/C as the 40th "B'" group to bowb Koblenz PFF. Cur
Squadron flew Y A/C as the lead flight and low element of the low squadron with
| Capt, Donidn leading, Capt. H.E, Hanson lead the group, lowever, he was

| forced to abandon the lead to Lt. R.l. Claeys of the 308th when his alectrical
systew failed, The deputy had no Gee=H equipment and made his run on Koblenz,
the briefed Secondary. The target was coupletely overcast and the results
were unobserved. lNo E/4 were encountered und our fighters gave continuous
support. Other pilots for the 367th were; Lts, H.:. Overstreet, ... Brasch,
S.0. lodges, J.L, Patten, L.K. Lann, G,L, Hatch, V.r. Daley, and ..z. Winslow,

¢ WOOE Linim vedr e wore VERETT ey LS SN IRONSS AL Rk Ta
Lol it Haoule?™ Lian Lo g Waid Do S 047 ) i AT B u' a1y, e 7 uery
very lort iate in aawvii O th OISO L ove T H S o b el 1. 4 tirdte
Wbe Lo Lhe devoiom edt of our t] Bl Counai tettnd we Ut ns fade Sl td-
versiuin Lticds o Utler's war ..o e poss,bles  Taday .. 1y 0r Lhe pinspo g
tarpets tlivd 4 we do creadt Lo cuy voabtrdier Under tue bwst viouw') concio-
lons re wein. attngked Llovth 4 solid unawrcast. 1t i DL ve s.ld it tue

Stricing power of eVEri /0 ks Geen nore Lkt doubled oy thiese wevelop.ents,

Our jo0d fortune js Coullived ror J wuiry sad we Live Hov been ¢udlened
by the Luftwu.ire, Our Oaly neir encounter cw.e on tie irst wuen seversl Jevw
passea very close to Lhe foriation wut our luter escort Reph il Gb by, u
aere very fortunate in losins no ../C durin: the onth,

The Cluy Pipeon Alr Forze puan apperrdngs in the above POty e (lel't o AT
T/ortse Vol Offord, ‘. Lindsay, :nd G . 4illespiv, the farst tnvee uet Lo
couplove the! socond comat tour witn this group Ly flying %0 nissions agadnat
the Hun in detense of the Four Froedows. Borlin, Halberstidt, nud nany synttetae
o4l refineries, Lie life bload of Germany's | echandaed ALY, e, Lo i oaly a
few of tho vital «nd neuvily defended turpets Atbucked, adl foaddar scenes LW thuse
uen, thut .o frou ive uileu upe The wedgit of thodr mulverieing madds taia, wlao
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; Preceedea tiie ndvunce of the estern front onto ferin s0il,  ueh o these
4ea is an experienced vateran of wodern aerial warfire us is testified by the
wecorations they awarded the;,

The followin,: nign awards were nada durin~ the ,.onth of Decerber, 1%y,

DeFe%e
lst Lt -wobert 0, ireuni:,
<na Lt, louis F, (L IroKop
‘apt. suthur Vaan
1st Lt. Paul H,. .artin
2ud Lte iticnura ., Townsend

Y
o+
=
cr

lobert L, U rdon
Joha P, e vty
SRPPeTT T O

tiordon ., Lpencer

g, 5wy o
il
l_q'\_a
o¥E
° 4 o o

Purple Heort

! Capt, .utnur Vann T/3gte dwin e, e Neall
5/8gt. Charles ' “lters

The following prouotions were announced durdng Junuary, 19453

£/0 to 2nd Lt,

feDe Allen Wavin He Clark

<nd Lt, to st Lt,

Jol. Davis

Suythe
Wede Davis, Jr, Stauber
Feds Fortuan Overstreet
‘r..ii. Husstho.se Irvine
ZeDs Sutherland Field
RoL. Breed Daley, Jr,
GoBe Hawlings Hess
Ce s Cushing Lenn

D.Le Hatch, Jr,
S.Ds Hodges, Jr,
P.ix. Becker,

Skoniecuny
Snoddy
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Jan 1 LIMBURG .\D KASSEL

306th flew 36 WC including 4 Pfe A/C as 4Oth "B", The primary target
was Magdeburg but because it was covered with clouds we did not drop oup
bombs there, After making the run on Magdeburg the formation made a 360
degree turn to the left and passed over Magdeburg again, Finally made a
Tun on Kassel, dropping our bombs at 1319, On this run the WEH
started it as per run but when Pff equipment wentout abandoned the run and
bombed Limburg M/y ot 1354, Thewe were no E/A attacks on this £roup but
north of Magdeburg two silver jet A/C, probably Me262s passed within 800
yards of oypr high squadron, 12-15 P51s were in pursuit, A Mel63 was also
reported seen in the Same area by the high 8quadron, A4.A. fire at Kassel
was accurate, moderate, tracking and barrage, Most of the chaff had al-
ready been used up in the runs over Magdeburg whe:e Ache fire was inaccur-
ates No A.A, fire ¥as met at Limburg,

Major Hulings leq the group today, Lte Risk wa: leader of the low
lots were Lts, Coyne, Swango, Olsen, &cGahan,

;
g
=
:
:
8
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2 KYLLBURG

The mission today was very successful and is & good example of pin-
point bombing, The target or aiming point was & communications center in
a tunnel at Kyllburg, Photos show that the pattern was squarely on the
target, The high squadron made & second r.n arg dropped on top of the lead
8quadron's bombs while the low's bembs are slightly southeast of the aim-
ing point, The 306th flew 39 A/C including 3 Pff, one Gee=H, and one Pff-
Gee-H, and 3 spares as LOth win, )y A/C returned safely, All prr equipe
ment worked satisfactorily although the bombing was visual, No fighter
opposition wag encountered and P5lg gave good area Supporte A.a. fire was
meager, fairly accurate, tracking at scattered points in target area for
about 5 to 10 minutes, although no eingle concentration of more than 4 bursts
were seen, Capt, Matzke led the high Squadron, (Other 368th members of the
high were: Lts, Schroeder, Claeys, Eros, Jones, *artin, Clsen, kaenner, and
Brown, :
i Lts Joe Pavip departed for 70th Replacement Lepot,

3 HERMULHE IM
$08th flew 39 4/C including one PfeeGy 4/Cy 3 PLf A/C and three spares

as 40th npn, Buckeye Blue reported that the entire area would be overcast
and that all bombing would be by instruments, The lead dropped by Gee-k at
1053 hours and the high and low dropped on the lead, Photos show 10/10
clouds with no ground detail, The plotted Prf 8Cope photos show the bomb
strikes about 3 miles north of the target, There was N0 Ashe fire or e
air opposition on this 8roup, A few bursts of Ao fire were seen to the left
on the turn off the target and g barrage behind at the time when there were
no A/C near the bursts, Major Hulings led the group; other pilots were Capt,
Denny and its, Schroeder, Halliday, Swango, Olsen, Martin, Maenner, and
McGahan, Lt, Jones who was flying as 8pare joined the 303rd group and bombed
St. Vith, A1l a/c returned safely,

2nd Lte Frank Sedford was relieved from assignment and departed for 70
R.D,

- WG- .
_ e 306th flew 39 4/c indluding one Pff-Gee-} 4/C, three Pog 4/C and 3
Spares, as LOth wpn Considerable difficulty was experienced in Quar
due to dense persistent contrails, Right i/C flew and w
other groups, pilot Maenner, the only one from the bombed
E9up, ~Bonbing was dane by Geech e 10/10 clouds, Tuare waa &
etion in the lead 4/C of the low group, The alr commander, &8, Goly
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~ thinking only 4 A/C did not drop felt a separate run was not justified and

