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The wonth of kay brought the news that every Btosan has Lien waiting
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these Jong years to hezr, Victory in Europe which wus declared on the 8th
brought tremsmendous elation from this, one¢ of the oldest stations in the
theater, The Group took a holiday from all operations, and in the evening
man cslabrated by building a huge tonfire on the baseball diamond, Free

Further on in thig monthly sunplement the reader will find & srort
history of the highlights of the Group, during its bhattle against the Hun,

The 306th did very little during the 31 day period as far 48 operations
were concerned, However plans were being set for the Group to carry on in
the ETO on a special project, Personnel were heing changed, and several of
the old-timers left the organization,

Training was baing continued for those on flying status, and a ground
school orogram was in the making for others, ,.s long 23 the Sroup was to
stay en in Zngland, the attitude of the men 'we might as well do sasething?,
and they did,

‘4 special leaflet oparation by the 359th Syuariron WiS scrubbed befope
take—off, )

The 369th s uadron dispatched & o/C on & special leaflet operation
to the following objectivea: /¢ #1, Vannheinm - Veinars 42 la itccnel e,
La Pallice, st, Georyes (! Lleron, St., iierre gt Cleron; #3, o4, llazaire,
Lorient; 41, Tessel; ¥5, laarlen, The Hague, bunkirk; #6, Utrecht and
Rotterdam; 1, iianzernoga, ‘elilhelmshaven, Bremen; 78, scrubbed due to snortage
of leaflets, 1) airecraft dropped their nickelg without incident '

Lt. Smith, who Mloted IJC #7, encountered moderate and ace rute

; tracking ..a. fire from the “ilhelmshaven rea. Janage to the Fertress was

Slighto

14 B-17's were dispatehed by the 369th on 1 special leuf) at operation
to the following areas: (1, Mannheim, iielmar; 42, T.’eissenbur{:, Yordlingen;
#3, Plaven, Altanburg; A, Gardelagen, Stendal; g5, Luneberg, i) zen;

#6, Yagdebury; #7, Pferzheim, Freiturg; ga, Lantisiut, Freising; #9,

. Sulzwedel, Csterburg; #10, answick;’,é‘ll, Straubing, Plattling, £12,

Chemnitz; ;13, Hannover; g1, aborg, Reganstarg, 11 «'C, wWith the
excention of 41 which didn't drop because of veither, relessed their lnads
without incident, :

A Special lagflat cperation hy the 369th Squadren was scrubted before
take-off,

" L L] " " " E ] " " L]
" "

15 3-17's wepa dispatched by the 369th Sywmdron en « Speciul nicie)
operstion Lo the following objectives: 41 - ¥2 - §3 < Dunicirk; #, - Eannheim,

+ Welmar; #5 Bremen; g6 - Hamburg; 47 - liannover; g8 - Brunswick; 49 < Lagde-

burg; .§10 - Chemnitz; 411 - Munich; 12 « Osnabruck; #13 - blelefeld; U, -
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Umnster; #15 - Leipaig, AL A/C dropped their leaflets without incident,

The 369th Squadron daspatched 15 B=17's on a Special learist operation
to the foliowing objectives: #1 - Hamburg; #2 « 3-i~5 and 6 = Dunicirk;
#7 - Hilversun, Utrecht, Apeldoorn; #8 - Bremen; #9 -~ Leipzig; #10 - Munich;
#L - Magdeburg; #12 - Wilheimshaven, Wesersunde, Oldenburg; #13 = Kiel,
Lubsck; #1 - Nuremberg; #15 - Mannheim, Weimar, Al A/C dropped on the
assigned ebjectives without incident,

12 A/C were dispatched by the 369th Squadron on a special leafliet
Opematien te the following objectives: #l Mannheim, Weimar; #2 = Brenen;
3 = Hasburg; #, - Lelpaig; #5 - Munich; #6 = Nuresburg; #7 - Magdeburg;
#8 - Osnabruck; #9 Oldenburg; #10 - Klel; #11 « Lubeck; #12 - Salsburg,
ALL A/C dropped their leaflets without incident,

The 306th didpatched 24 A/C on plan ebservation flights to Western
Germany, These tours were organized in order te show ground personnel
threughout the United Kingdom some of the bomb damege dens to the Reich,
Needless to 8ay paseengers were highly impressed,

