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[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments

@ 13june1943001.pdf
5196K

'E Loveland Memoir.pdf
1427K

Bridges, Tyler <tbridges@mcclatchydc.com> Tue, Jul 14, 2009 at 3:16 PM
To: Vernon Williams <vwilliams@acu.edu>

Hi Dr. Williams:
Thanks for sending the two PDF files.

It turns out that the Loveland memories of his time as a POW that you sent
were published in Russell Strong's book, First Over Germany. The
disappointing thing to me is that Loveland provides skimpy details of their
time in Yugoslavia. He provides no details of their escape, where they went
initially, where they were with Tito's Partisans and where they were
evacuated from. | hope another document will turn up with that information. |
really need to find my father's own debriefing upon his return to Allied
forces.

| need the Yugoslavia information to fill in the details for the book and
because | want to retrace my dad's route next year.

Do you know if Loveland's narrative was an interview he gave some time
after the war or something that he provided to the army upon his release? |
note, for example, that he gave a slightly different date for the escape from
the Szombathely camp for Polish internees in January 1944 than my father
did in a letter home two months later.

| am in contact with his two daughters. Loveland appears to be near death
in Maine, unfortunately. He was well enough one day for his daughter
Donna to tell him that | had made contact with her, but he hasn't been well
enough since to answer questions that | sent to her. I'm hoping that he'll
rally. Donna has mailed me something that she thought | would want to see.
Maybe it's the full narrative. I'll get it in a couple of weeks.

| like your point about the microfilm. But | realize that | hadn't told you that
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I'm a foreign correspondent who covers South America. I'm based in
Venezuela but travel a lot. I'm in Rio de Janeiro today and Lima tomorrow. |
just don't know of a local library in South America that would have a
reader/printer.

| hadn't seen a mission report before. The detail looks good and gives me
hope that the mission statement for my dad's fateful mission will add to my
store of knowledge. It's also useful to have what you sent for when | write
about Loveland.

| now know that | will want to get the mission statement for the famed Ploesti
raid on 8/1/43. The Fascinatin' Witch got shot up in that raid. I'll want to get
the details. Two weeks later, the Witch was assigned to my dad and his
crew. The Witch was redlined in late September, and my dad missed a
couple of missions. He talked the squadron engineering officer into letting
him fly it on the mission where he was shot down.

By the way, do you have a good idea on how | can find out where the
Fascinatin' Witch went down? | know only that it was somewhere a bit south
of Wiener Neustadt. I'm trying to figure out how to get the casualty/burial
files for the three airman who went down with the plane. Any ideas on that?

| appreciate your help,

Tyler

From: Vernon Williams [mailto:vwilliams@acu.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2009 4:23 PM

[Quoted text hidden]

[Quoted text hidden]
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a better understanding of what my father and the others went through.

Have you researched files on individual airmen? I'm trying to get a clear
understanding of what documents are where. | have the names and serial
numbers and a fair amount of material on the 10 crew members, but | need
to get my hands on the files in government archives. But I'm not sure if

College Park has what | need or Maxwell.
Thanks!

Tyler Bridges

From: Vernon Williams [mailto:vwilliams@acu.edu]
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2009 10:34 AM

To: Bridges, Tyler
Subject: Re: 306th Bomb Group Collection

[Quoted text hidden]

Vernon Williams <vwilliams@acu.edu>
To: "Bridges, Tyler" <tbridges@mcclatchydc.com>

Fri, Jul 10, 2009 at 9:07 AM

Individual files will be a problem. The individual service records are held at St. Louis but a fire in 1974
destroyed many of those WW I-era records. You would have the requests originate from individual
family members to get copies of that material, if any of it exists.

Your best bet is to purchase a set of microfilm records from Maxwell Research Center on the 44th BG.
Their website is located at: http://afhra.maxwell.af.mil/ There is an email address listed towards the
bottom. Just request ordering information for the microfilm records of the 44th Bomb Group in the 8th
AF during WWII. These records will have the combat diaries of each unit and squadron in the
Group--which will be very helpful in a number of ways.

Also listed on this website are the numbered historical studies available as downloads as pdf files.
There are many of these studies that relate to the 8th AF and will give you some very specific historical
narratives of the time periods you are interested in.

College Park would be helpful for photographs but plan to spend.a great deal of time there. The still
photographs are not organized by bomb group but are scattered throughout a subject-organized
system. Some bomb groups are more represented than others.