——

told them to bring their bombs back, Six brought boubs back in the low
Plus one in the high which could not release, The track obtained from
Plotted Pff scope photos show strikes about 1 aile NeW. of the target, which
Was the Niedermendig 4/Ds  There was no E/A or a.as fire on this group,
Capt. Denny flew ag deputy leud today, The 368th flew the 3 highs of lead,
low and high 8quadrons and 1ncludod‘ita. Swango and Olsen, Hathaway and
McCaulie and Martin, McGehan and Schroeder, respectively,

Our exscutive officer, Major Edward Miazza, who came over to England
with the 368th has been transferred to the 423rd squadron, His place has
been taken by Major Viiilie Williams, Jr, from the 369th squadron,

COLOGNE

306th flew 39 a/c including one GH-pre A/C, three Pff 4/C and 3 spares
as LOth w,in, Buckeye Blye reported 10/10 at target and said bombing would
be by instruments, 4 GH run was starteq on the primary but 18 miles from
the target the operator was unable to Pick up the tracking blip, and the
Tun was completed by Pff on the Secondary, Photos show no ground detail
but plotted Pre photos show the main pattern to be just short of the
with some strikes undoubtedly in the yards. There was meager tracking and
barrage A.A, fire at the target for two minutes, and g few scattered bursts
crossing the front lines on the way out, There was no E/4 opposition, Lt,
Underwood led the low 8quadron, Other 368th mombers were Lts, Claeys, Swango,
Maenner, Schroeder, Brown, Martin, Olsen anq McCaulie, 411 4/C returned

ely

2nd Lts, Halliday, Miller, Townsend ang Underwood were promoted to 1st
Lt effective 2 January, 1945,

EUSKIRCHEN z
The 306th flew 39 A/C including one Gt 4/C, four pre “/C and 3 spares as
40th "B", The target today was a ReRe intersection near Euskdrchen, Bombing

Matgke led the high squadron, Other 368th members were: Lts, N, McKinney
Siaeys, lalliday, Schrosder, Hartahorn, Brown, McGahan, and Capt, “aw, It.’

%é?ﬂn 38 a/c including one Gee~H-Pff, three PLL A/C and 3 Spares as
40th "A" group, “The 306th leader discovered at rendesvous that hig AFCE wag

out and that the Gee=H on which the mission depended was not operating,
minutes before the I,P, Buckeye Red re that the weather was 20/10 in
target area but that he couldn't find the which was just SN, of

landau, 5d.nutubormthol.l’ he called R and said he could

ground through heavy hase byt wasa't -unh.:::iom the target, n:':«":'u.
Landau and on the bomb run the lead Mickey operator could met locate

hmuhllplndb@odamor. mnghwlu-qnldmhnwhd-

the secondary but pictures indie
! ﬁuy or ? #‘.‘#"& nopi/a oppoos.uo: and A,
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for the group, Other 368th members were Lts, Halliday, kcKinney, McGahan,
Coyne, Jones, Maenner, Evans and Capt. Law,

2nd Lt, Robert Laden was promoted to 1st it, effective 3 January, 1945,
lst Lt, Dorushiin departed for the 70th R.Ds

was knocked down, and the group leader was hit and did not return to base
until a few days later, .(On the bomb run the Gee-H went out and the lead
took over and made a visual run, The only photos available are from the
high squadron and show strikes completely obscuring the small town of
Bliesheim, six miles S.E. of the Primary, There was no fighter opposition
and no fighter support was seen, Members of the 368th were Lte, Ha )
Evans, MeCaulie, Jones, M s Schroeder, Brown, Hartshorn, and McGahan,
lst Lte, E, Miller and D, Townsend departed for the 70th ReD,

Capt, Vidlansky has left for TD with the 8th A.F,
lst Lts, Coyne and Laden departed for 70th R.D,
F/0 J, Johnson accepted an appointment as 2nd Lt, effective 8 Jan., 1945,

th flew 35 A/C including 3 Prf /C ag 4ot "A" group, The aiming
Point today was the Hohengzollern R,R, bridge in Cologne, It was bombed vis-
vally and photos show lead bombs on the western a8pproaches to the bridge with
Rear misses on the bridge itself. The low hit the small M/Y west of the
bridge, The high had no photos but crews stateq at the time that their patt-

direct hit by the high squadron, There was moderate and accurate 4.4, fire
at the target, ang meager, accurate fire over the front lines, There was no
enemy fighter opposition but the fighter support was scarce,

Colonel Sutten, Division leader, on this mission and pilot of Gee<H- Pf.
A/C 369-X, could not take off because of engine failure, Lt, Risk led the
low squadron, Other 368th members of the low were Lts, Martin, Jones, Halliday,
i;ln‘o, Brown, Claeys, Olsen, Maenner, lcCaulie, McKinney and Bvans, al)

C returnea safely,
2nd Lt, Holscherwas transferred to the 423rd Bomb Squadron,
lst Lt, i, Sdwards wus transferred and left for the 70th R.D,

P today was a R.R, bridge 8upplying
pocket, Howefer, because of 10/10 oloud condd
by P££ on the secondary, Freiburg, The 306th flew 36
40th "CY groyp, A1) mckey equipment worked well
show all the low ground hidden in olouds with only
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4Oth "B" group, The target t was the R.R, viaduct about 24 miles N,E,
of the towne The bombing uao:::ouplilhod by Gee=H technique, through 10/10
undercast, in 8roup formation, The Plot of the pff 8cope photos reveals that
strikes were made about 2 miles S,a, of the aiming point, Strike photos show
no ground detail, Thepre was no B/a oppesition or As%, gun fire on this group,
Fighter support was good and particularly close in the target area, 368th
membors who flew today were Lt, Kisk as lead pilot with Lt, Col. Lavier as
alr coumander, Lts, Claeys, McCaulie, Maenner, Olsen, Brown, Martin, Jones,
Whitcomb and MicGahan,

Capt. Roy Buchanan departed for the 70th ReDy

lst Lt, C, Halliday left for the 70th ReDe
Capt, R, Denny departed for the 70th Replacement Depot ,

RHEINE

The 306th flew 39 a/c including ¢4 MH=P£f A/C and 3 spares as 40th "BM, The
Primary today, either visual or Gee=H, was Sterkrade synthetic oil plant, but
because of 10/10 clouds the briefeqd Secondary, Rheine, was bombed by Pff, It
was intended to bomb the target by Micro-H but because the beacon stayed in
normal navigation code undelayed instead of dolayod, %he operator decided
that the bambs would fall nowhere near the target and decided to bomb PLL,
Each aquadron made its own bombing run, There was no fighter opposition and
N0 Ae4, gun fire at the target, Pilot EcKinney, 4/C 384-L, had to crash land
on the continent about 3 miles Seie of 4=93, Number one engine went out be-
fore the I,P, He went into the target ang dropped his bombe, lagging behing the
formation, After the target his #2 engine went out also, hHe trieq to make
& landing on the field and couldn't complete the circle and crashed beyond,
Lt, McKinney and Lt. Beck, “gts, Opper and Newell were injured, The rest of
the crew receivec only very minor uries, 368th members who flew te were
Lts, Srown, Olsen, Swango, Jones, Ni:ij:ahnn, bcKinney, McCaulie, "'hitecug:ym
liaenner,

