Wm McHale

5 May 1990

Dear Bill:

Many thanks for the bundle of material which you sent me.
I haven't had time to abeorb it all as yet, but I got right
to work on the list of 84 names.

I found that 18 were already on our mailing list. Four I had
records showing deceased.

Now I have located five and talked to almost all of them, plus
Marion E. Frakes of Covington, KY, who told me through his wife
that he wasn't interested in anything!

I have found another three are deceaed an d another 12 I have
made an effort on and come up blank.

I'11 let you know how I do when I have been through the entire
list.

The first man I got was Franklin Beckwith, who returned to his
hometown of Hastings, MI, has served as mayor there, and is now
retired. As we both knew some of the same people in Hastings we
had quite a chat.

I can't tell you how much I appreciate the list. It has been
most helpful and I would think I might find another five.

All the best,



853 Acacia Avinue
Reacdin.s, Pa. 19505

30 April 1990

Mr. Russel Stronj
5323 Cheval Placs
Charlotte, N.c. 28205

Dear Russ:

In the April 1990 issue of the 305th Echoes information
concerning Henry D. Johnson and Stanley 8. Furegt of the
39th Service Group was solicited. I will eupply what I

know about these officers.

Upon being assigned to the 39th in August '42, I first
became acquainted with them at Bolse, Idaho where the
Group was already alerted for oversees duty. At that time
Johnsgon was the CO of the 39th and Furst was a Captain and
CO of Hg and Hgq Sqn. I believe that Johnsgon was a Lt Col.

The 39th travelled cross country by train from Boise to
Camp Dix, N.J., and embarked at the Port of N.Y. for
England in late September '42 on the British liner Strath-
allen. Thia ship was later sunk off North Africa. We
landed at Greenock Scotland in early Oct '42 and travelled
by train and truck to Thurleigh.

Shortly after our arrival at Thurleigh, due to the siZe of
the unit, the 39th was broken-up into 3 detachments. De-
tachment A remained at Thurleigh, Detachnent B went to the
92nd BG at Bassingbourne, and Detachment C wounc up in
North Africa. I believe that this break-up occurred in
early '43.At that time Lt Col Johnson commanded the 39th
and Captain Furst was Assistant Executive and Adjutant.
See the enclosed copy of So 53 of Hq 39th Sv Gp dated 14
Dec '42. After the break-up of the 39th, I do not know
what happened to Tt Col Johnson, as he was no longer at
Thurleigh. I believe that Furst became a Major while still
at Thurleigh commanding Detachment A. During late'42 and
early '43, officers and men of the 39th were assigned to
various duties with the 305th BG. Mote the enclosed copy
of the Crder of Command at the time Col Armstrong was CO

R s .8 Ad . d th S83.
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he was Johnson's Adjutent at that time.



Detachment A lost it's identity in Qct.'43 when about half
of the personnel were transferred to the 4th Sta Comp Sg
or to the Bomb Sqns. See copy of SP Crder #2156 dated 10-
13-4%, The other half went to North Ireland with Major
Furss who took command of a newly arrived Service Group.
He then became a Lt Col and later a full Col. I saw him
at Thurleigh several monthe later, but I cannot recall if
he was a Lt Col of a full Col at that time.

I have no background information on Lt Col Johnson, and do
not where he served after he left Thurleigh. Regarding Col
Furset I heard someone say that he had been at the Citadel
before WWll, but I cannot vouch for this hearsay. I do not
know what happened to him after the war. For what it's
worth, I know that he subscribed to Readers Digest. I have
a suspicion that he was from Pa. or had relatives in this
State. I got the impression that he might have been related
to the family who operated the law firm of Furst and Fursk
of State College, Pa., but thie is only surmise on my part.

In reference to the relatively advanced ages of some of the
officers,be advised that the same applied to many of theen-
1isted men. I was 29 when I arrived at Thurlelgh, and I
knew many others who were older. GCuees they didn't know
what to do with us 0ld 'foggles' except to stick us with a
desk job. I worked as a clerk for Major Claude L. Hostetter
who i# mentioned in the article as beling station inspector
and age 43. I was in a position to come in contact with

the offficers mentioned, as I worked in the officeres records
section at Hg and later in the Sgt Majors office. I knew
that they were considerably older than me, but T thought

the 'grand daddy' of them all was Major Rairnefather, may

he rest in peace. If you have any information on the where-
about® of Major Hostetter, I will be pleasad to correspond
with him.

T am glad to know that the copy of the roster of the 305th

ae of July '43 which I gave to you at the Las Vegas reunion
was of help in identifying the personnel shown in the picture
of the engineering section in the Jan. 1990 edition of the
Techoes. Thié roeter was prepered by the writer in the office
of Major Hostetter from lists provided by the orderly rooms
of the various squadrons and organigations on the baseat the
time. Tnaccuracies in the epelling of names could be the
fault of the orderly room clerk or mine. Regarding the quale

ity of the copy , T would like to explain that the copy was
- made from the 5th copy of the original which I hawve in my

poszession

Enclosed are copies of Special Orderse and other documents
which might be of interest, especially the S0 #157 pertain-
to Captain Trb who later was transferred to the EG and
worked with Major Shuller at the dispensary on the base.

VYery truly yourg, /4
/\/ %‘44% /g /ﬁf’C-/ %LU

T/St William P. McHale



9 May 1990

Dear Bill:

I have located some information on Stanley S. Furst. He died
9 Dec 70 at Lock Haven, PA, and his widow lives in Harrold,
Beds. I shall be writing her asking for information, and will
keep you apprised of my reply.

