Interview with william B, Cassery =t 5t, PFetersburg, FL,
17-18 Nov 1978,

Raymond Check wes 2 cuiet persen, anc a very good pilot,

A party had been plannec on the night of his last mission,
anc his nurse-girl friend wzs planning to attend.

Check was flyine in thes right seat, and JW Wilson in the left,
This may have been beczuse of its fosition in the formation.

Check had had several rouch missions, and his 25th was ex-
pected to be a milkrun, There was fichter cover.

The crew neecded a waist ounner, and Cassedy told them as he
was getting "ranked" out cof his seat, that he needed a milk
run as badly as anyone zlse, ancd woulcd serve as the waist
gunner,

It appearec that a shell fracment came through the top of
the cockpit anc hit Check in the top of the head. Hydraulic

BHE oxvoen limnes were also hit.

The radio room coor flew cpen &nd fire was filling entranceway.
The bail out bell rano, Tje plan e was flying o.k., and Cassedy
felt it had to be all riaht.

He motioned for the crew not to jump, grabbed a walkaround
bottle and headec for the cockpit, With a back pack on and
carrying a walkaround bottle, it was very difficult to

get through the bomb bay, Ev the time he got to the cockpit,
the fire had been extinouished,

Ju Wilson was flying the plame with his elbows, with Check
slumped aver the wheel, The glane was still at about 20,000.

Wwilson was also burnec about the face, and motioned to Cassedy
to remove Wilson's oxygen mask, Cassedy cdid not do this, but
Wilson finally got ric of the mask, so Cassedy pushed the
wheel forward to force the nlane to lose alittude so that
Yilson woulcd not pass out, The plane was out of formation,

Wilson got out of the seat ano went to the nose, while Casgedy
took over the controls,

Cr. Feck treatec Wilscn ancd the engineer, and then went through
the plane treating other personnel/ Everyone except Cassedy and
Feck had burnes or wounds,

Lost altitude as fast 2s possible, while heading back towards
Encland, Cne encine hzc Heen shot out completely, one engine
was throwing cil, ancd one enaine was o,k.

Radio cperator sent cut May [=ay signal, and an Air-Sea Rescue
fichter met them cver the channsl,

WYilson motionecd for Cassedy to land, but s the airplane commander

Cassecdy knew the plane was flying well and cdecided to take the



Cassedy Interview - 2

wounced home, He thouqght it would take less time to get treat-
ment at Thurleigh where the medics would be ready for them,

But, the flare pistol had been shot off anc the radio for con-
tacting the tower was of no use. Unable to contact tower, Cas-
sedy felt the plane was in no condition to fly a normal traffic
pattern and to mix into the rest of the group. Cecided against
landing on one of the short runways, and concludecd he must land
downwind into the face of other lancing planes. A plane cn final
(Jones) pulled up and went over this plane,



CHECK'S LAST "ISSICN - 27 _ynmp 1943

“Maj. Eeecrge L, Penk, flin“t =urgeon, flew as ohserver.

"E 10935 gut A° the sin, Pist rlane,

28mm hit oxvoen line, 2nf 20 mr hit Check in the nerk and
exploderd., Fire began in the coeckpi*, fed by nxygern.

Wilson tried to fight blaze and fly plane. Hands were
badly burned, Blanchette got fire uncder control. Peck had
been flying in nose, Wilson was flying plane with his
forearms, as his hands were so badly burned,

Lt. W, P. Cassedy, riding as a waist gunner, told the crew
not to bail nut even though the alarm bell had rung.

The plane was still flying, so he went forward tonsee what
conditiens were, helped get Wilson out ofbthe seat after
setting up the autopilot, and then flew the plane home,

"It was a wonder a man could stand such pain and fly a
plane at the same time," Peck said of Wilson,

Milton Edwards, wounded in arm.
Wm, T. Johnson, wounded in len
James A, Bobbett, engineer, burned.