ASCHAFFENBURG

The 306th flew 38 #/C including 3 Pff, one Gee-H, ang 2 spare 4/C as
4LOth win, The Primary target was the marshalling yards in aschaffenburg, 4
Gee-H run was ordered near the I.P, but because the operator couldn't get
any signals from the ground at that time the leader tried to make a Pff pun,
However, he couldn't get his bomb bay doors open and the deputy took over and
made the run, The low and high squadrons dropped on the lead, The
began its own pre run but interference from another group forced it to abandon
the run and drop on the leads There was no E/A opposition on this group apd
No 4.4, gunfire, ® weather was 10/10 over most of the continent except for
breaks before the L5 Lt Underwood led the low squadron, Other 368th mege
bers were Lts, MeCaulie, Carder, Baenner, Olsen, McGahan, Jones,
Swango and Wpitcomb, All A/C returned safely,

F/0 Ls Burley was assigned and joined the Squadron from Hq, AAF,

ist Lt, J, Brian departed for 70th ReDe
2nd Lt, B, Martin and Capte J, Jordan departed fop 708k R,

2nd Lts, Hathaway, Kraemien, loCaulie, J, Wartin, Rizso, M
Tomlinson, Vieber and Wilf, were Promoted to lat Lie, effeetive 8 daey 243,

mm,mtm&mumM\ﬂk\i\MM"hN\
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away,
erely and 7 slight, Incendiary i.A, shells were also fired at us,
weather was almost a solid undercast on the way in with clouds breaking at
the target but with visibility poor due to an intense haze,

Ma jor Hulings led the group today and Lt, Risk led the high squadron,
Other members of the high were Lts, Martin, ®hitcomb, Olsen, Swango,
Hartshorn, Hathaway, McGahan, Evans, and Carder, ANl “/c returned safely,

1st Lts, Tomlinson, McCaulie, and Schrosder departed for 70th R,D,

eacort was excellent, glving continuous Support throughout the mission,
368th men who f1ew today's mission were Lts. Claeys as deputy lead, Evans »
Swango, Vdtcomb, Olsen, Jones, Risso ang KcGahan, ALl 4/C returned safely,

The following high ewards were presented during the month of December,

Diutmmed I";zi_ng Cross
Pt. ROb.rt To
Capt, Edward SeifD:inz
lst Lt. Robert Js Curran
lst Lt, dobert g, Chris john
T/Sgt. Sherman D, Bennett
" Curtis N, Foster
" Louis R, Gilbert
S/°gt., Lyle Ao Brown

" George L, Barber
N Paul Brunetti

" Roy Co ®icklin
n

L

John P, ~Lightheart
Lavrence F, Pesterfield

Purple &%
8/Sgt, Robert W, Peatross

S/5gt. Haig Gadarian

1
I‘/Sﬁ. George H, ﬁ en

8/8gt. Byron W, Firtle %,
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The 306th fiew 36 a/c includi U & PFF a/c as 40ty nyn Sroup. The 3u9th
flew 9 a/c as high fliznts of the lead, low and nigh Siuadrous. Lead ana low
Syuadrons bombeg Kassel with visual sighting, PFF equipcent of the high
went out on the boub rup and high bowbeq Lizburg 1 /¥ Visually. ‘There were
no E/.. sttacks on the gioup althouun two T/7 and one S/Z EB/.. were seen with
P=51s in close pursuit. At K.issel aewee fire was noderate, tricking and bap-
rage. There was no 1lak 8L Linburg, Over the North Sea on the vay out low
Squadron broke up in clouds ang reformed, I, Stewert wag unaccounted fop

8ot 500 gallans on 2nd January ang took off for Mini, but because of poor
weather conditions landed at Lille/Vendeville. On 3rd Jmuary he flew to
Martini byt WS grounded until the next afternoon when weather conditions
pernitted return to base, Lt, Pearce had twe engines hit ovep the Kiel
Canal but thought he could wnke the target ; however, by the time he had
reached the I.P, he was far behind the romton, had a windud.uu.‘, prop, and
,’ dropped on a target of opvortunity. Fearce then came hope alone witiout
i fighter suprort, Lts. io®ett ang “rne landed at Messenger for refueling ung
! returned to base the sane day,
' Lt. Vood took off late using spare a/c and when he wag unable to catch
. the 306th Group joined on to the 457th and bombed Gottingen, Lts, Carle,
| Rogers, Cation and crews algo Tlew 369th a/c,
j Members of the 369th who did not return from tne tission were;
1st Lt. .D.Stewart ~ . Pilot T/S8te A. R, Cecere =~ Top Turret
{ 2nd Lt oo, 17, Streun Co~pilot S/Siteitl. J. kicCue Ball Turret
! ZM L. Wilson Navigator 5/Sgts Da F. Bohrey Waist Gunnep
| sgt. L.y Peterson  Bombargier §/Sgt. R. L. Chancellor-aty Gunuer
| T/Sgt. C. A, Vaple Radio operator
2nd I KYLLBURG :
’ The 306th flew 39 a/e including 3 PFF, one GH, and one PFF-gy and three
Spares as LOth "pn Group. The 369th flew 10 a/c in the low squadron incly-
i ding Capt, Haase as lead and Lt, Cation as a Spare. Bombing was visual ang
| excellent, Photog show the lead apqg high bomhs ely on the aiming point
with the low S.8, of aiming point, There was no » A opposition, Flak was
! meager, tradk ing, ang fairly accurate at several points in the target area,
! Others flying from the 369th were Lts, Rozett, Carle, Rogers, Erne,
! Mattson, ood, Pearce, Hubbell and crews,

! HERMULH 1M

/ The 306th groun £1ew 39 a/e dncluding one PFF-GH, three PFF &/c and

| three spares &s the 4O "B" gryyp,” The 369th flew 9 a/c including lead of the

I high squadron, (Capt, Laughlin f£lew lead with Lts, Ylood, llattnn, Erne,
Reinhart,, Pearce, Hubbell, Carle, Cation ang crews flying other 369t a/e,
Bombing was by Gil on Hermulheim if/y through 10/10 elouds, Plotted scope
Photos show bombs north and west of the taprget, There was no Ad gun fire on
the group, and no 3,/ Oppocition, Lt Woog returned early Lecause of ap,
411 gunner,

bth

i Majg. Willde s, Williams wag relieved from 4ssignment with the organisation
and took over ay sxecutive officer of tine 368th o « Pald

{ Kraft, formerly sxecutive officer of the 423nd &quadron, aseumed QA\\“ 4 e

| AW executive officer of the 369th, :
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[ The h flew 39 a/c including one PFF=-GH €, and three

Hasse in the leaq a/c with Col, Salada frog Wng, and a spare, all in the
lead group, Dense Persistant contrails above 15,500 feet over ingland
made assenbly very difficult apq Lt. Lomay returned when unable to find the
forwation, ang Lt. Frne, unable to find the group, joined and bombed with

: the 92nd groyp, Bombing was by Gee=H over 10/10 clouds. Plotted geo e
Photos show 4 800d track with boubs Probably a 1ittle short of the A/F,
There was no flak at the target. Several 8cattered bursts were reported
near the lines but there W38 no damage. Ther, ®as no /A opposition, Lt
Carle returneqd early because of an oxygen failure, Others flying from the
369th were Lts, Vattson, Yood, Hubbell, Cation, Rogers ang crews. Lt. Ryder

flying spare turned back ag briefed,

6th COLOGNE
‘ The 306th flew 39 a/e ineluding one GH-PFF a/c, thres PFF, and three
f Spares as 40 "i" to bogp the M/Y at Cologne, Boubing was by ppp when the

i the majn concentration would have been on the yards, Meager tracking ang
barrage flak at tpe target did no damage, There was no E/A opposition,
The 369th flew 9 a/c as hign flights in the lead, low, ang high squadrons,
i Lts, Rogers, Ryder, Lomar, Hubbell, Cation, Carle, Mattson, Erne, Wood,

i and crews flew 369th a/c.