I also have a way of getting information on Henry Johnson, I
believe. Going through the St. Louis Records Center is diffi-
cult, but my Army officer son has friends there, and perhaps
I can get some help.

I noted on the roster you sent me the name of Edward Sanski.
My record indicates that Bdward J. Sanski was KIA 30 Dec 42
as a member of John Brady's crew. Do you suppose this is one
and the same with the Edward J. Sanski on your Oct 43 roster?

Still working with the list, and have found another man. I ex-
pect to find more im the next week.

All the best,



‘The _ﬂ‘icer in’ c_haroc
gave the order, to Cease firing.
. Hold. 111121 up, _men

di and - looked in
}igrassed astag fled

its hazar
anks ch n’t get the sta,.
et a strong.reprimand from | mr
v mem,hunt and the, 7




O\

133)
PEALS
SO v

&

RAIN @]l\.‘“"‘.

Frontet » Englang

]

se ol anim, Con

<
<



Remembrance of tbhe
Mission Conducted for
306 Bomb Group

“SOMEWHERE IN ENGLAND™

given by

Chaplain Matthew Meighan,

and Redemptorist

Chaplain Adrian Poletti,

Passionist
IRission Resolutions:
(1) To pray daily.
(2) To hear Mass Sundays and
Holy Days.
(3) To receive the Sacraments
once a month.
Aay the Passion of Jesus Christ
be alwwavs in onr IHearts.
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C UB FOR WOMEN, 48, Charles Street, WL s Grosvenor 3302 J ULES CLUB 85, Jermyn Street, Wl (Off‘cers) g ¥ Abbey 5636
?JE?}’(?EDES (lfLUB FOR WOHEN 10, Charles Street, w2 . Grosvenor 4921 . LIBERTY CLUB |2 Upper Woburn Place, W.C.2 & 0%« © Eusto: 5084
'COLUMBIA CLUB, 75, Seymom‘ 'Street, W. * " Paddington 1212 _ MILESTONE CLUB 2, Kensington Court, W.8 - i = . Western 4805
DUCHESS OFFICERS’ CLUB Duchess Street, W.I Langham 2557 =~ MOSTYN CLUB, 32 Edgware Road, W.I Paddington 8854
EAGLE CLUB, 28, Charing Cross Road "« Temple Bar 5307 - -1 PRINCES GARDENS CLUB, 16, Princes Gardens S w 7 (Off";e,.s) Kenslngton’llll
GOLDEN sQUARE CLUB, 32, Golden Square, w. 2 - Gerrard 8863 - .~ RAINBOW CORNER, 23, Shaftesbury Avenue, Wl Gerrard 5616
HANS CRESCENT CLUB, Knlghtsbrldge. S.W. | Kenslngton 8831 . . REINDEER CLUB, 6-7 Clifford Street, W.! (Ofﬁcers) Regent 3141

“%0% . . Regent 6543 . RUSSELL SQUARE CLUB 14, Bedford Way, w.Cl -
WASHINGTON CLUB, 6-7 Curzon S treet, W Gro:vanor 4901 X

INTERSTATE CLUB, 31, er Street. Wl * . Museum 9641
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DANCING

ENTERTAINMENT ‘AND’SOCIAL (cont.)

TOURS OF LONDON (contd.)

Sunday, June 10
Open House and Tea Dance, Interstate, 3;
Tea Dance, Mostyn, 3; Tea Dance, Hans
Crescent, 3.30 ; Golden Square, 7 ; Rainbow,
_|7.30; Columbia, 7.30; Reindeer,* 8; Officers’
Club for Women, 8. =~ |
Monday, June 11
Lessons, 2.30 ; Rainbow, 7.30.
Tuesday, June 12
Class, Columbia, 5 & 7 ; *Class,.7; Dance,
Milestone, 8; Class, 7, Dance, Columbia, 8;
Golden Square, 8; Dance, Milestone, 8 ;
Washington, 8.15. . .
"< Wednesday, June 13° i
Class, Mostyn, - 6-7.30 (Isobel Powell) ;
Rainbow, 7.30 ; Class; Hans Crescent, 7.30;
(nterstate, 8 ; Mostyn, 8 ; Reindeer,* 8.
 Thursday, June 14 - .
Supper Dance, Officers’ Club for Women,
Floor Show,7; Dance, Hans Crescent, 7.30;
Hostess Night Dance, Liberty, 7.30 ; Dance,
- |Duchess, 8; Rumba Class, Advanced,
Columbia, 9.30. s i
: - Friday, June 15 .
; Riinbow, 7.30 ; Columbia,
7.30 ; .Dance, Milestone, 8 ; Dance, Golden
3q., 8; Class, 7-8, Dance, 8 ; Fancy Dress
Ball, Columbia ; Dance, Milestone, 8.
Saturday, June 16
Rainbow, 7.30 ; Hans Crescent, 7.30; Inter-
state, 8; Mostyn, 8; Cabaret, Reindeer,* 8;
Washington, 8.15;

vt

Lessons, 2.30

Informal ™ Dancing to
“{Victrola, Officers’ Club for Women, 8.30. -

DISCUSSION 'AND INSTRUCTION

. Sunday, June 10 - -
- Bridge Classes, Columbia, 3.30 ; Beginners®
Rridge_Class, Hans_ Cresce :
~ Monday, June 11-
Conversation Piece : German and French,
daily at Interstate, ex. Sat. and Sun., 2-4;
German Conversation, Duchess,* 7.30;
Russian, Mostyn, 8. . :
Tuesday, June 12
Advanced French, Columbia, 3; ‘French,
Mostyn, 7.30 ; German, Mostyn, 7.30.
Wednesday, June 13
Erench Conversation, Duchess,* 7.30 ; Rus-
sian, Mostyn, 8.
Thursday,: June 14
Beginners’ French, Columbia, 3 ; Frengh,
Mostyn, 7.30 ; German Conversation, Duch-
ess,* 7.30 ; Bridge Lessons, Golden Sq., 8;
Games Night, Mostyn, 8.30.
Friday, June 15
Bridge Lessons, Mostyn, 7.30;

Mostyn, 7.30. Saturda);, June 16 : .
Bridge Lessons, Columbia, 11.30 a.m.

