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March 11, 1981

Russe1l A, Strong
Rt. 1, Turnpike Road
Laurinburg, North Carolina 28352

Dear Russell,

As a member of the 306th Bomb Group during World War II, I contacted Col.
John M.Regan after reading his article about the first raid on Germany
(Wilhenshaven). The Col. sent me a copy of the 306th "Echoes" and advised
me to contaect you regarding what I can do to join your organization and
contribute to its purposes,

I found the 306th "Echoes" to be very interesting , bringing back
all those cherished memories, some sad and some Jjoyful,

Please advise me at your earliest convenience what I can do to
participate,

Sincerely,

‘ : /M/(/ (9 - %/t//a’(?

Gerald J, Kruse
/Thc

P.S. Pertinent data regarding my service attached,



DATA

T. Sgt. Gerald J, Kruszynski
A.S.N. 6916649

Joined 306th at Wendover, Utah,

Flew overseas with original group to Thurleigh as radio gunner,

0 423 Bomb Squadron. Col. Overacker commanding,
v

My Current Address:

KrVSE 1971 43rd Ave,
.}f#4 K — San Francisco, Ca. 94116

Phone: (415) 564-3269

ATternate Address:

Jerry Kruse

Velvetone Gallagher Co,
49-14th Street

San Francisco, Ca., 94103

Phone: (415) 431-3701

My pilot Capt, McKay,



26 fMarch 1981

Dear Jerry:s

' Your letters, through Bill Collins, errived at my home today.
" And 1 thought 1 ought to write, and update you a bit.

MacfmcKay is a very special friend, and I have visited him a
couple of times at his home in Los Alamitos, CA. He is as
fedsty as ever.

L. P. Johnson is about to retire from Pan-Am as a 747 pilot,
and lives on Long Island, NY,.

Gene Pollock stayed in service, retired as a colonel, and spends
most of his time fishing in Florida,

George Horner lives in Springfield, OH.

1 assume the last copy of Echoes came to you from Bill Collinms,
but 1 think you'd be more interested in the enclosed number, and
1'd like to know what happened to you when you quit flying.

Do you also have any recollections on Alleman and Pascual?

1 look forward to hearing ffom you,

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong



April 6, 1981

Russell A, Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, MI, 49007

Dear Russell,

Just a few lines to thank you for your prompt response to my
lqiter, and also special thanks regarding information on
M.*8 Kay, Johnson, Pollock and Horner,

I am getting this letter off as soon as possible to inform

you that I am going to follow up with information you requested

as soon as I dig my old B4 bag out of storage containing orders,
photos, news clippings, souvenirs, and most important of all,

my diary, which will help refresh my flagging memory and to enable
me to fill in your questionnaire, This will be done within ten days,

Enclosed is a modest contribution to the 306th Echoes and 306th
B.G. Assn. to help defray printing and mailing costs for Echoes
and support research of 306th History,

Also enclosed is a copy of one of Don Bevan's earlier cartoons,

(I believe I have one or two more in my B4 Bag)., A copy of ‘bwé"'
this letter with the 306th Echoes contribution is being sent to ;5f‘rup&
Bill Collins, The contribution for research is enclosed in your €4 Hean?

copy. 8A

For your information I believe the flyer pictured with Lt, Gaslin
and Lt, Youree on the upper right of the centerfold next to Don
Bevan's art of Jan., 1980 Echoes issue is Mike Roskovich of the
423rd, If my memory serves me right I believe he was killed in
an accident in Northern England or Scotland shortly after being
conmissioned as a 2nd Lt,

Sincerely Yours,

Jerry Kruse

P.S. To Bi1l Collins, I would appreciate back issues of Echoes,
I have vol, 5 no, 1 Jan, 1980 and vol, 6 no,1 Jan, 1981,

P.S. To Russell Strong, Looking forward to seeing you in S,F. next fall,
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A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong 2041 Hillsdale Kalamazoo, MI 49007

vame GEAALD J- KROSZYNSKI  pkb. Genaco JT-KRUSE
address |97/ Y4372 AVE Sawn Fravecisco ch 94116

Home Phonejﬁ’f 3"1)_ SEY~32E9 Date 5’/ V//J//

Geeupation SALES Employer /(L VLTOWE - GALLAGHLN Cb.
adaress Y9 J4% §T. S.F. €0.94/0% pus. Prone(9/S) 931~ 370/

Serial No(s) 6 {Z/ é é‘ L/ t?

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th:
ReGurAr. Apy

6TH DIV HOQ-BATIANY — Forware Rapip OF. § 0BRS€RVRN
&:C)1f1 Fiecy ARTILLRRY
After leaving the 306th:
AsSIGN2n To KLEESLel Frec MISS. RAplo mAWTENANCE
OﬂgO/’/;}/ﬁf’eﬁ o LYy /'}‘sz” /6’{/3/0,&_; Pormwr SYSTEH

306th Record
Arrival date at Thurleigh__/ 0{‘ ?( l} 2

; 10
Squadron or other unit(s) _L/ 93 =

MOS Specialty
Missions Completed (and date of last) 7 /*'-:