






















































Date: Thu, Mar 8, 2012  

Subj: Thanks & info re Lester Evans & your crew member Loren Harter 

From: Barbara Neal, 306th BHGA Secretary 

To:   James A Burgess <langburg@comcast.net> 

 

Hi Jim, 

Thank you so much for this great photo taken at Goose Bay, Labrador in Dec-44.  Wow, it enlarged great from just a snapshot. 

Nice that this photo also includes Joe Pinela, togglier, nose-gunner. After you and I talked on Tuesday, I realized I should have 

asked you if Pinela (who you mentioned on the phone) was indeed a member of your crew.  I wasn't sure since you had not put 

his name on the back of the other crew photo, where you had indicated that Phil Swift and Joe O'Brien were missing from that 

one. 

 

In your letter with the Goosebay photo, you asked about Lt Lester A Evans, 368th pilot who flew with you as your check pilot on 

your first two missions.  I will be including him in the next issue of Echoes, in the "Not Recent Deaths" column, since I see no 

record of him previously having had an Echoes obit.  Here is what I've found on him: 

 

 - Lester A Evans, Serial # O-663140 reported to Thurleigh 27 Dec 44. He received the Air Medal on 2 Feb 45, and 5 oak leaf 

clusters on 14 Feb;  7 Mar;  18 Mar;  5 Apr;  and 14 Apr.  He completed his tour in April 45.  First Over Germany, p.301 has a 

sentence about him making it back from the 10 Jan-45 mission to Gymnich at a lower altitude when his navigator and 

bombardier, Cyrus Rubenstein and James Shook, were suffering from anoxia.  If you have the bound copy of Echoes 1975-2000, 

you'll see a photo of his crew on p.6 of the July-97 issue. He is listed at the WWII Memorial Registry, as being from hometown of 

Cherry Hill, NJ - honored by his son Barry Evans, daughter-in-law 

Jeanne, and granddaughter Natalie Unsworth.  The USVA Grave Locator website has a photo you can see, of his marker, at Ft 

Gibson National Cemetery, in Fort Gibson, Muscogee County, OK.  It shows Lester A Evans, Oklahoma, 1st Lieutenant, indicating 

that after having served in WWII, he served later with the 60th Troop Carrier Wing of the USAF; and it shows he lived from 25 

Dec 1915 to 27 Feb 1971.  To see the marker, go to http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/   and there enter his last name & first name.  

From the resulting list, click on his name with the "A" middle initial. 

 

Now, a 2nd subject: 

I think that I may have located your ball turret gunner Loren F Harter, still living.  From his WWII Enlistment info which is indexed 

at a National Archives website, I know his middle initial was "F" and that he was born in 1924, so he would now be 87.  I have not 

found any record of him being deceased, so I searched for a listing of his name at Whitepages on the internet.  Its listings are not 

always completely current, but they are usually pretty good help in locating people. 

 

I hope you'll please be willing to try giving a call to this, below, household, to find out if he is indeed your crew member.  If you 

do reach him, I would appreciate finding out  

 - if he's the right man who was your ball turret gunner 

 - what he did after Thurleigh; 

 - if he wants to be added to the Echoes mailing list; and 

 - if he has access to email, if he wants to share his email address with me for occasional 306th updates. 

 

Loren F Harter…. Roseburg, OR 97471. That's roughly 175 miles south of Portland.  Two phones are shown for the household, 

which includes several other people (maybe relatives?)   (541) 637-0826  Shirley Chappell…. 

I hope he is doing well, and I look forward to learning what you find out.  If you reach him, please tell him I said "Thank you for 

your service to our country!" 

 

3rd matter: Do you have anything with Joesph E O'Brien's Serial # on it?  And/or do you know where he was from, and/or when 

he was born? 

 

Thanks again so much, James, for the photos, as well as for any help in figuring out if this Loren F Harter is your crew member, 

and which of the numerous Joseph E O'Brien fellows was your waist gunner. 

 

Cheers, 

Barbara 
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