ENTERTAINMENT AND SOCIAL

Sunday, June 10

River Trip, Windsor to Hampton Court,.
Washington, - 9.30 a.m.; Hostess Picnic,
Swimming, leaving Rainbow, 11 am.;
Hayride, Columbia, 12 noon ; Social Hours,
Liberty, 3-6 ; Pencil Sketches, daily ex. Fri.
and Sat., Rainbow, 6 ; Arts Theater Party,
Interstate, 6.30; Open House, Golden
Square, 8. Date Night, Interstate.
Monday, June 11
Bridge, Columbia,. 7; Zittila Petulengro,
Columbia, 7; Reunion Dinner (Hudson
Falls, Glensfalls, Saratoga, New York),
.|Mostyn, 7.15 ; Games Night,:Milestone, 7.30 ;
_ |Bridge, Mostyn, 7.30 ; Bridge, Reindeer,*7.30;

Delino, Russell Square, 7.30. .. -

~ . Tuesday, June 12 .. .. - -
.| Fortune Teller, Reindeer,* 7; .*“The G.I

Girl ** Music;, Games-and Smiles, afternoon
;. jand ‘evening, dail%, -ex. -Monday, Interstate ;
" -|Reunion Dinner (Tri-Towns, Abington, Rock-

’ Frencﬁ,

land, Whitman, " Mzssachussetts), Mostyn,
7.15;
Delino, Hans Crescet, 7.30 ; Bridge, Hans
Crescent, 7.30 ; Cabaiet Night, Columbia, 8.
: Wednesday, June 13

Pencil Sketches by: Colleen, Rainbow, 6 ;
Nan, Sketching in Lounge, Mostyn, 6-8;
Zittila Petulengro, Fortune Teller, Rainbow,7;
Reunion Dinner (Middletown, Monticello;
Newburgh, New York), Mostyn, 7.15;
Informal Bridge Toirnament, Hans Cres-
cent, 8 ; Bridge and Table Games, Milestong;
8 ; Games Night, Officers’ Club for Women,
8 , -Bingo, .Washingtdn, 9.

“ Thursday, June 14 -

Portraits by Eileen, Reindeer,* 7 ; Dupli-
cate Bridge Tournament, Columbia, 7;
Social, Golden Square, 7; Reunion Dinner
(Brooklyn, New York), Mostyn, 7.15;
Cabaret, Rainbow, 7.30 ; U.K. Base Chamber
Music Group, Columbia, 8 ; Fortune Teller,
Milestone, 8 ; Gamies Night, Mostyn.

" . Friday, June 15 . -
. Sphinx Night, Officers’ Club for Women, 7;
Reunion Dinner (Mzmphis, Nashville, Ten-
nessee), Mostyn, 7.15; Columbia Birthday
Celebrations. See "~ Highlight.”
Saturday, June 16 c

Columbia Birthday Celebrations.  See
 Highlight.” - Social: Hours, Liberty, 7-10;
Fortune Teller, Service Club for Women,
7-10 ; Fortune Tel'er, Officers’ Club for
Women, 8; Milestone Varieties, 9.

: SPORTS

I Sunday, June 10 o

Golf Match, Hahs Crescent, 9 a.m.;
Tennis, g Softball - aad Badminton,” Hans
“Crescenty: daily 3 lable Tennis,—~Golden
Square, 7. L o

Tuesday, June 12 )
Informal Pingpong Tournament, Colum-
bia, 11.30 a.m. ; Mostyn Riding Club, 1.30 ;
Pingpong, Russell Square, 7.30.
: - Saturday, June 16
b_Int;;rmal Pingpong Tournament,
ia, 3.

Coium-

MUSIC

. Sunday, June 10
_Sunday Music,t Columbia, 11 a.m.;
Hymn Singing, Mostyn, 11 a.m. ; Play your
favorite. record, Washington,t 2-6; Con-
cert, 3 ; Mary Cook at Piano, Hans Crescent,
7.30 ; Song Fest, Hans Crescent, 8.30. :

; Monday, June 11
Classical Music,t Milestone, 8 ; Music and
Songs,Snack Bar,Officers’ Clubfor Women,* 9.
. Tuesday, June 12
Concert,} Washington, 7; Symphonic
Hour,t Rainbow, 8; Informal- Piano Con-
cert, Reindeer,* 10.30. ) o
. Wednesday, June 13 i
Mary Cook at Piano, Officers’ Club for
Womegn, 8; Classical Concert,t Hans Cres-
cent, 9. :

Thursday, June 14
" Trudie at Piano, Service Club for Women, 8 ;
Classical Music, Interstate, 8; Rite at Piano,
Mostyn, 8; Accordionist, Columbia, 8.
Oxford String Quartette, Washington, 8.30.
. Friday, June 15

+ Judith Dolman at Piano, Columbia, 3.30 ;
Melville, Pianist anid Singer, Hans Crescent, 6;
Stanley Wolff, Pianist, Mostyn, 8.: . -

R Saturday, Junel16 = .. . ..