2 A/C were dispatched by the 306th te Western Germany en plan
observatien flaghts, ALy tours were accaaplished without incident,

369th Squadren dispatched 12 B=17's en a Special leaflet missicn te
the fellowing areas: fl = Bremen; #2 - Oldenburg, Wesermunde; #3 - Hamburg ;
M-Ooubl'uck;I5-n¢lxl6-loubock;ﬂ-h¢dtbm~‘;l8- 3 #9 =
Leipsig; flO-llnnhu.. Weimar; f11 - Munieh; #12 - Salsburg, ALl A/C
their nickels without incident, '

The 369th Squadren dispatched 12 B-17'g 0 a specisl leaflet eperatien

to the following objectives: #1 - Osnabruok; #2 « Brunswick; #3 - Olddnburg,
lcnr-mdo;?ﬂ; = Kial} I5';°Ku.lo; #6 - Lubeck; #7 - Regensburg; 48 Weamar,

ld@tﬂumobamodbyk-BWthUCinthooltcndua,bntm
dm‘o'ulmuntd.

7A/C'orodupctchodbytb0369th3quadronmaapocmuttlnom~

‘ation to the following objectivess fl - Weimar, Mannhein; #2 - Beaium; §#3 -

notn;ﬂ.-h\nkmnls- : 3 #6 = Munion #7 - Halle, AL Afe
dropped their nickels uthontmbz:t. ’ * i

: 25 A/C were again dydpatened the 306th on ebearvation flights,
Ne incidents were recorded, 7 M setica *

The 306th dispatched 20 A/C to Barth A/D en an opera
missien, 603 American PM's were Svacuated te A~70 without incident,
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the mest dependable groups in the theater, Although lesses at the time were
great for the entire Command, the amount of damage and destruction inflicted
on German targets was se tremendous that the existence of the 8th Air Force
passed from an experimentai te a standard Waresalking organization.

An interesting but costly missien occured Nevember 954942, en which
date.higher Headquarters erdered a 7,000 foet Job en the heavily defended
submarine pens at St, Mazaire, In spite of the terrific anti-aircraft
fire encountered ewer the target, the 306th, led by Cel, Overacker, piowed
through and bembed witn goed results, It was this raid that definitely
established high aititude &8s the most practical method of atvack,

One of the most outstanding acts of bravery ever demostzated by any
&mAn was accempiished en Jan, 3, 1943, when the group again went to St,
Nasaire, Majer Lanford led , and enemy tighters gave plienty of eppositien,
The Fortress Piloted by Lt, Crammer couldn't make it back acress the Channel

sank belew the surface of the water, His action, besides driving off the
fighters, brought to him, posthume s the Distinguished s_orv:teo Cross,

On January 27, 1943 the 8th made its first assault en an ebjective
in Germany itself, hlmm-m-mthombthmmmndw. (now
onqmmnnnuomuwomup. nummmmmuu.t .

feet, the formation encountered intense and accurate Aeds fire, In the
course eof the confusion that naturally followed, three members of Lt,
Jelmeon's uuutmmus@mmommmmmmmu
out of the plane, then en fire, S/sgt. M, H, "Snuffy® Smith the
greatest gallantry and self sacrifice in putting out the fire and glving
first aid, Honiumntuhhrdnuthomnm.tho%ul-uum
Medal of Honer,

niiliseter shell expleded in the ceckpit, killing Cheok, 18,
Wilsen, having veluntesred to fly with "Pappy. -:ﬁ;-wm:‘
mwuumcnom.muuuuuumq
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Pilot flying in the waist, Permonnel mourned the death of "Pappy"
Check for many months, Lt, Col, Wilson was subsequently awarded the
Bistinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart,

During the early part of 1943, the 369th Squadren established the
- phenomena! record of completing 42 consecutive missions without loss, The
string statrted on the first Wilhelmshaven raid and was broken on the July
29th missien to Kiel, This record stood until after D-Day, when of course,
8several squadrons in nany groups broke it, However, the fact remains the
"Fitin' Bitin" get UP & most remarkable standard when the Hun was viciously
trying to turn back American Fortresses,

Major Raper led the 306th on the first Schweinfurt raid August 17,
4943, This day also initiated the -huttl&.%nth the 8th dispatching
other aircraft to Regensburg, tnence to Italy, group sustained the
operation without a loss although it was one of the most costly aifairs in

t.neu.rﬂlpu‘n.