Lionel Drew, bombardier, had bailed out when the alarm
bell first rang
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16 Qctober 1978

Mr. Wm. P. Cassidy
3820 46th Av., 5.
Bt. Petersburg, FL 33711

Dear Bill,

Tried to call you last night, and succeeded in having a pleasant chat
with your wife, but guess you were out on the town!

1 have hopes of getting to Florida at the end of the year, and may be
able to wvisit with you then.

IN THE MEANTIME, could I get you to do a little searching around
there for some people?

One is Charles Fatigati, an ex-POW, who had an address of 6596 19th
St., N, but I was unable to pick up a telephone number on hi, so have
not tried to contact him.

Just now I took out the search list, and I guess we've solved the problems
we know of those who had St. Pete as a hometown before WW II. But, I may
come up with a few names as I am searching some other lists slowly, but
should have them looked through in another week or so.

Meanwhile, am off to Washington Thursday for the reunion. I understand
1980 will be in Orlando.

Sincerely yours,



27 November 1979

Dear Billk

Your good letter came today, reminding me that I had not properly
thanked you and Jerry for the excellent treatment accorded me on
my visit to St. Pste.

1 had an excellent time, some great food, and got much of the in-
formation thatl wanted.

1 got back to Charlotte in good order, and then on to Laurinburg,

and a reunion with my wife. From then on it was pretty hectic. I

had done such a good job of painting the porch on the house this
summer thah I had sealed everything and creataed some moisture pro-
blems. Thus, I spent much of the week repairing porch flooring that
had buckled. And we had our five sons home for Thanksgiving, and with

my typewriter in Kalamazoo I jus did not get writing done.

Then, last Saturday my wife came back to Kalamazoo with me and we

began some house hunting. Although she flew home today, it isn't

quite done, but 1 hope to wrap it up befors 1 leave for the West
' Fpaat this weskend,

‘fﬁhgppreciate your further comments, and they help to round ocut the
§~istory of that day. :
1 rather expect to see John Regan next Saturday, and have a date
with Bob Riordan in Dallas on Tussday. I also expect to fill in
with several other men in between.

But all of this travel and moving is slowing down my writing, and
I must get back to it soon.

My best to such excellent hosts,
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Without any research toward verification, I have written below what I
remember and as I remember it.

Yes, I was on the U. S. 8th Air Force mission (we said "raid") to
Schweinfurt on 17th August, 1943, That was my last raid, my 25th. Because
of a heavy percentage of losses during that time period, 25 raids completed
a tour of combat for U. S. heavy bomber crews in the E.T.0. One pilot who
completed twenty-five "buzzed" the field on returning from his 25th raid. That
was earlier, and I had said I would blow the "dispersal" tent down when I
finished 25; but that was earlier and 1 had forgotten my remark.

I was a first lieutenant in command of C Flight of the 423rd Squadron
306 Bomb (H) Group. A lieutenant as flight commander? Yes, our Sguadron
Commander, Major Lambert, promoted no one to Captain while I was in his
Squadron. Although the squadron table of organization called for eleven
Captains, Major Lambert had two Captains in his squadron when I arrived and
two when 1 left. When Captain Check, Commander of A Flight, was killed,
Major Lambert transferred a Captain from another squadron into the 423rd, but
that is another story. The Flight Commanders were rotated up, and I was given
C Flight.

The concentration of industry, that is, the ball bearing factory, the
manufacture of tools and tools to make the tools to make ball bearings, were
in existence before World War I1I, I understand. Anyway, I was told that our
Command was surprised when British Intelligence with information from the English
underground reminded them that it still existed and was manufacturing 75% of all
ball bearings for the German war effort. We had understood that Hitler had
deconcentrated his industries.

