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24 March 1987 -

Dear Leif:

1 uppreciate your feelings of frustration over your call
to Mrs. Holloway. I have had that happen a number of clmes
and always find it diffiecult to handle. Although sometimes
it results in a delightful conversation with a widow who
is eager to talk about her late husband.

We are mlways dependent for updating our records on some-
one telling us.

As to Holloway, 1 remember that General Rader called me
about the day the last Echoes went to press to inform me
that he had indeed talked with Mrs. Holloway and had been
informed of Raleigh's death. Now, that was in January and
he had died the previous June. In the meantime, she had
received two copies of Echoes, and perhaps the directory,
without letting us know about, so I don't feel any great
respousibility.

it is unfortunate, and 1 ralked to a widow just recently
whose husbund had died three years ago and she bhad just
not gotten around to letting us know.

There seems to be no definite pattern to such things. Some
take care of it expeditiously and others are just Ctoo over-
whelmed to handle such matters very well.

Don't give up ecalling, though, because the rewards of dind-
ing people and talking with old friends far outway the few
who bhuwepassed away or who only want to gripe about their
time with the 306th,

All the best, and expect to see you in September,
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This is an interesting paperback
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musl rate more as a picture book
than anything alse.

"Picoadilly Commando"” and
“Meat Hound" are two of the 306th
planes shown.

More Issues of ‘Echoes’

Here's my help for future issuas of Echoes!

I enclose Sﬁieﬂ support the production and malling of the
306th Echoes. | also want to support continuing reunion activities for
those who once served.
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20 February 1989

Leif Hansen
7029 Arbor Drive
Frederick, MD 21701

Dear Leif:

Writing for myself, and for Don Ross and Reg Robinson,
let me express our thanks to you for your recent gift
to the 306th BG Project Fund.

Your interest in the Assoclation, as witnessed by your
gift and your enthusiastédcparticipation in reunions,
is much appreciated. You will hear further from us on
this matter soon.

Sincerely yours,

William F. Houlihan
President

Amount received: $100,.00
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A REMIMDER: The 306th Bombardment Group Historical Association
iz & Etax exempt organizatiom wnder the Internmal Bevenue Ser-=
vice cade 501(e)}l®, and thus your gifcs to the Association are
deductible on vour Federal income tax.
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their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so thac we may search
further for them.
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12 October 1992

Dear Leif:

The October issue has been put to bed, so I can get back to some
other things, like answering letters.

1 compared your list of six names and found that Charles Wall,
John Reed, Paul Byer and William Musick are indeed listed on The
Wall of the Missing at Madin¥ye

That leaves Robert Ransom and Edgar Whittaker unaccounted for.

1 am enclosing copies of my reference cards on these two men,
although I note that you caught the variant spelling of Whitta-
ker's last name. The serial numbers might be helpful in verify-
ing the correct data.

Let me know what you can find out. I know that we have men buried
in Luxembourg, in the Netherlands and on the Brest peninsula. Let
me know any pertinent data concerning other burials that you come
up with.

All the best,
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Leif H. Hamsen

7029 Arbor Drive
Frederick , MD 21701
October 20, 1992

Brittany American Cemetery
50240 5t, James, France

Gentlemen:

I am sending this request for information which I hope you can
satisfy. 1 attendedthe 50th anniversary of the arrival in England
of the 306th Bombardment Group. Part of our reunion ceremonies
included a visit to the American Cemetary in Cambridge.

It was there that 1 found that four (4) of our men who were
missing were in fact, buried in Brittany, France. They are:
Lt. Albert Brunsting - copilot
Sgt. Charles 5. Wall - gunner
5gt. Robert L Ransom, gunner
Sgt. Edgar G. Whittaker, gunner

These men were members of Lt. Charles W. B. Cranmer"s crew.
Their B=17 was shot down in the English Channeld40 miles northwest of
Brest on their return from a rafd on 5t. Nazaire, January 3, 1943,
Intelligence reports for that mission tell thatthe plane went into the
water under constant attack and the top-turret guns were still firing
as the plane sank. HNo parachutes were observed,

My guestions are:

1. how were the men recovered from 40 miles from land?

2. ¥Was death from exposure or wounds?

%2, How and when did they get to Brittany?

The Battleground Monument Hssnciatfﬂqin Washington, D.c. has
told me that you probably have a "Personnel File® on all who are
buried in Brittany. In that event I would appreciate any pertinent
photocopies from those files.