7th ! E@@

! he 306th flew 39 a/c dncluding one Gy a/c, four PFF and three spares

I s the 4O "B" group,” The target was a Ry embankment near Buskirchen,
Bombing was by GH, Plotted 8cope photos dndicate that bomb strikes were to

i the left ang ovVer the enbankment. There Was no AA fire on the group, ang

| Do E/A opposition, The 369th flew 10 a/c in the low with Lt. J.R. Lewis

! leading, Capt, B.B. Lewis, Lts, Mattson, Lonar, » Ryder, Hubbe11,

| Pearce, Young, Carle, and crews flew other 369¢h a/e.

{ The 306th filew 38 a/e including one GH=PFF, three PFF, and three spares
! 8s the 40 wpn, The 369th flew 9 a/c as lead section and low flight of the

| high squadron. Lt. Rozett flew the 1eaq a/c with Lts, Hansen, Eme, Pearce,
| Young, Cation, Chancey, Ryder, Lomar, ang crews flying other 369th a/e.
| GH paen

I

Chancey landed at Farnborough with #l engine out. Sgt. B.M, Brown, R.0. on

; There was o squadron Booting in the 8t theatre for all parsonnel

[ of the Squadron, Capt, Kpagy, 8poke on uﬁmy courteay and cles of the

| am.u/m. zauﬁ.oy Presented the D,¥,0, toif:- J'a'r}'m ad N':uo
stars to M/ggt, mr-.awcrd,mnt.oh ) and .Vﬂm )
Kukes, hoabetsi cbief,

‘; AWMWET _
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The 306th flew 38 a/e including 4 PFF, 1 Gee~H, and 2 spares as
40 "B", Maj, McKinney, C,0, of the squadron, flew &roup lead with 8 other
369th a/c in the lead squadron, Interference from other groups on the
bombing run forced the formation over Cologne under visual conditions,
The lead and deputy lead were severely hit on the bamb run as well as
three other a/c from the lead squadron. These 5 a/c, 4 of which were
from the 369th, did not return to base with the fornation although crews
of all except one have since returned. There wag no E/A opposition,
Maj. McKinney's a/c was hit one minute before the target at which time
some boubs wepre dropped, probably due to & hit in the electrical systew.,
and most of the a/c in the group droppeqd early on these bombs, Maj.
McKinney retained the lead over the target but was unable to release the

around, The deputy had been hit and had left the formation, ‘hen another

a/c took over lead Yaj. ¥cKinney left the formation and starteq back to

base, but dcing in clouds Wwas very bad, and Sgt. Sulser, waist gunner,
[ had a shattereq ankle, so he landed at Brussels. The crew, with the
i exception of Sg1.. Sulser who was in the hospit.l, returned within three or
four days. Lt, lattson's a/c was hit in /A ang /2 engines two minutes
before bombs away, He was last Seen about 2000 feet bolow the foryation
burning and losing altitude, although crews report thut the u/e seemed to
be under control at that time, One chute Wal reported out,

Lt. Peinhart'y a/c was nit over Cologne in the #2 ung 74 engines

injuring Lt, Laubert, the bonbardier at the swue time., Tne boubaraier
! was knocked frog his seat, had o Serious leg iijury ang ¢lass in his eye,
| but he crawleq oack and dropped baubs on the lead a/c, The s, engine ran
I‘ away, if2 lost o0il und had to ve Teathered, the electrical systec. wag out,
|

and a/c laged bening Losing altitude, gus Eulges were out, so pilot
landed in friendly territory, Tie crew reported thut the pilot wade a
Very £0od landing in viey of the condition of the Plane,
I Lt. Pearce's a/c vas hit on the boub run knockin out two engines
, and critically inguring the pilot ia the head, The ayc loft the forma:ion
and dropped on a T.0. about 4 miles West of Colosne. The navigator tried
' to give the Pilot first aid but the nheaq injury was too serious ang the
! co=-pilot landed in France, Lt, Pearce was carried to a hospital at St
| ‘uentin but died 4 days later from the injuries received, The pilot
i could prot (tly have saved hie life if he had had on a flak helnet, but
! Crew sienmbers say he seldor wore g heluet becuuse ne Lhou tht he coula do
, a better job without one,
Cavt, Lewis, Itg, ‘food, Hubbell, Carle, “rne, and crews rlew other
369th a/c. a1 Flaines recieved slisht tn gevere damage,
Merbers of the 369th ™o went down on Ly, Hattson's crew were:
2nd Lt. Hapold G, 'attson - pilet 2nd Lt, Roy J, Kruger<co=pilot
F/0 Lewrence C, Shaw, Jr, - pay, “nd Lt. Jessa A. Rryan - boaib .
5/8it. Pichard Radrez - p,o, 8/5gt, Junes ¥, Jenkins - engr,
et Jogenh F, 7 anek - b,t, <“¢ts Vernon L, Crowton - Wella
“Ete Davia o, Kouheck - t.q. 2nd Lty e Mocharnug - ru..es:‘)

Luth COLOGN:
The 306th flew 35 a/e dncluadng 3 pp as 40 ".n leadini 1st adr
division, T vap oL was the Hohenuoll ern A brddpe at Cologne which wag
borbea dounlly. Plhotoy show loud boiba on Wouteru approuches o the
bridge, way, althouyii no pietures we uvalluble, high douadrou eraews rebory

™ T e e
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ith cont ' tieip DObS straddled tne oridie nad clafi, 2 = 3 aitse  The 367tu flew

hisu s undron wiil L, “ozett lying the lead a6 Capl s Pelie Leuds,

Lte, Yrosk, Lomar, G ovion, Tankia, Carukostos, Youny, -yder, leinhurt
2Ud erews flev athepe 269th a/c in the suadron, Lt. Denton returneg aurly
Lectuse of oxyen r dlure, nd v, ood retuwrned e rly becuuss of engine
fallure, Lt, e nhert lost an ondne over the tirvet . nu came hone on
three en, ineg, Thers wes no b/ ornosition, There wi s moder-te but
iCCwrate 12ak nt, ¢ tarse. sturting one l.dnute before vouns MLy cnad
lsting until three minates al'tep, Dunege Lo the iign s uadron was i
3evere, 5 slisnt,

lse Lt, Jrok .1, Lewis was prouoted vo tue runk or captain,

15k BRI LING
The 206th flevi 36 al/c includin: 3 pow 45 LO "G pnmy o, The tepget

Wi Frieburg which & boubed by Fip tirou,h 10/10 clouds with the low

' s.uedron droppin: on the load, “he 369t flev 9 4/¢ incluidn,;: the le.d of

the low s ufdron, L., Dzett flevw leug #/¢ qnd viiti hir. Capt, ieile Lu'.-iss,

Lts. ““rugk. Houwley, ood, Tinkhun, Catlon, venton, Caralostis, ana crews

i Tlew otbop 369, a/cy  Thare no ela orpocition, “na the only 11k

reported was 10 - 3. burst: low ynd behind before bornbe anee There gus

no-dinsee,  Lt, Rowd €y brov ht nis voriby back beca.se of . switen nal-

funietion, Lte Trag: LA 5 renbers of nis crew finished tours tody .