Do you have the mission report on your father's last mission? It could provide possible eyewitness
accounts of seeing his plane shot down, parachutes seen and counted, etc. It could also be a source
for narrative as you write the shoot down sequence in your book. Some of these other crewmen in the
other plans may still be alive and willing to talk to you. | would purchase a telephone recording cable
and use it to record audio telephone interviews of those whom you can not get to in person.

| would also interview other surviving members of the group if that is possible for you. They could give

you valuable information about daily life in England, mission routine, and personal struggles with the
danger and risk of missions. Attend their reunion in Tama or get in touch with the editor of their
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30 August 1978

Mr. Glen Loveland

1406 Myrtle Avenue P
Ashtabula, OH 44004

Dear Glen:

Many thanks for sharing with me the enclosed material. I read it
at lunch today, and then took the liberty of copying it, so that I
can get it back in the mail to you immediately.

Yours is indeed a fascinating story, and one of those T will be able
to make good use of as my manuscript proceeds.

When I have a few moments I'll do so further checking on your
crew that day. I'll let you know what I find out.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Btrong




q/ ;;/

10 July 1977

fir. Glen Loveland
1406 Myrtle Avenue
Ashbéabula, OH 44004

Dear Glens

1 have been meaning to write you for quite some time, to in-
quire as to your role as a speaker in the 8th Air Force., I
noticed at some place a couple of references to your being on
a speaking tour and would like to know more about it.

Then, this morning while filing some Special Orders, I noticed
your name on Wm, Marcette®'s original crew, and decided that I
had to write you now to give me some help there, I have re-
ceivad considerable information on Missing Air Crews, but Mar-
cette's is one of those that National Archives has no trace of,

And this causes me to wonder if you were an evadse, but I don't
see your name on the list supplied to me by the Air Foree Escape
and Evasion Soclety.

I would appreciate very much hearing from you on any of thess
matters, as I think they are all pisces in the jig saw puzzle
that is the whole story of the 306th, ;

Any information you can give me will be most appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong
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28 December 1985

Mr. Glenn Loveland
1406 Myrtle Avenue
Ashtabula, OH 44004

Dear Glenn:

There are two matters I want to discuss with you, and had intended writing you
before receiving your recent letter:

1) In the matter of the medal, I think the place to begin is with your Congress-

2)

man. I am sure that he will take a great interest in the matter and can pursue
it 1ike no one else, with the clout that congressmen enjoy with the military.

Under separate cover on Monday I will mail you a copy of Fisst Over Gétmany
which you can use as a part of your presentation to him.

He'll take the matter from there, and i1f further information is needed as to
the whereabouts of squadron commanders and others from the 306th, I W11l be
happy to do whatever I can.

I want to urge very strongly that you and your wife plan to attend the 306th
reunion at Dayton in September. Most of the men of the 306th have never had a
chance to see you and I am sure that they would be delighted with your appear-
ance and the opportunity to talk with you.

Please let me hear from you on both matters as matters progress.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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six other members of our crew who had descended safely.

Six or seven German officers in the staff office immediately began hitting,
cuffing, and slapping us, even jabbing us with their rifle butts. We didn't suffer
any real injuries and apparently the attack was made in a spiteful rage because our
bombing had been so successful. This session lasted for about an hour and a half
and then we were forced to strip and submit to a detailed search at the end of which

we were loaded into a truck and taken to a prison somewhere in Bremen.

The cells were very clean and we stayed here for about four hours. Then we
were taken to another and similar prison where we remained for the night. In the
morning we were taken in a truck to the railway station in Bremen. We attracted
considerable attention and one group of civilians approached us making threatening

gestures, but the SS troops who were guarding us did not permit them to molest us.

We were taken by train to Frankfurt, a 48-hour ride during which time we were
fed by the German Red Cross. The food was sufficient at all times. On arrival we
detrained and marched 2 1/2 miles to a prison camp. During the march we created
quite a stir among the civilians along the route. Some of the people stoned us,

called us names, and made threatening gestures. Some gave us the V for Victory sign.

Qur camp was a barbed wire enclosure with a single building into which we were
led. The officer in charge explained to us in English that we were to be interrogated
and that no harm would come to us if we answered all questions. A1l our military
c}éthing was taken away and all possessions which had escaped the previous searches

were confiscated. We were given receipts for the latter.

Each of us was detained in a cell in solitary confinement until the interro-
gation which was scheduled for the following day. The cells were very poor. The
bed consisted of three plain boards covered with one blanket and no mattress.