(1)



(2)

My personal interest in this crew 1is due to being assigned
with them during travel from Utah to Eng'[andﬂin the late summer

of 1942- The Secretary/Historian of the 306th B.G. Assn, 15 also
interested and I will forward everything to him,

I thank you very much for your attention.
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24 July 1993

Dear Lief:

Many thanks for the clippings onnVictor Spevak. That makes writing
an obituary so much easier.

A year or so ago, while wondering what to do with the obits from all
kinds of people, some short, some long, I discovered that I could

copy many of them on the back of my 3x5 file cards, which I did with
Victor's. In this way I have a permanent record, and don't add another
piece of paper to my files. And, when I copy that card file every three
years or so, that permanent record appears on the microfilm.

The Association provided me with a small copier, hand fed, and I have

found that while it would be nice to be able to run it automatic, that
it really serves my purposes better for all kinds of things than a big-
ger model might. And, I certadnly don't want two copies around——lack pf

§833 space.

Had to stop writing to move a sprinkler. We are trying hard in this
daily 90-95 degree heat to keep our trees and shrubbery alive, and us-
ually vater heavily every morning and evening. I just noticed that
a small shrub that has bean watered may not make iit.

Now I am hurrying to finish up the 368th Combat Diary so that it too can
go to Seattle. Looks Like I ought to make it to the printer by

about 10 August, which is plenty of time. But, I'll also have to order

gome additional 367th diaries in order to have some to take with me.

Plans are going along well for the reunion, and I am expecting at least
600 there. After a year off for a stateside reunion this really ought to
bring out a lot of people. I imaigne for many it will be thetr only chance
to ever vieit that part of the country. We are going to a few days early
to do Mt. St. Helen, Vancouver and to make a fall visit to Buchardt gard-
ens on Victoria Island. Then we'll follow up with the Alaskan Cruise,
which now has 62 people, and some are still talking about going. The last
I knew the ship was full.

Look forward to seeing you and Ann once again,
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Mrs. Anne Hansen

Mrs. Anne Amanda H
76. of Crestwood Va?:;::

Frederick, died Wednesday, Sept.

10, at Frederij
&, at erick Health Care

She was t i i
Hanho? he wife of Leif Henry

Funeral arrangements wiil be

announced b
Basford Ft}l’nerlaff 1Y Homnd

Frederick. Home.

Mrs. Anne Hansen

Mrs. Anne Amanda Hansen,
76, of Crestwood Village,
Frederick, died Wednesday, Sept.
10, at Frederick Health Care
Center.

She was the wife of Leif Henry
Hansen.

Born June 22, 1921, in
Brooklyn, N.Y., she was the
daughter of the late Michael and
Minnie Werderman Hoffmann.

Mrs. Hansen had been
employed as a bank officer with
North Brunswick Savings and
Loan in New Jersey.

She was a Presbyterian and
served many years as a church
secretary.

Surviving in addition to her
husband are two daughters,
Karen A. Guest and husband
Robert S. of Arlington, Va., and
Lois J. Karasa and husband:
Norman of Monument, Colo.; one
sister, June White of Northport,
N.Y.: one brother, Michael
Hoffmann of New York; two
grandchildren, Andrew John
Karwasa and Ruta Jane Karasa,
both of Monument: and a number
of nieces and nephews.

Mrs. Hansen was preceded in
death by a grandson, Edwin
Marchetti.

The family will receive friends
from 3 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m,
Sunday, Sept. 14, at Keeney and
Basford Funeral Home, 106 E.
Church St.. Frederick. Funeral
services will begin at 10 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 15, in Etchison

Memorial Chapel of the funeral
home, with the Rev. J. Russell
Butcher. associate pastor of
Frederick Presbyterian Church,
officiating. Interment will be in
Mount Olivet Cemetery,
Frederick. .
In lieu of flowers memorial
donations may be made to
Frederick Health Care Center,
Attn: Michelle Mahn, 30 North
Place, Frederick. Md. 21701.






24 September 1997

Dear Leif:

I was much saddened to receive your letter yesterday and to
learn of Anne's death. I san only imagine the depth of your
loss.

Then, I was cheered to read on that you are felling reasonably ‘
well, emen though on Bialysis. The fact that you are consider= 2
ing coming to 8s¥anta, is something that will bring joy to a j!

of the other reunion attendees. ¢

e,

Our numbers seem to be growing rapidly, and it appears that we
will probably have a reasonable crowd, although there have been
too many moments of concern that all kinds of factors have enter-
ed in to perhaps shrink our crowd.