On August 24, the group attacked Villacoublay A/D near Paris, Major
Riordan led, the A.A, fire was very accurate, damaging 17 out of 18, It,
Klett the 369th had 2 engines imocked eut over the target, but he
caref managed to bring the plane back to friendly territery, As Klette

‘sweatin him out?, Suddenly a gasp, and fire was seen to start from one
of the twe remsining engines, The crippled Fortress weaved crasily in the
air, However, Lt, Klette meticulously guided his craft safely to its
landing and for this display of high skill he received the Distinguished

Flying Cross,

.. The 306th participated again in a Schweinfurt raid Oct. 18, 1943,
led by Capt, Schoolfield, Although the 8th was highly commended by both
British and American Alr leaders, the group suffered ome of its greatest
losses, Some crewms reported that the scene looked like a parachute
invasion because so funy men were forced to bail out, However, the damage
inflieted on t he ball bearing plant in the town cut production 758, Capt.,
Schoolfield, of the 369th, who received & Distinguished Flying Crosses
during his combat tour, was awarded one of his clusters on that day,

First Air Division received the Presidential Citation for the Jan, 11,
1944 attack on factory airfields in central Germany, The 306th en its 100th
mission bombed Halberstadt with Col, Robinson at the head of the group,
Poor weather caused a recall in the fighter 8upport, and as a result tue
Luftwafte rose to intercept. A violent air battle ensued, but despite
terrific losses, the lst Division B-17s fought Sheir way to and from the
targets, The excellence of the bombing brought the aforementioned
Citatien,

After being briefed for several days to go to Beriin, the group
finally made it, along with the rest of the 8th on March 6, 1944,
Thempsen led and the formatien encountered cemparatively moderate opposit-
ion, Lt.&mofthQBmuquWcmMMMnmlnM

Swed

The menth of April, ldetoh‘dhnmunuth&t
two ofthe "old-timers" finished up, Lt, Col, Regan, C.0, of the 368th and
Lt, Cel, Buckey, C,0, of the 367th, both completed their operational tours
and went home, Lt,. Col Lambert umu.-mumm-nmm
l duplicated their .cum.u Nay, i
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The 306th did itw share on D-Day by flying three ground support
missions, Several crews engaged in two of the operations, but there was
little complaining as the Hun stayed out of the air, The invasion coast
had taken a ¢errific pounding for two weeks before the big day, and ground
forces were hignly impressed by the great destruction wrought by this now
powerful impiement of War, 3

In a tremendous combined assault on German oil production the 306th
went after the big refinery in Hamburg on June 20, 1944e Lt. Col, Chalfant
led, and the Jerry A.A, fire was intense, Bombardiers Lt, Frange and Lt,
Tannella however, laid their eggs right on the aiming point. Smoke from
the fires, startea by bombing on the target, rose to 10,000 feet, Lt, Raster,
Lt. Switser, Pilots, and Lt, Tannella each received the Distinguished
Flying Cross for their performances on this raid.

great air battle between the 306th and the Luftwaffe ocowrred, As the
formation passed near the norfern outskirts of Berlin on the route in,

the German fighters attacked in quiek Passes, Losses for the mission were
high, and Lt. Donkin's A/C received very severs damage, necessitating a
crash landing, His skill in bringing the Fortress and crew back to England
netted him the D,Z,C, '

As the war was closing out against the Nazis in early 1945, the 306th
pointed the bulk ef its offorts to the destruction of theh German Commun--
icatien lines, Many successful missions were completed, and the group's
bombing reserd scared to uUnapproachable heights, Maj. D. Rs Ross, group
bombardier, led the Wy with a series of excellent results; most notabie .
being the attack on Bohlen, March 2, for which he received the D,F,C,

On many occasions the station has been honored by visits from high-
ranking personnel, The King and Queen have dnspected the various units
and were present when Princess Elizabeth christened the 367th aircraft,
"Rose of Yerk", July 6, 1944, Too » Major Genera) Ira C, Eaker, former
commander of the 8th Air Force, has been on the field several times, On
Feb, 21, 1943 he witnessed the inauguration of the firat Aero Club in
Great Britian, Again on the 15th of July of the same Jear Gen Eaker
&ccompanied by Secretary of War He L. Stinson, presented the Congressional
Medal of Honor to "Snuffy” Smith, :