Toilet facilities were inadequate. Food was very bad-—one meal a day. We were

awakened at five o'clock in the morning, given ersatz coffee and nothing more. At

-






Page Eight

Cross.

At Krems, the prison camp contained all nationalities, again in separate
compounds. Only enlisted personnel of the Air Forces were in our compound. The
camp itself was situated on a mountain about eight kilometers from the city. Treat-
ment was good and there was sufficient food. German officers in various uniforms
mingled with the prisoners in the compound for the purpose of eliciting information.
Most of these men were "smooth customers" and generally their tactics consisted
of engaging a man in conversation and then leading him into an argument during
which items of military information would be painlessly extracted, usually without

the subject even being aware of the fact.

By the time two weeks had elapsed, I was once again at work planning my next
escape attempt. Information was received in the camp, through the guards and from
prisoners who had gone into town to pick up packages, that there were civilians
in the area who would aid an escapee. It was a simple task to cut the barbed wire
enclosure this time and I slipped out of the camp and struck out for St. Polten.

I lost my way, however, and wandered around in the mountains for almost a week
before I came to a town which I later learned was Wiener Neuzézgdt. Here I was
fortunate enough to contact some French laborers who took me in and gave me food,
clothing and maps. I remained with them for only one day and then started out

again.

I went as far as Mattersburg, but by this time my food supply had given out
and I was afraid I would be unable to continue. I decided to take a chance and
seek aid in one of the nearby houses. I selected the house and asked the woman
who came to the door for something to eat and a place to sleep. She apparently
recognized me as an escapee and told me I could not remain in her home. She
summoned a 1ittle boy and directed him to take me to a place where, she informed

me, I would be cared for.












Page Fourteen

Secondly, I'd 1ike to stress the absolute necessity for keeping escape plans
completely secret if you have any hopes of their being successful. No one within
the confines of a prison camp can be trusted. There are spies and stool pigeons
circulating through the camp at all times, and even in the case of those who would
not deliberately give you away, if they know about your plans there is always
the possibility that confidantes will comprise them by inadvertently making some

remark that will "tip-off" your captors.

Thirdly, I suggest that escape attempts be undertaken individually rather than
in groups. When a man is working alone he usually determines a course of action
and follows it through, but where two or more persons are engaged in an enterprise
of this type there is very likely to be bickering and indecision. Hesitancy will

almost invariably lead to failure.
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I realized that I wouldn't hnve moch opportunity to evade capture
when I hit the groummd~so I threw away my automatic while I was descend-
jng. When I reached the ground, five farmers, armed with pitchforks,
were waiting lor me. I made no attempt to get awny btut tried to
jpndicate that I wanted to be taken prisonere Three of the men wanted
to kill me on the spot with their forks, but they were restrained by the
other two who wanted to turn me over to the military. Five minutes later
e Gerran vehicle, driven by a German officer, approached across the fielc
end st the same time I saw my pilot being brought in under guard from
another direotione.

The officer immediately searched un, confiscating our vutohes, money
and escape kits. e wore then taken to a staff office ahnut two kiloretors
oul.sddo of the oity of Rremon snd only a ghort distence from wloro we had
landod. Here we woro joined by six other members of our crew who had

descended safely.

.S8ix or seven Gerrmn officers in the staff office immediately began
hitting, cuffing end slapping us, oven jabbing us with thelr rifle buttse.
Ve didn't suffer any real injuries and apporently the attack wes mmde in
a spiteful rage because our bomhing had teen so successful. This scssion
lasted for about en hour and & helf and then we werec foroced to strip and
submit to a detailed search at the end of which we were loaded into &
truck and taken to & prison somewhere in “remen.

The cells were very clean and we steyed here for atout four hours. Then
we were takon to another nnd similar prison vhere we remined for the nighte.
In the morminr we woere taken in » truck to th~ railway stetion in Fremen.

Ye stitracted oonsideruhle nttentien and one rroup of civilians approachod us
making threatening pestures hut the U5 troops who were pgunrding us did not
permit them to molest us.

e were teken by train to Frarkfurt, a 48-hour ride during which {lme we
were fed by the German Red Cross. The food was sufficient at all timss.
Cn srrival we detrained and mrched 2% miles to & prison camp. During the
march wo created cuite a stir mmong the civilians slong the route. Some of
the people stoned us, called us nomes, and made threetening gestures. Some
gave us the V for Viectory signe.