But I am daily receiving calls from Men who will be therej with
an increasing number bringing along sons and other family\ to be
with them.

June and I look forward to seeing you in about six weeks.

Sincerely,

.‘\‘/‘



Mr. Leif H. Hansen Obituary

Mr. Leif Henry Hansen, 81, formerly of Crestwood Village,Fred-
erick, MD, and more recently of Arlington, VA, died on Wednesday,
June 17 at the Arlington Hospital. He was the husband of the late
Anne Amanda Hoffman Hansen, who died Sep 10, 1997,

Born June 24, 1916, in Tonsberg, Norway, he was a son of the
late Hans and Olga K. Nelson Hansen. Mr. Hansen immagrated to
the Unitéd States in Nov 1920, with his mother, and after entering
thru Ellis Island, settled after several months with his family
in Elizabeth, NJ, where he remained until they moved to Queens, NY.
He recevied his early education in the New York area, and enlisted
in the U:S. Army, serving with the 369th Bomb Squadron, 306th Bomb-
ardment Group, 8th Air Force, EiT.O., until his discharge in 1945.
He was married on October 20, 1945, and remained in New York, where
he was initially employed as a runner on Wall Street; later with
Pan American Airlines, in an accounting position. He later joined
the Glenn L. Martin Company, Middle River, and relocated to Luther-
ville, MD. He continued in employment as a computer consultant af-
ter the merger of Glenn L. Martin Co, with Martin-Marietta, and
had moved with the company several times including assignments in
Sommerset, NJ, Greenbelt, MD, and finally moving to the Crestwood
Community in Frederick in 1979. He retired from Martin-Marietta in
June 1981.

Mr. Hansen was a member of the 8th Air Force Association; the
306th Bomb Group Historical Association; and the National Capital
Area Chapter of 8th A.F. Historical Society. He was also active
in annual reunion of these groups, and had attended with the 306th
Bomb Group, the return to Station 111, Thurleigh, England, on the

50th anniversary of deployment in August 1992,



Mr. Leif H. Hansen (2)

He also enjoyed writing and had articles published in the D-Day
issue of "War Stories" in 1995, and was currently writing an ad-
ditonal story for submission. lle had received a Certificate of
Appreciation in May 1998, for his work with the National World War
II Memorial, Washington, DC.; and was a member of the Francis Scott
Key Post 11, American Legion, Frederick.

Mr. Hansen was an active member of the Historical Society of
Frederick County, and served for a number of years as a docent;
was a member of the Bell & History Days committee, for a many years;
and created all the signage for the Civil War Walking Tour of Fred-
erick City. He was also d%gzgizi-of the Frederick County Civil War
Roundtable; a member of the Monocacy Battefield Preservation Aésoc—
iation; the Friends of Antietam National Battlefield; and was active
with the 125th Anniversary of the Battle of Monocacy, and the Ransom
of Frederick City.

He was also a member of the Frederick County Society of Model
Railroaders, Inc, and had an active interest in the Walkersville
Southern Railroad, Inc. Mr Hansen was also a member of the Fred-
ericktowne Players, where his talents were often incorporated into
stage design and set-up for performances at the Weinberg Center of
Frederick.

He is survived by two daughters, Karen Alice Guest, and her hus-
band, Robert S., of Arlington, Lois June Hansen Karasa, and her hus-
band, Norman L., of Monument, CO; one brother, Stanley Hansen of Hen-
derson, NV; two grandchildren, Andrew John Karasa, and Ruta Jane
Karasa, both of Monument, CO; and a number of nieces, nephews and

cousins.



Mr. Leif H. Hansen (3)

He was preceded in death by a grandson, Edwin Marchetti; and a
sister, Alice Heilmann.

The family will receive friends :the the Keeney and Basford
Funeral Home, 106 East Church Street, Frederick, MD, from 9 am until
time of services at 10am on Saturday, June 20. The Rev. Dr. Marlin
C. Hardman, associate pastor of the McLean Presbyterian Church, will
officiate. Interement will be in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Frederick.

Memorial donations should be made to the 8th AF Museum Fund, c/o

Robert N. Houser, P.0. Box 13362, Des Moines, IA 50310.

Mr. Strong -

In addition to the above information, more detailed service data includes :
Inducted : 07 Feb 1942 Discharged : 05 Oct 1945 |
Military Occupation : Intelligence Specialist (631)

Rank : Staff Sgt

Decorations & Citations : Distinguished Unit Badge - EAME Medal - GCM
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