We were briefed on carrying out this raid several times before we actually
took off and completed it. For instance, after the first briefing was finished,
we were told clouds had closed in over the target and the raid was called off.
Although our bomb sights were unmatched in precision, we had to see the target
in order to hit it. Then, we were told that we were going to Schweinfurt later,
anyway, and reminded that if anyone let the destination slip out we would probably
be met at the right time and altitude by German fighter planes. We knew that
but were concerned because a large number of combat inexperienced crews had been
arriving since June who might be unaware of the seriousness of a tongue slip up.
The Assistant Operations officer came by my dispersal area (where the plane was
kept) to tell us the raid was cancelled. He gave us each a "T.5. Card" with
spaces where holes could be punched, he said, by the Chaplain. He assured us we
were entitled to one punch, each.



’

On the morning of 17th August, 1943, the final briefing was finished and
we rendezvoused at altitude over the Coast. The day was breaking as we crossed
the Channel and saw the German fighters, right time, right altitude (ME109;
Focke-Wulf 190, I've forgotten) (Maybe, Goering's pet squadron of yellow nosed
Focke-Wulf 190's from Abbeville, France). But then we saw that the fighters
were following English bombers coming back from a raid the night before. The
fighters were too close to being out of gasoline to be able to take us on.

We had a peaceful ride for awhile.

Then all hell broke loose. I believe the Germans had more anti-aircraft
fire power and fighter planes located near, in and around Schweinfurt than
perhaps anywhere. They obviously put everything into the air that would fly.
Among all of the aircraft, I also saw an old ME210, with a gunner firing from
the rear open cockpit, as I was coming off the target run. He was shooting
into my left wing gasoline tank and left it leaking.

My excellent top turret gunner had finished his twenty-five and I was giving
an inexperienced new comer his first combat ride. His gun was not firing; we were
calling to him to get that plane. Other gunners in our formation must have
concentrated on it because the plane split lengthwise as it burst into flames
and parted. My new gunner came on the intercom with, "Two planes going down
twelve o'clock high!"

He told me later that his gun had jammed and he was out of touch while fixing
jt. I told him I had finished my 25 and was going home; that if he wished to say
the same thing to someone later, he had better practice taking his gun apart and
putting it together with gloves on, until he could do it in five seconds flat.

Schweinfurt was a rough time. I burned all my engine valves and No. 4 engine
was out, but I was returning with all crewmen unhurt. 1 was glad. As I approached
our base field, I left the formation as I decided to "buzz" it. The field was higher
in its middle so I dropped low and came up over the rise toward the control tower,
then up into a wing-over letting the low wing pass between the control tower and a
hangar. As I came back down from the wing-over, I remembered that I had said that
I would blow the "dispersal" tent down (that was where the ground crew chief kept
the tools, etc., to work on the plane). I passed very closely over the top of the
"dispersal" tent and pulled up so it would get full blast from the prop-wash.

After landing and taxiing to my dispersal area, I saw that the tent had not
budged. The crew chief had remembered and had staked it down deep.

Captain Salada, the Operations Officer, was waiting for me in a jeep. As I
dropped to the ground and joined him, he said, "Well, Jesus Christ ole man; Well,
Jesus Christ!". I smiled but didn't answer. Apparently, some of the persons on
top of the control tower who had waited for the Group's return, had to be restrained
from jumping off as my plane passed over.



Lt. Col. Robinson, the 306 Group Commander, informed me that a Colonel
down at "Wide-wing" (the 8th AF headquarters) wanted to see me. He said he
would cut orders sending me back to the States, if I wanted, but only after
I had talked to the Colonel.

While acting as Co-pilot for Captain Check, we had met that Colonel at
a Publisher's Estate (used as a rest home during WW II) down near South Hampton.
The Colonel's name, I do not remember, but his offer was a compliment. He was
setting up an Advisory Board, composed of three: one each who had finished
tours in heavy bombers, 1ight bombers, and fighters. The Board was to advise
Command on tactics. Although I turned down the Colonel's offer (for personal
reasons), while I was there, he showed me pictures of the 17th August 1943
Schweinfurt raid results. The pictures had been taken by a high altitude
observation plane as quickly as the smoke from our bombing had cleared.

Those pictures showed complete destruction, absolute. I was amazed.
I told the Colonel that such was impossible, it just could not be so. I knew
about where our bombs had fallen; I believed we had good accuracy on the assigned
buildings, but total obliteration was not acceptable to me.