Our camp was o baried wire enclosure with a sinfle huilcing into which we
were led. The officer in charge explnined to us in ¥nrlish that we werec to
be interropated and that no h.rm would comn to us if we anrwered all quagticns.
511 our military clothing wns taken nwny and all porsocnions which had oscaped
the previous seurches were confiscrnted. Ve waro riven receipts Cor the
lattere.

Fach of us was detained in a cell in solitary confinement until the

interrogstion which was scheduled for the following deye.  The cells were very
poor. The bed consisted of three ploin hoerds covered with one plonket
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and no mattress. Teddet facilities were inandequte. Food wnr vory had--
one meal a day. - We were awankenod st five o'clock in the morning, given
ersatz coffee and nothing more. At 2430 in the afternoon we wore given
our daily meal, concisting of soup and ehout a qunrter ol a loef of hord,

stale bresd.

Th& interrogation on the following day followed the lines of whnt we
had elways beoen told about PO interrogations. The interrozator teran ty
glving me & history of my trainins and all my duty stations in the Tnited
States. For example, the interrozator told ma that I had gone to gunnery
school &t Ias Vegas, Newvada, which was corrccte. He told me that I had
been inducted at Jefferson Rarracks, Missouri, which wes also true. “lext
he told me the history of my orseanizetion in Enrland, whnt raids we had teen
on, what losses we sulfered, conditi n of our mirecruft, nemes of koy personnel
in the organization, and he also tnld me thet an 5-2 officer in my rroup wes
in leugue with thom end gupplied them with this informtion. 1ie also showed
me a roster of personnol in the squadrons, hut T didn't reocornize any of the

names.

The interrorzation of all prisoners was exhaustive “ut was never conducted
in a threstening manner, to my knowledge. They frequently would promise
botter treatment if we answered the questions but I mde no attempt to lie--
gave my name, rank and serial numher, and refused to say whether or not the
things he had told me were correct. Yor this reason, I think, my
inmterrozation lasted only eight days. Othors were intorrogated for up to
14 days. Those who broke dnwn and apreod to talk were usually men who vere
in a wealened physical crndition and fearful of whnt the future might bring.
How much informntion of ory value they wers ahle to ohtain, I don't know,
Euch day each prisonor waus intorropated by two difforent officers rankinr
from first lieutensnt to m jor.

YWhen all of the interrogations had heer concluded, we were taken to an
English camp ebout 500 yards distant. The camp consisted of several wooden
barracks inside a barbed wire enclosure. The barracks were clean one-story
effeirs with ten rooms each of which accormodated four men. Ths officers
and enlisted men were segregatede.

Up to this time each of us had “een kept in solitary confinement but now
we were permitted to mingle and converse freely. The rooms were furnished
- with two tebles and a cheir and four hunks built against the well. e had
one blanket apiece and 8 mattress was furnished by the Jernan Red ~ross.

Yle were fed very well.

1t the end of a week tho enlisted men wore ansemblod in & rroup and
mirched to the railroad station. - The officers remined at tho camp. it
the station we were loaded into filthy 40-and-C bhoxcars which had recently
been used for transporting cattle. e were packed in 50 men to & cer and
teken on e four-day jourrey to Moosberg which is approximmtely 45 kilometers
northeast »of Muniche The food ration enroute consisted of one loaf of bread




-

and one can of ground heef to eech five men and & smll sla» of mrgarire
apiece. Twice during the trip the train was mt by representatives of the
Gorman Red Cross who rave us hot soup.

At Mooshorp, all nutionalitinns were serrernted and confined in gepurote
compoufids within the prison eamp. Tho munrds wore, for tho most purt,
s0ldiers who had returned from tho Rfuasian front and hntcd all priscners.
They were very brutale Tho camp wan lajd out in the form of o larre
rectangle with a central streot romming the lenzth of the area. The
street was Tenced off from the ocompounds by barbed wire. Each compound
was surrounded by double rows of barhed wiro and et each corner were
guard towers. Inside the nrea of each compound there was a trip wire.
we were instructed thet if we went beyond tho trip wire, we would »e shot
by the zuards in the tower. 1In tho Amorican compovnd the trip wire pessed
over the edge of a haseball diamond and during baseall games the men would
sometimes forget the wire in the excitement of trving to retrieve a long hite.
When this happened the gusrds would jrmodiately fire upon thems It wzs at
suoch olose ranre that thc mon were alvmys killed with one shot. While T .
wos nt tho camp ton Amoricans woro ¥illed in this mannere.