Concert,t . Washington,” 7; = Symphonic
Hour,t: Rainbow, '8. St
v....- TOURS OF LONDON

. DAILY Tours -

G.I. Wives Party, Rainbow, 7.30;|D:

\| brations, Columbia Club.

. CRAZY HOUSE : Golden Square, 8.30.

.| GOING

*| cRAZY HOUS

a.m. daily, 10.30 a.m., ex. Tues. and Thurs.
aily except Saturday and Sunday. Taxi
Tour, Washington, 9.30 a.m., 11.30 a.m.
and 2.30; Rainbow, 9.45 a.m., noem,
2 and 4,- by taxi. Columbia, 10 a.m.
(Mons., at 9.15 a.m.).. Taxi Tours, Milestone,
10.15 a.m. and 1.15 Interstate, 10.30 a.m.,
130 and 3.30, by taxi; Liberty, “10.30
a.m. Jules,* Reindeer,* by arrangement.
Tower of London, Columbia, 1.30 daily.
Taxi Tours, Mostyn, 10-a.m. and 2; Taxi
Tour, Duchess,* 10 a.m. and 1.30. Taxi
Tours, Russell Square, 10 a.m. and 1.30;
Horse and Wagon Tour, Washington, 10.30
a.m, : .

INCIDENTAL INFORMATION

For Divine Services in London- Churches
consult the Information Desk at any Club. |.
Movies daily, 10.30 and 2 p.m., at Rainbow;

Ex-P.W. Tea, daily, Rainbow, 4..
" Every Thursday at 3 “The American Eagle
in Great Britain” is broadcast from Rainbow
Corner to the U.S.A. . :
3_;‘ Jive Hour,” daily (recorded), Rainbow,
. V-Mail Portraits Daily, ex. Monday and
Tuesday, 11 a.m. to 1 at Rainbow, and 2 to 5.
Mostyn Workout Room open at 19, Port-
man Square, 2-8 Daily. Rainbow Daily. )
Secretarial Service, Reindeer,* every Sun-
day from 11 a.m. till 3; Duchess,* every
Friday, 8-10; Mostyn, Wednesdays, 7.
_The Free Ticket Bureau for West End
Shows, daily, Rainbow, until 11 a.m., ex. Sun.
_ Small trips outskirts London, Mon., Tues.,
Thurs., Fri.,, with A.R.C. girls—picnic—
Interstate, 1; Gym Instruction Daily, Col’bia.
Home Letter Service, Monday, 6.30, and
Saturday, 2, Columbia. )
~ Sunday Rambles, Liberty Club. .
Afternoon Outings, Hans Crescent, Mon.,
Wednesday, Friday, also Swimming, Saturday,
Roehampton. -
Home Hospitality Service, Daily, all Clubs.
ARC Country Club at Kingston. Summer
program includes tennis, swimming, boating
and summer dances. o ’

HIGHLIGHT FLASHES

- June 15, 16 and 17, Anniversary Cele-
ratic June 15, Grand
Picnic, 12 noon, Fancy" Dress - Ball, 7.30.
June 16, Outdoor Carnival, 4-8 p.m." Variety
Show, 9. June 17, Inter-Club Tennis Tourna-
ment, 10 a.m. Tea Dance and Reception,
4 p.m. Grand Anniversary Formal Dress
Ball, 7.30. - ' : ) :

MOVIES

Sunday, June 10
SKYLARK (Claudette Colbert) : Washington, 8.30.
NO TIME FOR LOVE (Claudetee Colbert) : Rainbow,

10.30 a.m: - .
BUFFALO BILL (Maureen O’Hara) : Rainbow, 12.30.
NO TIME FOR LOVE : Officers’ Club for Womcn,38.
CRAZY HOUSE (g}mdaﬁ’f'ﬁ"c ' C

sen ohnson) : Columbia, 3.
SUREALOBILL. - Gotden Saparer, - Columbia, 3
GOING MY WAY (Bing Crosby) : Hans Crescent, 8.15.
. Tuesday, June 12
BUFFALO BILL : Jules,* 8.30.
GOING MY WAY : Mostyn, 8.15. N
CRAZY HOUSE: Officers’ Club for Women, 8.

: Wednesday, June 13
BUFFALO BILL : Liberty, 7.30.

GOING MY WAY : Columbia, 7.30.

e Thursday, June 14
BUFFALO BILL :- Duchess,* 7.30.

e T riday, June 15
BUFFALO BILL :- Reindeer,* 8. . -
MY WAY : ‘Washington; 8.30,
CRAZY HOUSE : Hans Creseent, 8.30,
¢ T et T -*.Saturday, June 16 -
E :- Rainbow, 10.30 a.m

| Swoling  Tours, {Hans * Crescent

> | GOING MY WAY :" Rainbow, 12.30. °

o " *Officers’ Clubs 1 Recprdeﬁ} Musicy B

.4u tima are P.in.’ u‘nknoﬂwmwe iisted_ -

Brinted and Publisked for the American Red Cross, -
Lmdon..bytbef' are Press, London, W.c.2.~“‘ Lo
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. PAY_PERIOD
Maj. Gen. . 666.67
‘Brig. Gen. 500.00
1% Col & Col. .iﬁ 6 335.33

'“wer 30 yrs.

Major & Lt. Gol. 5 OA 291.67
over 23 - less .30

‘capt. & Major %9; 4 ) 250,00
over. 17 less 23

: lst Lt & Capt.