Later, I was told that those pictures had been greatly enlarged, sufficiently
to show that the Germans, in the short period of time while the smoke was clearing,
had camouflaged the entire area to appear to be destroyed. We did not know what
damage we had done. There was no question but the 8th AF had to go back to
Schweinfurt. No machine would work without ball bearings, the target was that
important.

Because we did not know what damage we had done, I have not been surprised
that the 17th August, 1943, raid has had almost no mention, that many people
believe the first raid on Schweinfurt occurred in October. I am wondering now
if you have found out the results of our raid from German sources, or if not,
why a whole book on the Schweinfurt raid of 17th August, 1943.

cc: Russell Strong
Kalamazoo, Michigan
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PHONE: BOSTON MARTIN MIDDLEBROOK
(STD Codc 0205) 64555 48, LINDEN WAY,
BOSTON, LINCS. PE21 9DS
ENGLAND.

13th Oé¢tober 1981.

bear Colonel Cassedy,

lizay I introduce myself as an English historian who is preparing a book
about the 8th Air Force missions to itegensburg and Schweinfurt on 17th August
1943 - a2 day I am sure you will remember. This book will be a serious piece
of military history based on research 1 have carried out in Germany as well
as in the United States but also including the experiences of the ordinary
men involved. 1 have a contract with Scribners of New York and the book
will be published on 17th August 1983.

1 have been trying to make contact with as many men as possible who
took part in those missions. 1 was given your name and address by Mr.
itussell Strong of Kalamazoo and 1 am writing to ask if you will help me 2a
little with my work by writing just a few notes in answer to some questions
vhich 1 will set out below.

ijay I just say one or two things before 1 go further. I have already
carried out a considerable amount of research and have a good knowledge of
most of the things that happened to your group on 17th August 1943. I am
not asking you to write a long general description of the Schweinfurt mission.
What would be helpful is if you could think back to that day and identify any
incidents which remain in your mind as being particularly vivid. Such
incidents can be at any period between your being woken up that morning and
your landing that evening. These incidents may have been major ones, directly
connected with the mission, or minor ones, only affecting yourself or your
crew. I would like to stress that one or two paragraphs of notes, in detail,
on something original, is all 1 ask of you and that nothing would be too
trivial for my interest. Similar contributions from many men will enable me
to bring this whole subject to life.

Une smzll request - woulda you pleazse tell me what your rank was on 17th
Auvgust 1943 so that I can acknowledge your help properly in my book.

1 would be most grateful if you could help by sending me a few notes.
1 intend to start the writing of this book in December and it would be

Books: THE FIRST DAY OM TIE SOXixis, THE NUREMBERG RAID, CONVOY, BATTLESHIP with Patrick Mahoney, THE
KAISCR'S BATTLE, THE DIARITS O PRIVATE BRUCKSHAW (editing only), THE BATTLE OF HAMBURG.

In German: Die Nacht I Der Dic Bond i Starhen, Konver, Schlachischifie, Der 21, Marz 1918

In preparation: THE SCHWEINIUR'T - REGENSEURG MISSION - (US.A.AF.) 17 August 1943, THE PEENEMUNDE RAID -
(R.AAF) 17/18 August 1943, TiE BOLIBLR COMMAND VWAR DIARIES - An Operational Reference Book

The History of Boston Serics: BOSTON AT WAR. 1ilim CATHOLIC CHURCH IN BOSTON



particularly helpful if you could reply to this letter by the end of December.
If you do not feel able to help me for some reason but would like to keep in
touch and be informed about the booy's publication in 1983, could you please
send me a short note telling me so. : .

1 send you best wishes from England.

Yours 31ncerely,

iy
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b William P. Cassedy
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Interview with wWilliam £, Cassecy at 5t, Fetersburg, FL,
17-18 Nov 19739, ' -

Raymond Check was & cuiet persen, anc a very cood pilot.