Opposite the Amoriosn compound wns ithe Russian compound. Thoy wern
given very little food and most of t'em wore starving. At times we would
try to throw food across from our orea into their compound. Yhen the food
would fall short and the men irside, crazed by hun-er, would make an attenpt to
retrieve the food, they would be shkot by the gusrds.

The usval daily reztion for the jimericans consisted of n~ne slab of
margarine sbout 2 inch vide and 2 inches long, a qusrter of a loaf of bread,
a bowl of soup, and & smll portiren of jam every other dey. In the morning
we were given ersatz coffce.

ifter one week here, 1 heran to snve most of my f~od snd make plans to
escape. The food won inndoquute, treotnont vas bad and the entire set-up
vus unplonsent. 1 mde up my m'nd 7'd ~ot nut somshow. T mrared to
steal a pair of wire cutters froma Fronchron and then 1 nwoited my charncee.

I picked a forgy night about July 1lst to make my “irst try. “Mmile the
guerd was at the far end of his post T cut the first string of barbed wire.
Then I crept beck into the shedows and hid. The guard returned to the end
where I wes hiding, turned, and hegan the trip back to the other end. As
soon a5 he was out of eershot, I slipped through the honle, cut the outer
wires and squirmed through into the fields beyocnd.

I remained at larze in the fields around Munlich for a weelk and a helf,
living off the country, stealing what food I could and in general keeping
myself as inconspicuous as possible hecause I was still wearing G1 overells.
After reconnoitering the countryside and satisfying myself that it wves
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possible to live off—the land, T decided to roturn to the prison cerp
and mke more extensive preparations. T roturned ore morning, after w
week and a half of freedom, but the ruards on duty at the pate ordered
me away., 1 spent nearly n half hour convineing, them that I really vua
an escaped prisonor of ware. Thoy finally edmitted me, checked my story,
found it was truo, snd put me in snlitary confinement for four days &s
punish%ont. The puards were very mch amced by tho incident and
oouldn't understand vmy T hnd returned, which wasn just as welle.

I remeined in camp for three woeks collecting a food supply from my
Red Cross psckages and maling more planse. 1 viaited until one morning when
the Red Cross truck was in the compound unloading packsgese. Ythen I rot
the chance I slipped unjer the bed of the fruck and concealed ryself
betweon the chasis and en air compressore. In due time the truck movel
out of the compound but due to my discomfort and precarious positionn I
decided to jump off when the truck slowed dovm sbout one kilometer oy
from the camp. I wesn't so fortunste this time and wes spotted by a
group of civilians who set up a hve and crye. The Red Cross truck stopped
and picked me up and hefore long T was hack in the compound again. This
escapnde hrourht 10 days of solitery cenfincment.

ifter this second hid for freecdom, T reminred in comp for ahrut a
month before I triod npain. T wus nvare thnt the prisoners in the Serbien
compound were mostly elderly men and were not too woll ruarded. I also
understood that they had some tools. T succeoded in bribking the roard On
duty st the imerican compound with ten cizarettes to perrnit e te ormter the mmin
street. Then for an additional ten cigarettes I received pernission {rom
the rgucrd on the Cerbian compound to cnter thet area. I ves acceompanied
in this enterprise by a Canadian priscnere Ir the Serdbian compound we
secured an old pair of wire cutters and weited for nizhtfall.

About midnight, and in the midst of a dowmpour, we crept out of the
compound and reached the first strand of berhed wire. With the first sripo
tho cutters broke, nlarming the runrd. The floodlirhts sround the cree
flashed on and bhoth of un wore afraid wo'd be shot. 1Yy companion, prrulyzed
with fear, romninod whora he wna, flottened out on the grounde. 1 slipped
along to the corner of a building and tried to conceal myself hut wes
discovered nnd taken into custody by the gucrd only s few moments after they

captured him. e wore taken to the mein office and the food we hsd collected
for the trip wes distributed to the runrds. T was pretty much "brovmed off"
+tc see all that good cheese go to wuste. /e were both given six days solitary.

Thile I was Msweeting out" this letest punishment, I determined thet I
would give my cmptors more trouble if possible. Using some cirarottes thet wore
s-uggled in to me by friends T bribed the gusrd to let me out of the solitary
confinemsnt cell and into the English compound. My tentative plen was
based on information thet tho EZnzlish prisoners were under orders to leave for
a new prison camp ncar the Russian front. ITf T could escare detection and
ot ebourd tho train I folt my chonces of escapinm anrcute would be ressonahly
rood.