:wr 10 less 17 '

;2nd L& & ist Lt. 2 /v X% 186,67
ovor 5 yra leass

z.nd. Lt-lo 150.00 |

666.687
500.00

550.00

306.26

262,50

210.00

176.00

167.50

666.67
500,00

366.67

320.83

- 276,00

220.00

183.33

\\
166.00

RATES OF PAY ON OFFICERS

666,67
500,00

383.33

336 .42

287.50

230.00
191.87

172,50

666.67
50000

400,00

350,00

300.00

240.00

180.00

686,67
500.00

416.67

364.68

312.50

250.00

18750

ALLOWANCES
© MARRIED SINGLE
Svhsis  Rental

a2 120 21 105
42 120 21 106
42 120 21 106
635 120 21 106
63 105 21 90
42 . 90 21 76
42 75 21 60
42 60 21 45

FLYING PAY:;

FOREIGN SERVICE:

KEE 507% on base , longevity, medal and foreign servioe.

10% on base pay only.




 AUTHORTTY PCR ORDERS

For Promotion or Reduction of EM - AR 615-5, UP of

For 1v of abs for Officers - AR 605-115, PAC in

For appointient of Investigating 0, Summary Court 0 to investigate circumstances

attending death, and Summary Court O for purpose of disposing of effects = Par 18, 19

and 25 respectively of AR 600-550, : ’

For appeintment of Class "A" Agent O to a Sta Finance 0 - Par 3b, AR 35-320

To detail 0 to count and verify the balance actually in the custody of a Class "B

Agent Officer for A Postal Finance 0 = UP of AR 35-320 and AR 35-1100,

To appoint an Aircraft Accident Board - PAC in par k4, AR 95-120, and AAF Reg 62-14, as

To appeint & PX Coupcil,- UP of par 19, Sec II, AR 210-65, dd 1 Jun/Ld

To reclassify EM - BAC in 1lst Bomb Div Instr 35-2, dd 21 Jan/l;

To suspend O from fYying duties - UP of par 2, AR 35-1480 .

To put EM on monthly flying status - UP of AR 35-1380

To_appoint & Flying Eveluation Board - PAC in Ltr, Hq, 8th AF, File No. 200.8x373,
ubj: "isposition of Indiwiduals unsuited for Operational Flying for reasons other than

Physical Disability", dd 29 Oct/42

.uthority - Appropriation Ho. for Travel zllowances - 60-136 T 132-02 i 212/50.25

TOY¥ in London - ' ’

Oificers - Off will rpt to billeting O, CB3, 5 Worth Audley St, for billets, and to
(rcsvenor Touse, Upper Grosvenor 3t, and L Grosvenor Sq, for messing facilities.
I - E:will rot to Casual Center, 44 Cadogan Flace, for billeting and nessing fac-

ilities.

Zeimbursenent for Travel:

or Officers - Reimbursement not to exceed Ak 00 per day is auth if govt ors or billets
sme not avail anf an alws of Al.25 per 'day is auth if govt messing facilities are not
cvoil while in travel status, ’ .

“or W7 - Reirbursement for i while trav, if govt rats or qrs are not avail, will be

iy accordance with Cir 63, Hq ETOU3A, s amended,

Zor flying Officers - The same as other officers except that when going to Flak hHome
ther receive g1,25 per day for add cost of subs while at Rest Home,

Tor flying M - The same as other Eil except that they recieve £2.25 per day for add cost
of subs whike at Rest Home,

Per diem of #£7.00 is usually auth upon departure fr t.is tle:ter, if travel is by air
Reimbursemsnt on arrival in U.,3. will be in accordsnce with WD Cir ilo, 260, 26 Jun/&k.,
as amended '

Auth for shipment of baggoze - Cir To 61, Ha TTCULA, U3, irmy, A Jun/ly



858 Acacla Avenue
Reading, Pa. 19505

Cctober 24, 1990

Dear Ruas:

I am sorry to report that I cannot locate =ny more papers
concerning the theft of Colonel Sutton's car by the prie-
oners a2t Thurleigh. I d1d find some other papers which
might be of some interest, and coples =2re enclosed.

Speclal Orders #222 & 234 mention youre truly. The latter
autheri,ed a TDY for a flight to Glbraltar and Cos#ablanca.
The enclosed booklet publighed by North Africa Diviesion
Alr Transport Command at Cazes Army Alr Pase will probably
bring back memories to members of air crews from Thurlelsgh
who might have been on TDY at that basge elther during the
war or on mapping operatione afterward. I have another
copy of this booklet, #0 you can keep this one.

I believe that the enclosed newspaper clipping concerning

the American Jeep and the Englieh stag hunt 1eg from a copy
of The Stars & Stripes. I do not know the date of issue.

Note the end of the preceeding etory about damage to three
enemy ships and loss of eix alrcraft.

While 1life was lived at 2 faet and looge pace during the

war, religion did have an active role at Thurleigh. Father
Poletti d4id his best to keep the Cathollic men on the straizht
and narrow, and Reverend Simester did the game for the Pro~
testant boys. The Jewish boys usually attended services ot
synagoges in nearby cities. A copy of the Mission for the
306th at Thurleigh ie enclosged. I recall that on the open=-
night of the Mission Chaplain Meighan gave the sermon and
used GI language in calling a spade a &pade. He sure got

the attention of the troopeg because the next nlight the Chapel
overflowed with GI'e wanting to hear him sgpeak.

I thought that the enclosed copy of the pay scale of Officers
might be of some interest. I must have acquired thls while
working in the Officers Record Section at Hg. Note al#o the
sheet pertaining to authority for ordere, TDY in London, re-
imburseement for travel and per diem.

A copy of the London ARC Light for June 9, 1945 ig encl-
osed for memories sake. If I find any more memorabllis, I
will send copies to you.