17th BEL 31D

The 306t {lew 39 ufe, 1ncludiug 4 ’.:'-)o—?i/i-i-'l", 2 IFF ana uhyeee goures,
Jdhe tarvet wus o <% viaduct N7 of Tielefeld, Boubin,; wes (ee-H Luroug
16/10 clouus witn hiish Al LOoW dropping on the lead s uadron, Plotted
Scope photos snov bouo strikes to the Left tnd over tue viaduct, There
w4s no fluk on tue roun, and no i/, oppositions The 369ti flew 9 a/c
rlus one epire in tne hih s uedron, Cupt, euzhlan flew hien lead witn
Lts, hearney, Denton, 'iood s Boviley, Youry, deinnart, Tinghay ana crews
bowbling with the foruation, =, Srne relurnea early ave to eazine
failure and Lt, Cation, {lying Spare, turned bogk as briefed,

Capt, Louis 4. Lune 8 uadron flight surgeon wos transfored from
the organization,

SHIINE

20th
The 306th flew 39 a/c ineluding 4 ) Heppp a/c and three spares as

4O "B" griup, The Prin.ry target wag to nuve been bombed by My (the tirst

¥ tarpet £ p thiis #roup) but ground equipment failure made boabing by

j Uids method impos.ible. Tre PFF secondary turget, %heine /Y, was

aliscked tarouch 10/10 clouds, Strike pictures show no grouny detail
and strikes cun not be plotted rroi. 8c0pa photoa. The 369th fiew 8 a/e
i the lead squadron plus one bpares  Cupte dagee of the 369h flew lead
a/c with wts, Fiteimmone and Shaw of the 369th flying sa agslstunt
navigator and tail gunner respectively, Lt, “rne landed in France on the
Wiy Ao with '3 engine out, .4 runaway, s turbo out, VHF out, and

i featherdug systen not working. No one vus injured and orew returaed to

! buse the next duy but /s wan left on the continent, Cupt. B.R. Lewds,

’ Its, Lenton, Hangen, Tdnkhan, Powley, iyder, Lorar, and orews flew other
369h a/e, L, Kearney flying wpure returned aa briefed,

Zist | ggciiprain

f Curton oy o0 oabutian 3 BP¥, 3 Gy wd two "
[ s The the BN 4 1h 1 oh was § &W
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21st flew & a/c in high flights of the lead, low, and high squuadrons. There
(contd] was no %/a opposition 4nQ no a.:, fire on the group. Pictures plotted
frou scope photos show trac': across the target but no bombs away was
plotted, cant, H.K. Lewis, Lts, ielnhart, Hunsen, bowley, Kyder, ° ood,
hearney, Tinknhaw ang crews flew for the 309th, %

!

26th Captain Bille W, Casseday, squadron operation: officer, was prounted
to the raulk of Fajor.

28th COLOGH 5

The 306th flew 39 a/c including 1 GH-PFF a/c, 2 Py a/c and three
Spares as 40th "C", fThe target was a 1/ southeast of Cologne which was
boubed by Gee-H wity no visual correction, Photos show boubs away, and
although no strikes are available, pictures indicate that bombs fell short
of the ii/Y. The 369th flew Cept, Hause as low syuadran lead with Lts,
Rogers, Hansen, Ryder, Carle, Kearney, 'lood, Lowar, Carakostas, Young and
crews flying other 3¢9th a/c in the low squadron. lio E/A were seen.
Flak encountered at the target was accurate, predicted concentration last-
ing for about 20 seconds. Damage to the 369th was one slight.

29th KOBL:NZ

The 306th flew 36 a/e including 1 Gee~H-I'FF and 2 PFF as 40th npn
Group. Bombing was on Koblenz, the secondary, when Gee equipment went out
in the lead afe. The cloud cover was 10/10ths and o scope pictures are
available for ploiting. No E/A were 3een and there was no flak. The
369th flew 9 a/c in the high squadron witt Lt. Huvbell flying squadron
lead. Lts, Young, Bowley, Yood, Kearney, Reinhart, Carekostas, Hansen,
and crews flew other 369th a/c. Lt. Tinkham returned early because of

Awards for the monthe of December,
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS.
Sgt.  Sol Schnoll
S5/Sgt. David C. DeBeauchamp
T/Sgt. John W, Reese
5/3gt. Porter L, Snead
{ S/Sgt. Riley Beach
i &st Lt. John P, Dillon
i 2nd Lt, Anthony P, Barulich
{ 2nd Lt. Joseph R. Serman
! Capt, George C, Schneider
| 1st Lt, Irving I, @reenberg
T/Sgt. Carl G, Barron
, 1st Lt. lucien F. Psters
‘lv lst Lt. Paul K, Marshaly

i
i
|
i
i
]
i
[}
I
i
\ ; oxygen failure,
i

lst Lt, Raymond B, Braun

55‘% gf’do K. Ukele

8/Sgt. Elmer R, Wi'ke

T2 I~ ]
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i
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The 2691j, SQuadron togj part in a1 15 ndssions I'lown Ly the Broup
Lig tiie ot Targets ranged fro, ap lsolatea W/Y op p ‘e viaduer
i€ i:oneu::oLler;x s brid-e i Coloye attacreq Visuall Four tip-
Eets sepe AtLiacked vig ally, 5 by Gea-; 2 AN 6 by PFF, - Tle S uscron lost
WO erews a4 one nilot auring the mnth's overations, Lt, lattson and
Cr'ew were lnet over Cologsme on 10 J'mnu:'y, vhan the LTOUD s foreug over
Lo e 4e Ap the route o Syrnich A/D, Lle Stewart ang Crev were lust
€20 over the Horth Sea ung lost to Inkoom causes, Lte learce dled of
henqg anjuries received fps;, TlaX% over Coloyne, There were ro fi hter
attacks duriye khe ronth, by 2nly once op tuice uere /.. seen Ey the
i
i
!
i
!
I
|
!
I
I
i
!
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Tne 423rd Bombarducnt §- uzdpon perticipcted in a total of firteen
Operutional] missions, aropping 310 tons of bonbs, during the month of
Januury, seven pore udssions than in January, 1944, with tne main weight
of attack directeq a_aiust eneny caumunication centers, Due to unfavorable
Weather conditions visual boubing wag Possible on only four aissions,
Blind boubing technijues used were PrF and Gee H, o eneiy air opposition
Vias encountered during the uonth and P=51's gaye excellent support, The
availavility of slergency landing sirips in France and Belgiuu and by
taking advantage of alljeq airfields in thgland the squadron lost no
aircraf't durin: the mont,

The Red Cross Ciub dances at tiie Aero Cluy on the post continued to
be the big night of the week for the enlisted men,

Led by Cpl. Fred Riggle, who tallied fifteen points, the Fiery
Phantoums quintet nipped the Clay Pigeons (367th 59.) five in an overtine
period to win the 1st half Station League basketball chaupionship, It was
the sixth straight win for the Fiery Phantoms, The squadron leads the
league with two wing in the 2nd half Station League contest., llembers of
the team are: Lts, p,yJ, Casey, D.C. Paisly, R,u, Daniel, F/0's D.H,
Gorrell, Captain, W,F, Ross, G,L, Thomas, R.M, ~ard, Sgts, D.A. Turner,
J.77. Freel, Cpl's F,P, Riggle, H,F. Roberson, J,L, lelton, J.B, Clark,
Joseph Kearns, H,7, Yansfield and pre Wed. Sellen,