Shortly after I.sntered the English compound, however, I heard
another rumnr whioch causod me o chunpe my plans, nemely, th.t the
Amsriean’ compound was also poinz tn ha transforred. 1 recortad to
bribory onre more and suncoodod in cotting a clorz in the 'min offioe
to transfer my reoconrds from tho fila of cscuped priaoners hack to the
Americosh file. T used tho sam method to rot hnok £n the Amorican

oompound mysolf.

On Septemver 15th tho Ameriocans wero movode. Thero were approximtely
3,200 enlisted American porsonnel, all of whom had either parachutod or
crash-landed on German torritory. This time our Aestination wns Xrems,
fAustrie. Orce again we wore haerded like cattle into boxcars and hegan
the five-day journey to Krems. I vatchad for an opportunity to meke a
break but none presonted itself. Bomb damife along the railroad rizht
of way was tremendous nand the entirs system, even at that time, was in very
bad shape. Several timcs it was necessary to halt the train while new
tracks wore laid in front of us and I lost oount of tho nurmbher of timss
the locomotive broke dovm during the trip. Food durinsg tho: journsy was
fuirly pood but thoro wns vory little of 4t. hnt wnus riven to ua was
furnichad by tho “arman ¥od “rona,

At Kroms, the prison camp contained ull nationnlities, apain in
separate compounds. Only enlisted personnel of the \ir “orces wers in
our compounde The camp itself ws3s situnted on & mountain about sight
kilometers from the city. Treatment was good and there was sufficient
food. Gerwn officers in wrious uniforms minzled with the prisoners
in the compound for the purpose of eliciting information. Yost of
these men were “smooth oustomers™ and genorally their tactics oonsisted
of engaging a man in conversustion and then leading him into an arzument
during whioh items of military information would be painlessly extracted,
usually without the subject even heing nware of tho fact.

By the time two weeks had elapsed, T was onco again at work planning
my next escape attempt. Informtion wns recoivad in the csmp, through
the guurds and from prisonors who hud gone into towm %o pick up packares,
that thore wers civilians in the nrea who would nid an escapse. It was
a simple task to cut the barhed wire enclosure this time and I slipped out
of' the ocamp and struck out for 3t. Polten. I lost my way, however, and
wandered around in the mountains for almost a wesk hoefore I came to 2 towm
which I later leurned was Wiener Yeustradt. Fere I was fortunzte enouch
to contact some French lahorers who took me in and gave me food, clothing
nnd mps. I remainsd with them for only one day and then started out

A gain.

I went as far as Mattersburg hut by this time my food supply hed ziven
out and I was afraid I would he unanle to continmue. I decided to tale a
chance and ssek #id in one of tho nearby housocs. I sclooted the house and
asked the woman who oame to the door for somethinz to eat and a place to
sleep. She apparently recoznized mo us un escapse and told me T could not
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ramain in her home. She summonoed & little boy und Airected him to take
me to o place where, she informed me, I would he crred fore.

She wns richt. FHe led me directly to the police station where T was

immodiately jailed. While I wus considering this latest turn of events, 8
worun ontered the juil mecompanied hy Lwn nttructive mirls of ahnout 1€
_yonrs of npo.  “he cume to the cell whoro 1 waia hoing Atained and sturted

n onnvorsation. Lftor nskirg me numerons quostiona about conlitiona in
the 11.5. and aliout the events lendinz up to my capture, sho asked me
point-blank whother or mot I would like t- escape urain. ‘’hon I answorod
in the affirmtivo sho promised to return ani holo me.

She returnod later in the nfternnon with & shoval which she passed in
to me. I prosure she had taken cure of the othar necossary details because
when_the jailer left he vnlocked the door and throw me & knowing wink. That
night there was only one oldsrly puuard on duty and longy, before midnizht he
was sound esleeps. I left tho cell mas guietly as possinle and walked out
jnto the courtyard surrounding the jail. There was a wall enclosing the
courtynrd but T put the shovel to good use and manapged to “reek a hole
large enough to crawl through. Onen again T was freo.

I set out for the Hunrarian horder snd reached it without incident. At
the border 1 encountered some minors who showad no particnlar interest in
me. They rave mo somo fond and told me T wns now in Hungnrye. Fneouraged
by their appurent indifforence 1 teld them that I wns an escaped prisoner of
vur and was trying to get back to tho American forces. This proved to be
a bad mistake for one man in the group proved to “e an ardent Yazi. He
hurried away and before I hed an opportunity to decide on a course of action,
he had returned with the local police who took me into custodye.