Hope you had a pleasgant trip home from San Antonio.

All the Best,
= 7/

/gill McHale.
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“59 Acacia Avepuse
Readling,Pa. 1 9’rl 05

Dear Ruas:

It was my pleasure to have &een you again at the San
Antonio Reunion of the 306th. As promisged I am sending
to you a copy of the Report of Investigation and Report
of the Board concerning the escape of Prisoners, Taylor
and Cumbie. However, I cannot find the exhibitm which,
of course, would provide the human interest part of the
gtory. Also, somewhere there was written , and I remem-
ber reading about the escapade of the prisoners before
and after they drove away from the Station in the Col-
onel's car. This reported how they broke into the EM's
Mess, stole two quarte of vanilla estract, drank same,
met two girls in Bedford, left the girls, traveled on the
0ld North Road toward Scotland gtarted to run out of
petrol, met a hitch-hiking RAF gergeant who took them
to his Station and filled the car with petrol, continued

on to Edinborough with the Scottish Police in pursuit,
and fjnallg being captured when the car's wheels aank
in the sand on the beachof a =zeaside resgort near Edin-

borough. It's a ghame that I loet or mislald the ex-
hibits attached to the R .ﬁDOrt of Investigation, as
r

pgesetpgov1ded the humorls and interesting part of the
rea scape

I am also enclosing a copy of the investization of an
accident on 12-27-42 involving a GI truck from Chelveston
and one from Thurleigh resulting one death and several
injuries including 2 sprained back by the writer. It
didn't pay to go to church that evening! I doubt that
this has any story value except to record an early event
involving personnel and vehicles from two AAF Stations.

Russ, I will continue to scour my attic to see if I can
Tocate more papers concerning the prisoner's escape, but
I doubt if I will be succes#sful. I will advise.

I am sorry for the delay in getting these paperes to you
but my wife and I spent two weeks in Tuceon viglting a
daughter after leaving the reunion in San Antonio.

All the Rest,

Bill McHale



858 Acacia Avenue
Reading, Pa. 19605

May 18, 1990

Mr. Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, N.C. 28205

Dear Russg:

Thank you very much for yours of May Q 199C regarding

jig jukommanioy on, fharyes Trenafdls i ?%1?GB§¥W§§3”"O

pleased to know what further information you develop
frgm hie wife, and alsgo to know what happened to Henry
Johnson.

Concerning your inquiry regarding Edward J. Sangkl, be
advised he Was a member of Hq Sqn 39th Sv Gp who trans-
ferred to a Bomb Sg sghortly after we aﬂrived in_England.
As the records show he was KIA 30 Dec elieve

that his death, occurred on hi “ecogd or third migeion.
He wag one ol the younger meémbers o our Zroup. He was

a tough but likeable kid who came from S. Phllly. I am
gure he fought to the very end. It wae my pleasure to
have known him.

I would also like to zdvise that another member of Hg Sgn

9th went on combat w1th one of e_Bomb Sgns He w
éeorge onser. 'His plane Was L aeanl orah france, 2but

he managed to evade capture. I later saw George at
Thurleigh where he related his experiences with the French
”n@erground anl his eecape through Spain. It was also

my honor to have known George, and I will be rleased to
know if you have any record of his whereabouts.

T will be sending yow a photo of Hg & Hg_ Sqn 30th 8v Gp

taken at Boise, Idsho. This photo includes pictures of

Sanaki agd Monser._ I will trY tn *oentify the othere
the plcture as far a8 pos

The enclosed copy of the werrant making me a corporql
wos signed by Stanley S. Furst, hgjor, 30thdv £y LQ

t" Award was also Wicne
88%d ng%%gveAh% 1atgr became 2 fullyCol. when he took

command of a Gp in North Ireland.

Thanks very much for writing to me.

/

J'\/,-/az-ww / ,)Z/ e /VZ,,Z

William P. McHale

A%}rthe best
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HEADQUARTERS
A.A.F. STATION 111

REPORT OF BOARD

1. In compliance with par. 3, SOF 126, Jq, AAF Station 111 dated 28 iay
1943, (copy of whish is attached and marked exhibit "A"), a Board oonsis-
ting of Major CLAUDE L. HOSTETTER, 0-338058,President; Captain FRED H.
PAYNE, O~1577677, snd 1st Lt. IENRY R. SIBLEY, 0-448664, met end inves-
tigated the essape of Pvt. LYLE C. TAYLOR,Jr., 16048202 and Pvt. IRA

E. CUMBIE, 54202683 from the Station guardhouse on 28 May, 1943 and
found the following:

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE

(1) That at epproximately 2100 hours on 38 May, 1943, the prisoners
from the Station guardhouse were playing ball in the street south of the
guardhouse, Pvbt.lol HEWRY B. GILES, 33178363 end Pyt, CHARLES E. MASON
38081903 were the guards imcharge during the playing. The ball was
throm against the right outside door loosemiig & panel. Fvt, MASON
got a hatohet and nailed the panel back om the door. (Exhibit "B")

(2) At approximately 2200 hours the prisoners wers returned to
the guardhouse, the door which had been struck by the ball being cloged
and bolted on the oubtside, a vartioal bolt being d ropped through the
hasp end the mub applied by hand, (Exhibit "B")

(3) At approximately 2230 hours Pvt. HASON accogpanied Pvt TAYLOR
£0 THE LATRINE USTHE THE INSINE BOOR, while Pvt. GILES remained in the
guard room. .  Taylor was dressed only in underwear. After about 5 minutes ,

. MASON returnad with TAYLOR to the guardhouse. TAYLOR went to bed im-
mediately, - (Exhibit "B" and "C"). | |

. - (8) M; epproximxb&ly 2300 hours, Prb. MASON checked the prisoners
~ and found everything to be in order. (Exhibit "B" and "C").