A party had been plannec on the night of his last mission,
anc his nurse-girl friencd wszs planning to attend.

Check was Flying in thes ricoht seat, and JW Wilson in the left,
This may have been because of its fiosition in the formation.

Check had had several rouoch missions, and his 25th was ex-
pected to be a milkrun., There was fighter cover.

The crew neerded a waist gunner, and Cassedy told them as he
was getting "rankecd" nu%t of his seat, that he needed a milk
run as badly as anyone zlse, anc woulcd serve as the waist
gunner,

1t appearec that a shell fragment came through the top of
the cockpit anc hit Check in the top of the head. Hydraulic
8HEY oxygen lines were also hit.

The radio room cdoor flew open 2nd fire was filling entranceway.
The bail out tell rano, Tje plan e was flying o.k., and Cassedy
felt it had to be all right.

He motioned for the crew not to jump, grabbed a walkaround
bottle and headec for the cockpit, With a2 back pack on anc
carrying 2 walkarounc bottle, it was wvery difficult to

get through the bomb bay, £y the time he got to the cockpit,
the fire had been extinouished,.

Jy Wilson was flyino the plane with his elbows, with Check
slumped over the wheel, The plane was still at about 20,000,

Wilson was also burnecd abput the face, and motioned to Cassedy
to remove lWilson's oxyaen mask, Cassedy cdid not do this, but
Wilson finmally oot ric of the mask, so Cassedy pushed the
wheel forward to force the plane to lose alittude so that
Wilson woulcd not pass out., The plane was out of formation,

Wilson got out of the seat ano went to the nose, while Casgedy
took over the controls,

Cr. FPeck treatec Wilscn ancd the sngineer, and then went through
the plane treatino other personnel/ Everyone except Cassecy and
Peck had burnes or wounds,

Lost altitude as fast 25 possible, while heading back towards
Englancd, Cne encine hac been shot out comgletely, one engine
was throwing cil, ancd one engine was o.k.

Radio cperator sent ocut May [=ay signal, anc an Air-Sea Rescue
fighter met them over the channsl,

Wilson motionmec for Cassedy toc land, but as the airplane commander
Cassedy knew the plans was flying well anc cecided to take the
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Cassedy Interview - 2

wounced home, He thounht it would take less time to get treat-
ment at Thurleigh where the mecdics would be ready for them,

But, the flare pistol had been shot off anc the radio for con-
tacting the tower was of no use, Unable to contact tower, Cas-
sedy felt the plane was in no condition tc fly a normal traffic
pattern and to mix into the rest of the group. Cecided against
landing on one of the short runways, and concludec he must land
downwind into the face of other lancing planes. A plane cn final
(Jones) pulled up and went cver this plane,
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CHECK®S LAST ™MISSICN - 27 une 1G43

Mai, EBeorge L, Peclk, flig~t =urgeon, flew as ohserver,

m& 1N9s out nf the sun, hist plane.

28mm hit oxygen line, 2ncf 20 =r hit Check in the nerk and
exploded. Fire begean in the ctckpi®, fed by oxygen.

Wilson tried to fight blaze and fly nlane., Hands were
badly burned, Blanchette no! fire uncer contrnl. Peck had
been flying in nnse, Wilsnn was flying nlane with bis
forearms, as his hands were =0 hadly burned,

Lt. W. P, Cassedy, ricdirg as a waist gunner, tolef the crew
nnt to bail out even thounh the alarm Yell had rung,

The nlane weas stil) flyino, =n he went forward tonsee what
conditicns were, helped net #ilson out nfbthe sea* after
setting up thes auvtnrpilnt, an” *“en flew the nlane home,

"It was a wonrer 2 man could s*and such pain and fFly a
plare at the same time," Pack arid nf Wilson,

Milton Edwards, wounderd in arm,
Wm, T. Jtohnsor, wnunded in le-
James A, Bobhett, engineer, burnecd,

Linnel Nrew, hombarcdier, hard bailed nut when the alarm
bell first rancg
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