KASSEL

Taking off in the derk of early morning the syuadron flew 9 a/e in
the lead squadron of the L4Oth "B" Group, with the priuary target the syn-
thetic ojil plant a- llagdeburg and the Secondary PFP target the locomotive

said that they haq g Cook's tour of Germany for they made a pyn over Mag-
deburg but didn't drop due to clouds; they then made a 360 degree turn ang
passed over Magdeburg again but still did not drop their "cookies", he
lead sguadron then made a vigyal ™un on the secondary target, the railway
workshops at Gottingen but diqg not bomb because of clouds. Then g PFF run
was made on Kassel with visual correction and pictures show explosions in
the target apea, There was no eneny air opposition and P=51's gave good
support. The flak over lagdeburg was inaccurate through 10/10ths cloug
but at Kassel it was Sccurate and lasted for 6 ainutes and several

were damaged. Lt. jotp landed at Sudbury for gasoline but the weather
closed in and he couldn't take off until the following day, Lt, Blackshaw,
being low on 848, landed at Brussels, re-fueled and returned to base, He
reported that that morning about 75 MEL09's ang Fi1.90's strafeq the fielg
damaging nany B-17's, Yellingtons, P=51's and Mosquitoes parked on the
airfield. Captain 1i.¥, Hood w18 So=Pllot in the lead a/c with pilots: H.
Quint, Jr,, CH, Gibson, i/,D, Hallww, W,H, Morgun, N.g, Kirby, who led the
low flight, K,D, Blackshaw, H,G, Roth, P, Horvey and ereus,

$/Sgt. GoF. Ashell trgd 70t Repl. Depot.,
F/0 Rlahnik PF« % gr. of 2nd Lt,

m%um tuke=off in the dark by 9 a/e of the aquadron to homp the
sommunication center at K Lburg, the destruotion of whi

aid our ground forces. Photos Show thut a good joh wa
the target with bombes The high squudron bom o was ‘Qﬁ““
the target on the firet Puh and made & second ™n and wae able

f
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2 cont bomb the target. Over the target the flak wag meager and the squadron was

lucky to be flying in the high flight of each 8yusdron. There was no
enewy opposition ang P=51's gave good Support and stayed with the high
Squadron while mek & & second run over the target. Lt. C.R. Toner led the
nhigh fligsht of the lead suuadron of the LOth " .n Group with pilots Velle
Morgan, K.p. Blackshaw; Lt. C.F, Soythe who led the high flight of tne high

{ S84quadron, D,T, Schrack, H, “uint, Jr, » Wiio dropped nickels over the target;

’ Capt. N,.G. Kirby led the high f£lignt of the low Squadron, E.J. Lindsay,
WeDe Hallum ang crews,

1st Lts, s,P, Shapland and 7,3, Uriffin trfd to 70th Repl, Depote

5) HARULHEDY

The squadron flew 9 a/c in the low Stuadron of the LOth mgu Group to
bomb the marshalling yvard ag “ermulhehu, southwest of Cologne, There was
no enery opposition and P=51's were there all the Wiye PLombing was through
10/10ths cloud by Gee H and plotted strike photos show hits northwest of
the target, Nickels were dropped over the target. Crews were happy to
report thut they saw no flak., Lt, F,J, Stewart, led tie low scuadron ,
L SeIR Toner, led the low flight with pilots D.T, Schreck, C.H, Uibson,
R T Blackshaw, w.J. Lindsay, H, Cuint, Jr,, H.G. floth, H.3, Hutchinson apg
! crews,
i Lo oD, Hallyr flying spere, turned back early when #2 engine went
out due to an oil leak

1st Lt. Leslie Berps and T/Sgt. C.a. Fatica trfd 70th ‘tepl. Depot,
Cpl. U.F. Burden Jjoined ih, suuadron,

After three Successive miscion: the Crews were given & gio or rest,
L3 v

NIZDRGINDIG 4
Today 's target, re vesteq by the Ay, wias the inportant landing

grouna at i-‘iedermandig, neur Koblenz, now in heavy use vy the Luftwaffe,

Lt. Col. u,.C. LaVier fleyw deruty lead and bancing was Ly Gee ii through

10/10tis cloud &nd plotted Scope photos show hits iy, the target area, Nickels

Wwere dropped over the target. lieavy contr: ils interf'ereq Witi renaezvous

and Ly, 4,0, soth, who we. flying SPerc, Wae unable to fing the forsation

and returned early., There was a0 fignter oppotition ang i hter Support

' Wwas scant, Tue only flak seen was Wien crossin, the froat lines near st.

- Vith, (o (irson

! F/OCH; lost the nigh squadron in tue clouds aad dense

; contraile and Ilew witl, the low scuadron, The leader of tne low sqyusaron

i had & peck malfunciion and vombs war'e returned., 44, p,7, wchrack flew with

| the low s.uadron ang returned «11 bogbg, Lt, F.J, Stewart lea the hirh

| s vadron 14 the 4Oth nin Group, Lt. (,j, Toner, led the low fligat, but

turned bick over ngland due to Tunaway prop; other pilots wepe Haede
Iiutchinacu, “eds Lindsuy, D, spencer, ..li, dorgun, o,.J, Magusisk aaq crews,

Captain Phil G, freft, xecutive officer, tird to 369th Bowb Sy
H Major Ldward 7, Miszza jnd aq and became Exocutive CofMeap,

- ———— .

SECRET




o

i THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSFIFD -
SECRET
L 3 SN = Lisra “oub S Gotn o Gp (H)
3 ————— Tl e e i El o Gy, p
entl, of __'_““__‘2'-_ R '.__Iifi.. P T Li. Josepn . rusiures

Epriay view d op fe tirget for todiy wa. an i POrLint ruilw.y
36 4Cross wmhici 1lows tne troons Supplivs to Lue Lestern rront,
" beryet wis Low orasied. e rstedlisgy 40 Colojnes Li. Colonel
seCe LuVies lew ny Caputy lead in tne 40t Jitu) and bonbed tie
sarsnslling yara au Cols, ne by instrisents Lurouri 10/10tis clouas Grews
reportud no eneuy fignters, i-ooq { dler support aud medrer Tluk but none on
our siuadron, I'lotted scone photos 500V nits juot short of tne Le.rsne’ ling
yurdse. Capt. P, Lorvay aiid «#jor G.0i, brancin,, led wie feon s oidron, Lt,
oy sorgen led the lo flighe, wich pilots : s Lpencer, hoJl. lackilaw,
CeHe Ginson, ,J, Lallus, H, Sudnt T A gusick, H.%. .oth, who hid
one 10UC pound bomb “nu one two thousand bort hang up ana ea Yo kick thew
Out, <’s Shifer, sp: e, who flev in the high s vudron and cheip Srevs .

Tie re -ulor viekly inspecvion wes held thi. morning ot thie scuadron
site,
S/Sgt. R.D. Cox trfd 70th “epl. Lepot.

BU (LI CHEN

Touryts*nilk run”was to an iuportant ruilrosd Junction ~t uskircaen,
sout:ivest of Colosne, .. Gee H run was mede on the priory throusn 10/10tus
cloud anu contruils, Plotted photor show hits norihwest oi the target,
Kickcls we.e dronped over the turget. There WAL no enemy o:position ang
P-51's gave «xcellent support. Crevis reported "no yluk on us today'". Lit.
“0l. LeC. LaVie, flew deputy iu the lewt suuadron of tie 40th “B" Groyy
witn pilots H,'. luteninson, K.J, stewart, N.i. hiruy," vb.e salluw, wio
hind Iive woiw: to hang Upy, Ueile Speiicer, J.J, Linasay, who lea tue low
123onts 854, ‘agUs 8K, e uint, vr,, AJd, Nehibedian, Tiyiag spare, filled
in anc tneir crews.