" () Privabes MASON and GILES remained in the guard room from
2300 until notified of the escape of the prisomers as hereinalter

‘desoribed. (Exhibit "B" and ngv),

(8) At approximately 2400 hours a oall same into the Military

- Police Desk Sergeant from the Befford Military Police saying that they
“had voérg that Pvt. TAYLOR had esoapsd. (Exhibit "D" and "E"). They had

3 ‘information from two girls who had coms to the Station
4% he' had escaped and hed "the Colonells oar". (Ex. "D"4"E")

(AW, Snith, 36248895, into the

D M

Desk Sorgeant sent 0p)

o aheok the priscners,  (BAuibit "F).

ke



(8) Cpl. SMETY founl Pvi. ¥SON sad TAYLOR at their post, both
being awgke and on duty. d¢ askad if all the prisoners were there and
on duty. He asked if all the prisoners wers there and was informed by
Pvt. MASOY that they were. Upon check, he found that TAYLOR and CUMBIE
were sbsent. The door from ths cell klock to the outside was slightly
ajar, the broken panel hsving been forced out and the bolt rémoved.

A blanket was rolled into the sheps of a human form end rested upon
Prt. TAYLCR's bed. (Bxhibit "S"and "G").

(3) C»l. ©.%. FREEVAN, 35378141, Colonel PUTHAM's driver, left
toe Coloael's sar at the "A" Mess st about 2335 hours and went to bed.
The keys were left in the car and it had five new tires ond was full of

gas and oil., (Bxhibit "¥").

(10) The six gates leading from the Station ( the Main Gate, Ihe R
Risely Gate, Thurleigh Gats, Dirt Rosd Gate, Cament Road Gate and Bomb
Dump Gate) were all properly manned and Colonel PITNAM's car did mot
pass through v of +thesa gates after 2300 hours. (Exhibit"I"™ to "O"
inol.). igwever it was seen by the sentry on the uain Gate to conme
from the directiom of Thurleigh at about 2330 hours, turn right a% the
Crossroads md go down the road leading to Site 4. (Zxhibit 3"

(11) A dlagrem of the Guardhouse is attached hereto. {Exhibit "P" )
FLNDINGS

(1) That Privated TAYLOR and CUMBIE escaped from the Stati on
qaardhouse hehwean 2320 and 2400 hours on 28 May, 1943.

(2) Thet ths escape wee made through the double door leading
Arom the cell block to the outside, on the right door of which the
panel had been broken.

(3) Tpat pessage through side door was effected by loosening
the broken panel on the right foor from the inside and reaching through
the opening, unscrewing the nut from the bolt end removing the bolt.

(4) Thai having freed themnelves from the cell blook, Privates
TAYLOR and CUMBIE left the Station between hhe hours of 2330 and 2400
presumably in Colonsel PUT'AM's oar. FExit from the Stution was made
by going down the road lending 4o Site 4, turning right at the aban-
doned Parm house and procseding across the trafficeble area loading
to the nain Thurleijgh Road.

(5) That the Guardnouss was not in proper c> ndition to insure
the safe ocustody of the priaoners.

( 8) That the guards at the guardhouse were not properly placed
%o insure the safe oustody of the prisochers.

(7). Thet the guards on duty at the Guardhouse ab the time of the
esoape performed their futy properly and fully in ascordance with

s with the excdption that they ma not have exercised due
e oa"in Feplacing the broken pamsl on’ the’ door.

.



(8) That the ares betwsen the road leading t o Site 4 and the
Thurleigh road was open for traffis sm and off the Station and was
not guarded or patrolled,

IECOMMERDATIONS &

l. That steps be takem to remnder the guardhouse safe for the
custody of prisomers. It is understood ty the Board that sush steps
have already been instituted. In such case, it is recommended that
they be axnedited.

2. That ons guard be stationed imnedistely outside the guard-
house, .

3. That all guards standing watoh at the guardhouse be thoroughly
impressed with the necessity of exercising proper ocaution in all matters
that affect ths safs custody of the prisomers.

. .4+ That proper measures be taken to pravent or control traffio
on - and off the Station over the area betwesn the r oad leading to Site
4 and the Thurleigh Road. R

L ,:._:ini..ﬁj,tnegsfofgbhe foregoing Summary of Evidenes, FinHinga of . ° .
.Paot and Recommendation we, the undersigned, have hereunto se$ our ~ . -
.»i;.hatn_da...,jbl}iv__a Slbtf~_dsy_‘ of May, 1943, T e

18 Exhibits: . A ‘

‘Exhibit "A" - Special Order # 126 CLAUDE L. HOSTETTIER,
Exhibit "B" .- Statement of Henry B, Giles Major, AC, Prosident. -

- Exhibit "D%. - " Peter J, Mullin

FRED H. PATNE,

© Captain, QNC," Member, .

HEENWY R. SIBLET, JR.— .

lat Lt, AC, Recorder.

,Mi1lerd Hoor -
A arthur J, Lsberge |
ewiug of Guardhouse = ° A SR




858 Acacia Avenue
Reading, Pa. 19605

June 7, 1990

¥r. Rusgell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, N.C. 28205

Dear Russ:

As mentioned in my letter of May 18th, I am sending to
you a2 copy of a picture of Hg and Hgq Sgq, 39th Sv Gp
taken at Gowen Field, Roise, Idaho in Sep 1942 about

a week or two before we left for England. I have marked
on the photocopy of the plcture the names of some of the
fellows whose faces I can stlll identify. Many others
look familiar, but I cannot remember thelr names.