I was morched to the city of Sopron and from there I wms taken to Komarom
where 1 was once again incarceruted in & prisoner of war campe. The oermn was
composed principelly of Russians with a few Itelian Tacists. T was actively
disliked by all the other prisoners in tho camp for reasnns urknown to me £nd
I belinve thut 4f it hud Veon poasihle for tham to kill ms they would gladly
hnve dono so.

- One attempt wns mnde on my life durins the mrmth thut 7 reminsd at
Komarone I vas approauched nno day by nno of the Italisn prisenars who
informed me thnt there wns annther imerican prisoner in one of the camp
huildingse I accompanied him to the sacond floor where the American was
alleged to be but found instead another Ttalian waiting for use They
grappled with mo and attempted to throw me from an open window but T broke
away and ran from the building.

This little episnde wans sufficient to convince me that my position wus
anvthing but secure and thnt if I feiled to teke some steps to protoct mysolf

-~ 7 -



my ohances of ever petting bacl: to friendly territory would be

virtually nil., I complainod to a Hungurian colonel ohout the treat-
mont I wos petting, informing him thnt T wnz an Americon officer and

ns suoh was entitled to ull 4tho priviloeros hafitting my run¥.  The
oolonel wns very sympathotic and mide nrran~emonts to have mo transforred
to another campe. TFrom this time on I stuck to my story of balng a
commissioned officer.

Within a few days T was taken to another prison camp near the town of
Szomhathely. The trestment horo wams vory goode. Clothing was suppliod
by the Red Cross in Rudapest and by the Hunsarian and Swiss lezationse.

It was at this camp thnt T mot lLieuten:nt ichard 2ridges who romained
with me durins tho rest of my travels.

I remained at Szombathely for a month and a helf. The prisoner
personnel at the oamp consisted mostly of high-ranking Polish officers,
about 150 in all, Their status vms not eltogether thnt of prisoners of
var bhut rather thnt of internces. Their families resided in the town
nnd they were pormittod to viszit them with wmry 1little supervision.
Relntivo froedom wns rrantoed lt. fridros and myself and we woro pormitted
to visit tho towm almost nt will, until one day I wms canzht in the act of
purohasing a knepsacke. Thoren tor whenever we visited the town we were
rarded very closely.

e decided that if we were to escape from Szomhathely, it would he

- necessary for nne of us to ~n into town and meke the initial contact with an
undersround or-anization. I conveniently became afflicted with a

terribly painful toothache, and was dispstched to town under tho wmtchful
eye of a guard to visit the dentist. The gunrd, however, remained et a
vwine shop while I wns with the dentist snd this zave mo an opportunity I

was seekins to make the necessury contact. The only drawback to the plan
was thnt T hnd to hnvo a tooth nulled in order to allay suspicion.

£11 thn arrungsmenla for our sscaps wors mids hy tho undorszround and
tho dntaills worns not disclonoed to us. All 7 know is thnt on the ni-ht
of January 15 we wnlked holdly out of the prison camp in the company of
a guard and boarded the 83115 train for Szombotholy.

We arrived in Szombathely ahout nine o'clock and waited until midnight
for a train to Budapeste. Arriving in Rudapest the next morning at nine
o'clock, we were talten directly to the home of the guard who was escorting use.
The necessary supplies had 'een arransed for and were swniting us at his home.
During our brief stay in 3udapest we ate in resteurants in the cernter of the
city, acoompanied by our friend and nthers who were in on the plan. 37e were
given £50 in green seal S.1. currency and 5000 'kulas in Serbian money by the
lender of the organization who did not revenl his idontity. In addition,
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we were taken, by ~ woman who spoke Enslish, to several shops in Rudapest
whore civilian colthes were purchased.

Balore lenving Rudnpnat we were taken {n visit an English Colonol who
had beon a prisoner of war in Sermany und hnd eacuped into Yuncury. Tho
. Colon&l hnd a rdajo tranamitter end ho tnld uva Lhnt he wns in touch with
Allied authorities. Out friends introduensd uas to an Alllod Officor whom
thoy said would lesve “udnpost with us. Ve ~ave him the 5000 lrulns and
440 of the U.35. currency to covor axpensos.