Lte Coky Liytire and S/Litbe Loide Seisnth triu 70tn wepld, Depot,

P
To uy'es uisston, uxpected to oe 4 "udlk run", turned out to e a
rouph wisedon due t uifavorible weither conuitions, The privary target
Was to bomb couynunication centers to add the front line troops on tue
‘lestern front, 10/10ths cunulus Over the continent plus hage ana cdntruils
wode it dnorecticnlbe to bomb the privury ant o target of opportunity
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at Speyer was bor hod Ly FFF. Nickel were drojprd over the tarpet., Thare
Wis 1o eneny opuosition and there Wikt 004 area support. There was morierate
flak Prou. the turgel area and frop ’.’a-;nheh./‘.,uuwi,,aheim area., Lt. )ol,
wCo LaViapr lew depuly in tne lead S.uadron of Lhe 40th "zn g oube Lte
Colie Toner who led tie Wi {lizht in the lead 8juadron, uad engine trouble
on the Wiy home but was able to Keep up with the forr ttion; Lt. D
Hallu left the foruation and landed in France as lie wis low on gas. lle
had to wait until tne 10th in owder to get 4 sulliclent supply to return

to buse. Lt. %,.H, i organ lea the hiji flight in the low syuadron and
landed at ing, “ngland, vinen short of £28e  Lt. I, “uint, Jr., hagq a

boub rack malfunction and returned two 500 pouna bombs; the oxygen and
heating syster.s vwent out and the teuperature was 60 degrees below zero,

S0, he left the formaiion anda retuined to base alone., Lt, teds Lindsay
led the hign flight in the high sjquadron; Li, H,3, ioth landed at Ut,
Furm, England, us he was short of gas; Lt. A.J, Hahabedian said of the
mission, "unother rough one", At, D.R. Spencer, spare, filled in the hign
squadron; flak nit the #3 engine whicn couldn't be feathered and after
vinduilling for tiirty minutes came off, Other pilots were: i, Schafer,
DeT. Schrack ang crews,

T/Sgte. Voo Delair ang Esite Bell trfd 70th Repl, Depot. T/Sgt. D.J.
Doncett reasgd from 70th Repl. Depot. 2nd Lts, Roth, Toner, Schrack and
Hutchinson pr to er of lst Lts.

After four successive missions the crews and heavies were allowed to
slecp latc and take it casy during the daye

GYMNICH

® squadron flew 10 a/g in the low siuadron of the 4Oth wpw Group
to bomb one of the most important landing grounds, now being used by the
German tactical idp Force in the Western drive, near Gymnich, southwest
of Cologne, Between the I.p, and the target a wide turn was made over
the center of Cologne, due to other formations forcing the Growp off its
bomb run, The weather wa: CAVU over Cologne and the boys agree that
there are many guns thepe and they were all working, Lt. F.J. Stewart's
«/c was hit on the boub run aud Just as the deputy, Lt Hutchinson took
over, his bombardier was hit by flak, so, five a/c returned their bombs
and five dropped on the leader of the high sy + The bombardiers had
& cold time putting the plugs back in the bombs., Plotted pictures show
hits south of the target. Tiere wus no fighter opposition and no friendly
Support was seen, Lt, F,J, Stewart led the low squadron and when his #4
engine was hit and couldn't be feathered he left tie foruation and came
back i the bo.uber stream, Lt, H.E. Hutchingon took over the lead ang
dmodictely Lt, N,i, Qutealt, boubardier, was nit by glass from a flak his
in the nose of the aireruft; Lt, ' .\, Gunke). , navigator, went to the noue
of tie ship to help Lt, Outowlt and in so doing pulled out his oxygen Plug.
Ater getting buck o oxygen he tried to get Lt. Outcult warm, ug wind
and snow wag | loving 4n the open nose of the sireruft., Hoth aen were
okay upon landing, /gt Not, Schnuriann, rudio operutor, passed oug
from anoxia but was soon revived and all men were ced 0&: afber
sxiuinutions at the houpital, Other pllots were: L.E. Smith, G.M. Gibeoa,
Ve Lindsay, Ho'is Trense, 5., Kaguidaky who ded Al o 04ent, Ande
Nlhabodhn, Dokt 3,)”"0.!‘. BeW,e SM”. apire, ﬂ.u.d in e M M
and their crews, .

ist 1t CiCo Trigge trfd to 08 Repl. Dapot,
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1 Today weather conditions prevented operstions and crews sttended

ground school, .

Capt. . . iood, T/sgt. . L. Favors, n.A. Hill, Tony Thoras, S/:gts.
i.eH. Beck, it.i. Frestidze trfd 70th “epl. Depot.

2nd Lts. Larson anc Guilfoyle pr to gr of 1lst Lts,

12 Today the heavies were aguin weathered in,

13 Unfavorable weather condition: ecantinued ang the wen in tne syuadron
had an inspection i. the worning and attended ground school in the afternoor .

One of the most interesting, enjoyable and unusal parties of the
8quadron was held this evening at the officerts npn Club on the post., Capt,
B.H. Pool acted as master of ceremonies when the officers of the squadron

"Squadron Sweetheart" frop the young women frou Bedford and
neighborhood who were guests at the party. Miss Elizabeth’ Shapley, Bedford,
was chosen "Scuadron Sweetheart", Before 4 croud of aduiring aimmen on
| Tuesday the léth Klizubeth, in the Conpany of her mother, performed her
.+ Tirst duty as "Squadron Sweetheart", Carrying a bunch of red carnations,

which the squadron presented to her, Elizabeth passed before a battery of
cameras as she broke a bottle of champagne (they tald us) over the guns of

a Flying Fortress! chin turret anq christened the bomber "Elizabeth's Qwa",

Now tie fort takes the air as "Elizabeth's Own" with a heart pierced by

Cupid's dart painted boldly on the fuselage, just below the pilot's seat,

lizabeth wag introduced to Lt, L.A. Vilke, who introduced her to eaci
member of his crew ang also the ground men who will keep "ilizzbeth's Own"

flying. The "Esquires" with Lt, Ked, Bialﬁ'np on the sax, Cpl, 5.,

Spital, on the sax, and Sgt. Danie) Bastida, on the guitar, from the

Syuadron, gave out witj; the "hot notes" for the dance,

SR | COLOGNZ
The target toduy was the tiohenzollern Bridge, one of the three re-
maining bridges across the Rhine River at Cologne, Lt. Col. EeC. LaVier,
flyiug in the deputy PFF aircraft, took over the lead of the 40th "Am Gpo
whe:. the lead aircraft didn't take-off due to wechanical difficulties,
t  Tne weather was clear ut the target and pictures show hits of 1000 pound
+ "cookies" on the bridge but no sign of any major structural collapse, At
' the west end of tie bridge is the famous Cologne cathecral «nd that night
Lord Haw ilay reported, "The target for the anericans today was the fanous
I catredral ut Cologne", Nickels Were dropped over the tirget. There was
Ao eneny opposition und P=51's guve arec Support. Flak wag moderate ang
accurate at the target and Crossing the front lines, The erews in ta.

Syuadron were .tood down to recuperate froy a very enjoyuble party the
nignt before.