And so it has been with the 306th, commanded in succession by Col,
C. B. Overacker, Gen, F, A, » Col, C. E. Putnam, Col, G, L.
Robinson, Col, J, S, Sutton and Col, H, He Upham, aiways striving toward
the final victory, The group has been impressive with its record in
both the strategical and tactical campaigns, and has been highly instrument-
uint.hcn-oatmmuottnommlom. roauitn-xmntho
congratulations and admiration of the United States Arny
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Awarded the Distinguished Service Cross » the Silver Star with three
Qak Leaf Clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, the
Purple H with Oax Leaf Clusters, the American Theatre Ribbon, the °
Asiatic Pacific Theatre Ribbon with four Campaign Btars, the Burppean
Theatre Ribbon with Campaign Star, the American Defense Ribbon and the
Presidential Unit Citation with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Lt, Col, Felix
M. Hardison of San Antonio, Texas, has been appointed the Deputy Commander
of this veteran 3usbth Bombardment Group,

Col Hardison began his brilliant Army career upon his graduation from
the University of Idaho in 1937, With reserve commission in the Infantry
he entered a competitive éxamination with a thousand other officers, who
wer in reserve, for a direct commission, His papers placed him second
from the top and in July, 1938, he was appointed a 2nd Lt of Infantry in

the Regular Army,

Always interested in flying, Hardison applied for flight training and
following examinationm was accepted at Randolph and Keily Fields, The
"West Point ef the Airn, g

In the summer of 1939 he received his wings and transfer to the
Adr Corps *--- and so another leglgénd of World War II was born,

At that time there were only three exiating B-17 boab groups, the 2nd,
7th and 19th/ Assigned to the 7th, Hardison was among the first of the
Pilets to fiy the old B=17 C's of "Mary Annn fame. He also acted as test
pilot on the then new B-17 E,

taken and his plane finally landed in the Dutch Eaxt Indies where he Joined
Up with the 19th who were evacuated from the Philippines, G

Then followed the daga of the South Pacific - = this handful of men
and planes, concentrating en Jap shipping, sank ship after ship, The price
wWas high = planes felil flaming into the Pacific waters, the same waters

Col Hardison and his crew remained in the Dutch East Indies untii
they could hear the sound of Jap rifle fire in the distance, From there
they flew to Java where their efforts were continued with the aid of the
Dutch, The action was reaching a furious pitch, More and more Zeros
clouded the skies and still they went on, In ome ten-day period they sank
twelve large vessels and badly mauled twenty others, On another occasion
Hardison and his crew made twelve separate Tuns on a flak fir.

Jap convey from an altitude of 1500 feet dropping two bombs at & time,
Bonmbs were scarce and they had to make every one count, For this action,
Hardison was award.d the Distinguished Service Cross, Participating in the
Coral Sea and Solemon Island actions, they were finally recalied to the
United States in the latter part on 1942, -

In June of 1943 he Was selected as Air Attache of United States te
Sweden where he remained until December of 1944, Ordered home for a short
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rest, he returned to the E,T.0, and was shortly made Deputy Commander of
this Group

Col. Hardisen's wife Pricilia and their two daughters Feiicia, 4 and
Suzanne 2, live at 420 Theima Drive, San Antonio, Texas,

(articlie contributed by base PRO - Capt. William Co Van Norman)

Promotions for the month or May:

3 May - W, B, Winslow, 367th Flight Leader, to Capt,

4 May - R, H, Wessler, 423rd Squadron Navigator, to Capt,
4 May - L, R, Smith, 423rd Flight Leader, to Capt,

4 May - C, R. Dimter, 423rd Squadron Bombardier, to Capt,
4 May - R, H, Claeys, 36sth Flight Leader, to Capt,

4 May - J, E, Martin, 368th Flignt Leader, to Capt.

15 May - R, G, Schwein, 367th Squadron Bombardier, to Capt,
16 May -R. W, Grirtith, 423rd Squadron Gunnery, to Capt.
21 May - A, A, Kester, 369th Squadron Navigator, to Capt,
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