That nizht we boarded a train in “udapest and rode all nizht, detrainins
the next morning et & smll town where we met, hv pre-arranszed plan, an
18~yaar-old girl who took us to her homso. Prepsrations for the trip over
the mountains to the Yugoslav horder included hrnving cloats affixed to our
shoes. This night we set out with full packs and accompanied Yy six
Tunrarian guildes and two Allied friends. [t the border we encountersd
four NluncAarian puards who surronded our party, and at gun voint forced us
to return to tho town ws hnd just loft. Onoe of the two forelznors escaped:
on tho miroh baock bui tho rest of ug were imprisoned undnr pusrd in the
collar bonoath the Govornor's mansiona  'Wa woro intorroseted sevoral timns
but all of their attempts to alicit informtion about those that hnd helped
us escape worv stubbornly rosisted.

The following day we were taken by train to Pecs where we wers placed in
a very modern prison. The administration of the prison was very poor and in
some cases-womon wors dotained in the sams cells es men. Ve were told that
woe would be sevsrely punished for our attempted escape but that if we would
give thom the information they dnsired, namely the idontity of those who
had assisted us, we would be treutcd excellently. After two days, during
which time we refused to answor any quostions, wn wore taken bhack to Komuirom
to the Russian prison camp from which 1 hud roosntly bheen tranaferred.

Stranpely onouch, ws woroe trented much better this time and eaoch day we
ware peormitted to go Into town for feur hourse. It vmsn't too had 8 1iTe at
this point. Tho Nunrarian Colonel whn had hofriendsd me and nrranved for
my transfer from XKomarom when I had ‘ecn thers previously, came up from
Budapest on a routine inspection. He sent for us and told us that our
attempt to escape was very silly. :

Three weeks later, It. “ridrnes and I were transferred to s prison czarmd
at Siklos. The camp was supposed to he a punishment camp »ut the only
punitive measure was confinoment. ‘e were pormitted no surh li*erty as we
had enjoyed at Szomhathely.

We remained at Siklosg for a month and a half, until sometime in Xarch.
There wers 11 other /Zmericans in the camp ard ws were all treated very well
by the guardse. The food was also rood. About this time the Tormans
oooupied Hunrary and took over all prisaners, including Lt. Bridees and
mysolf. Ve were sent to Zemun torathar wharo wa were placed in a larpe
prison oamp Tt wns Impossihle to estimte the total murhor of prisoners
but thoy were of all nati nalities.



The onmp wns nityunted aoross the rivar from felsrado whioh wmn
‘anleaoled by USAAF as n tarrot {wo wooka aftor our arrjval. The hnavy
bombers oamn over in foreo and {ho resultine oonfuainn in tha cump the
guards fled for ocovere. It. Aridges and I, torether with a number of
others mede a masg breake ‘Yo mude our way into the country and aftor
wanderirft about for ebout e wieoel we approached a shephred and asked for
cigarettes- Fe proved to he a Partisan and recognized us as Americen
eirmen. He immediately conta~ted the Partisan organization and we
joined forces with them.

For the ensuing three months wo remsined with various Pertisan groups,
playing hide and seek: w:th 7“ermn prtrols and moving frequsntly from place
to place to avold recupture. I am not sure of the namss of the towns and
oities that we visited in Yuroslevin durin~ this period. On the nizht of
July 20th wo were evacuntod f'rom Yugoslavia and Arrived in Italy.

For the honefit of Alliod porsnonnel who muy in the futuro hn shot down
over German territory, T7'd 1likn Lo ntrezs a few points thot mizht prove helpful
to them in thoir attempts to roturn to friendly territory. Tirot remomher
that there are many people in fGermany, fustria and Hunzary who are not hositls
to Allied personnel and who will go out of their vay to render assistanoce.
T usually mede an offort to ot in touch with Trench workers whenever possible.
They were, almost without exception, wholly in sympathy with my efforts and
were of invaluable aid in seouvring foode.

Secondly; I'd like to stress thc shsolute necessity for keeping escape
plans completely secret if you hnwe any hopes of their b»eins successful. No
one within the confinos o" & prison camp can he trustede. There are spies and
stool pigeons circulating throurh the comp at all timos, and even in the cuse
of those who would not deliberutely rive you nwny, if they know pbhout your
plans thnroe is alwnys the posaibillty that oonfidantes will oompromise them
by inndvertently making somo romark that will "tip-off™ your captorse.

Thirdly, I su~gest that escape sttempts be underteken individuelly

"y

rather than in groups. ‘'hen a man is working alone he usually determines

a course of action and follows it through, but where two or more persons

are engaged in an enterprise of this type there is very likely to be

bickering and indecision. FHeslitancy will almost invariably lend to /{ﬂvll/{ J'U
i

failure.
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