In your letter of may 9th you advised that Stanley S.
Furst died at Lock Haven, Pa. on Bec 9, 1970. La®=t
week I had occasion to visit that town while driving to
a nearby town to visgit my sister. A friend of mine who
operates an insurance and real estate business in Lock
Heven told me that Furet's wife might have returned to
England before he passed away. If you do not have a
reply from her and want more information on him, my
friend suggested that we contact Frank D. O'Reilly,dr.,
1313 W. 4th St., Lock Haven, Pa. 17745. He was the
Editor of the Lock Haven Express for many yeare, and
wrote the obituary on Stanley Furet.

In reviewing some of my mementoe® of my days at Thurlelgh
I came acrogs the encloged papers. I do not remember how
I came to possese the list of officers and their home
addresses, but it must have been early, as the list in-
cludes such names as# Overacher, Wilson, Robinson and
Armstrong. Alsgo enclosed 1g a picture of the Station 111
football team with a 1ist of the players and home towns.
If you have any interest in the original plcture, I can
send it to you to have copled. Another paper is a copy of
the P & O menu for Sunday 27th Sep 1942. Thie menu came
from the Cfficers Dining Room aboaréd the Peninsula and
Oriental liner, Strathallen. I remember obtaining this
from another GI who had done KP duty at the Officers lMege

on that date. After eating cold beans and bread for supper
I wgs glad to know that somebody aboard the ship was esting
better than I wass Actually, this British class dlstinct-
ion was an embarrassment for our officere.

All the be#
. ‘QW
bwil 1a/‘rr!




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL CENTER
WASHINGTON, DC  20307-5001

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

20 January 1999

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Mr. Strong:

I 'am writing at the suggestion of my father, William P. McHale, who was with the 39th Service Group of
the 306th Bomb Squadron at Thurleigh, England during World War II. A group of us from Walter Reed have an
interesting and privileged opportunity to retrace a portion of military history. A friend of mine who is a professor
at Oxford, Mr. Christopher Bulstrode, has invited myself and a few of my residents to a graduate medical
education course at Great Windsor Park. I thought it would be a great opportunity to see the places which not only
changed history but the care of combat injuries (the Army directives for the care of combat injuries was issued after
the D-Day invasion). My Dad thought you might have some suggestions for me for our upcoming tour of East
Anglia and on to the Normandy beaches.

Six years ago when your group had its reunion in Bedford, my older two sons and I accompanied my Mom
and Dad to the event. At that time Thurleigh was still an RAF facility. I understand that it is no longer a military
installation. I suspect that this is the case with many of the old airfields. Even our remaining modern Air Force
bases in England seem quieter these days. Perhaps we should say, “Thanks God!”. 1 wish that my residents could
see and feel what we did during that event. We really are still Allies.

Our group will take an Air Force “hop” from BWI to Mildenhall on 3 February and stay overnight in the
BOQ on the 4th. We hope to cross through “the Chunnel” the next day to see the Normandy beaches and perhaps
some of the Cotentin area if we have time. One of our guys was with the 82nd Airborne before he went to medical
school, and I am sure he will want to see some of the places they jumped into. We’ll cross back on the Sunday for
the course, and then have more time for touring the next week.

I realize there is not much time before we go. However, if you do have some ideas, I would really value
them. I can be best reached at my home address: 6004 Bitternut Drive Alexandria, VA 22310. My phone
number is 703 971-9589 at home and 202 782-5848 at the hospital. FAX 202 782-6845. Our E-mail at home is
pimcilva@erols.com. :

Thank you for all your efforts!

Sincerely,

Kathleen A. McHale, M.D., F.A.C.S.
COU/MC/USA

Chief, Orthopaedic Surgery
Orthopaedic Consultant to the
Surgeon General of the Army



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL CENTER
WASHINGTON, DC 20307-5001

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

22 January 2000

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Mr. Strong:

It was about this time last year that I contacted you regarding the Walter Reed
Orthopaedic Surgery junket to East Anglia and Normandy. On behalf of my colleagues
and for myself, I would like to thank you for your help and guidance in planning our tour.
It was particularly special that you called Mr. Franklin in introduction. We met up with
him at Thurleigh, and he gave us quite an interesting tour. We also saw his cottage and
the old school that he and his wife have refurbished. What a day!

The beaches at Normandy were both eerie and exciting. How difficult the
invasion must have been! We saw Omaha and Utah beaches and stopped at Ste. Mere
Eglise for a long lunch and significant wine sampling at the Sgt. Steele Restaurant. The
Hotel d’Argouges in Bayeux (Tel 02 31928886) is a charming, very reasonably priced 2
star 17" Century hotel in Bayeux for your future reference.

I have been invited to give a lecture on limb salvage after mine injuries to the
Belgian Army at the end of February this year. I took the brash American approach and
asked the seminar chairman if some of my residents and staff could attend. They of
course said “yes”. I think the Europeans get a kick out of how forward we are about
inviting ourselves. So, about 6 of us will be going to Brussels and then on through to
Bastogne to remember “The Bulge”. I guess I will have to find an invitation to Berlin so
we can move further inland!

Thank you so much for your interest. We appreciate our veterans. We are very
glad that you have preserved the memories for us. I only hope that we can do as good a
job as you did.

Sincerely,

TR b lico 71" L €
Kathleen A. McHale, MD, FACS
COL/MC/USA

Chief, Orthopaedic Surgery
Orthopaedic Consultant, OTSG
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