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June 5, 2002

306™ Echoes Alton A Kester
5323 Cheval PL. 23 Pocono Drive
Charlotte, NC 28205 Pittsburgh, Pa. 15220

Attention: Mr. Russell Strong

Reference: 4/02 article “Rough road to Berlin”

Please note: My father authored most of this letter in his classic “pen & paper” method.
The letter was left unfinished, however I felt it necessary to forward it to your attention.

Dear Russell,

Your article in April 2002 edition of 306™ echoes brings back old memories of that
mission. The George Schneider (Smder) crew was the 369" lead crew that day. I was
George’s navigator on this mission. Buck Dillon was the bombardier. As a matter of fact,
We had two navigators for this foray. The targets chosen by the 8™ Air Force were all
very deep in Germany. Ruhland is located south east of Berlin, and south Frankfurt am
Oder.

The Eighth was attempting to entice the Luftwaffe into the air. Their ruse was successful!
That day we saw the first of the Luftwaffe’s jets-two of themg Our briefed route had us
crossing the North Sea, across Holland, through the Munster/Osanbruck flak corridor;
past Drummer Lake (Luftwaffe Control); north of Gutersloh and Bielefeld (Remember
those lovely spots); south of, and quite close to Hannover, Braunsweig, Magdeburg, and
Potsdam; Then to a point just south and east of Berlin. Unfortunately, our flak charts did
not show flak extending as far south of Berlin as our briefed route took us.

On our bomb run which was from southeast to northwest, we encountered head winds
exceeding 100 mph. We were barely crawling along only to find the target under a heavy
smoke screen.

By sighting, we were able to compute the velocity and direction of the wind and compute
A time and distance and enter this information into the bomb sight and let the old time
Computer do its thing to “Bombs Away”!

Because of bad information as regards to flak south of Berlin, our low squadron took a
Beating. Unfortunately, my navigation was too good. Had I been approximately five
miles south of our briefed course, we would not have encountered flak until we got on

our bomb run.

Very truly yours,

Alton A. Kester, Pittsburgh Pa.



]

Note: that is the content of the text of the letter. The information below was located on
Two additional pages accompanying the letter. It reveals a geographic representation of
distances of US locations compared to those in Europe. My 17-year-old son could
understand more clearly the objective distances.

Pittsburgh-Wheeling 60mi. Berlin 136km
Columbus 132 to Mogdenburg
Indianapolis 102 Braunschweig 75 (1km=.062mi)
19
Terra Haute 65 Hanover 63
Effingham, Il1. 104 Oeynhausen 65
St Louis 43 Onsabruck 64
Eneschede 82
608 mi. Apeldon 80
Kansas City 250
565km
858 mi 70 Berlin Ruhland
635 km

Pittsburgh to St. Louis = 610 miles
Pittsburgh to Kansas City= 860 miles

Netherland Coast (North Sea) to Berlin 635 km= 395 miles
To Ruhland 705 km 430 miles

Thurleigh AFB to Dutch Coast

As always honored and humbled,
James R Kester, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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