—_——
o
)
o
(2]
o=
@
2
®

2nd Lts, Frunk and Lindsay or to gr or lst Lts,
4 lts, “LH, Seiultz, 1,0, Wonick, Lea. drod, F/O G.1. Thouas,
vble. L.d. Leavitt, G, "lacsak, CuL. Love, R..., Ruvano, Zrnest Upthergrove
vOied suadron, 2nd Lt, .G, Holscher Joined 8qes  F/O M., Leroy joined
Ladron,
15 % . R
“he squadron flew g a/c in the lead gyuadron of the 40th wgn Group
Wi allacked the PFF Sucondary tunget, the orowded sarshalling yard at
[Felourg. & route u report was received stating tiat boabing would be Wy
Lstrusents, 10/10the cloud comered the turget and bonbing was by PFPR.
i Flotting of piotos show boubs landing bayond the target area, There ne
| opposition wd £00d support with « few burets of flak at whe \u“am

weres L.i,auith, KeDoBlackshaw, N.G,
BesGohafer Hells Trease and




_THIS PAGE IS UNGLASSFTED
SECRET

Sttt o, 9 X 423rd Bonb, v e o 00 Ho b, Group (}i)
—— L s SR e i e e S S

tnty ')I‘_‘g,':.mu?u‘yl NSRS A LA S .L:;T,_l._t."u'. Se_frashiares

i R D ST DR e s SRR R D
iy :

-—————.‘.—.—-———-‘-——‘_.-——— - S e . - e - - |
NI 8T iLt, ™, 0, uilforle tofd 0tk itepl, Dep,

16th Today air cprews attended squadror ground sciool,

SEb: ©. 3 Schiwock trid 70uh “epl. Depot,

/o8t iR T, "oodnansee ang Cpl. ..o M. Ring trfd Jel. of Patients,
L20L., 2nd Lts, Bollerup, Dinter, Gervan, Vounts, Cutesl t, Tolley pr to gr
of lst Lts,

17tn BIL:F 1D
Today: térpget was a railway viaduct, a Cummunications center of top
priority, at Bielefeld. 10/10ths clouds covered tie target, boubing was by
Gee H aud photos plotted siow boubs beyond the target area. There wis no
Xlak, o eneny opposition ang Iighter Support was good. Lt, Cole 5. B
LaVier leu the 40tn "o Group, Lt. =, J, Lindsay led tie Ligh flight in the
lead Squadron, Lt, s, Jo llagusiax leg the nigh £1isht in tie low wyuadron,
Capt. N, G, Kirby lea the nign flipnt ip, the nivh s uidron with pilots. 2
freiDe Hallum, 1. 5, foith s gy o B Treuse, 3, ', Schater, H, G, sotiy, Al J, !
lanabedian “nd crews,
15555t 9.0, frani Lrfd 70th seple Dep,
Capt, 1, ., ~terabery trfd Jet, of Pnts 4204,

Todays early morning takeoff into a cleap Sky by 9 a/c of the squadron
flying in the low squadron of the L(th ngn Group was to attack a visua) or
Yiero H pricary target at Sterkrade or the PFF secondary target, the imper~
i tant railway marshalling yupds at fheine, Todays wopst eneny was the up-
! favorable woather, Crews f'lew through snowstorys with tne temperature 60
! degrees below Zero, witi dense pérsistent contrails fraom 18,000 feet and
' on return found clouds over the o annel up to 24,000 feet,, Boubing wasg by
" PFF through 10/10thg clouds ang ciieras did not, work, brobably due to tjje
, extrenely low temperature, There vas no flak, no eneny fighiers ang P=513
| save clcse suprort, Leaflets were dropped avep the tar;et. The Group had
| four iere H=PFF aircraft, The loy scuadron, led by LSl RS “ilke, did
| not picii up tne benzons fop idero i woubing Lnd puje & separate bauo pup on
’ the Rneine sgiarshalling yard, Other pilots Were: L, i, Suith, H. i,

'
!
18th ! Crew memoers were celled wt 0400 hours and just ag they were slipping
" their lei ¢ ley into their trousers they were told that the nission was
| Scrubbed, They Quietly folded the pants ang stole into bed,
| In the evening many offigers went 1o town «wng dauced at the ned Cross
! club to music by the "Esquires,
i 5/sgt. A. i, Reeser trfd 70ty Repl. Dep,
19th " The squadron was stood down today but flew 4 préctice Yoruation in
! the morning, 1In the afterncon the weather was quite Variable with both
! Sunshine &nd pain,
|
20th ; RHZINE
|

:mtchiqun, Co H, GiLson, H, G, Roth, i, ', Treuse, 0, i, Toner,. wio led
tiie low filight, ., p. Hallun, D, i, vpenser und crews, Torer's tavigator,
Lt, b. J, Casey passed out fron wioxia put Was goon revivea, Lts Fo B
Leigh, flyin - Spare, turned bacj, five rdnutes ufter takeoff due %o engine
feilure,

"1'&“‘1
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st ASCHARK Ty
Toanys target was 1 CoLwunications center, railway rarsn:ll Log; Jira at
aschallenourg, sou theast o1 Framfurt, Zouoin, was ty PEF tim ueh 10, Luths
clouds wuig plocted PLolos chow nits jn We tu et apen, There was no enemy
o;.po;ibio."., no flac ang F=51s ;ave close Suprort. The s wauron flew in the !

430 5 vuaron of tie 40tp n v Groups ILt. Soi, 3, Se LaVier anu wt. i, e |

ignt wich |

|

ilke led wie i Al squalron; Lte. 7, Us Hellus led tie low 38 5
pilots ., H, Hiney, i. 1, Placi:staw, ;, i, torgaa, N. veudler, viho e~

vurned early due to Tundviay pron, i, 1, Leiph, L. 5, SAth, e iee otk

o o Tiense, snare, who fil ey in, |
St a0 i Tuckley wng e e Lirxer tpfi TCth tepl, ’erot. Zad L. ‘i

+w e Lichilicoe Juds savadpar ,

<20c The siuadro: Wih s100a down wody cad erews. ook Lne day orf,

{iC crews sttey

Lol Tinpg, SN,

tue he: re Lin crovndoec

i Cola wear,.ep contiiuued, with SOV &L Lieave around Loy,
t Sekbe Jo . pallu LrrG 42%nd s, rour,
i
~5tn | : SH RS S O R L RS Crews abbended eroigia sciiopl and saw
; al'es of cie helb3 ang Me262 tuken L7 righter pilots of tie Lih Plenter
' FOdL on ihed, wlssions over Leri,
oYy o LR 3
! S/Sgt. L. c. Reno, AeCrCs DL For hih
| -ncg forrietinnsg on Lome of .
v/ £ )
! (HELIRE L T aak trfg
i
<7tn ’ Literrats in
H 5, iy P06 anl, LELOT,
! Wi SO LTS St e N, wliGuay, “pnicer, Loy Lrge
o e T SR
} |
) ! v e
€050, K .
: for the tiird tiue thig atn, 81 to olojne. Tt tize te

RO Lthe nae ¥

i ' elulire bory paps LR yara 4 idles southe: st oy Cologne,
’ wnere tuere i Con leersble Ovenenl of lern troois fror tue e.tern frony

LY Lie astern fpont in wn erfort ¢a slow cown the fsatnt ol'lensive, o Bt
Po forvis rlaw 48 co=n.iot i thie Lead wireralt, . fee! pun VARG Lade on
the privary vig, L0/104g Glouu cover brer. oAt Lhe Wargel out v sitllity
; Vel'y poor die to initense liize, Strige Notes shiow nyts Brobubly ooty e
west of tue tigrer uj L boue hite pesn on the Onthed, am'ield, 2 1/2 iadeg
P AOPL BsL ol e Lturget, liickels wepe drornad ovep the tirget, Tuere way
necurite nredictod oo centritions of fluk as horbe « waye lasting 20 Seconds
Jncu.u’l:u'}‘ sae Lire vias aley lireq 't tne Liriet, sovora. QUSLNGs g one
feliet bein Pecovared intaes,, P WAS N0 eng y ORtosdt g il Liantep
BAPPIrt wae pong,

: SECRE]
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acer, hung bom . P ur, wuasp't too anxious (5 fuce pe
'@ oon g last wission ang WS 1Aty plenseq WICHL uEe wes
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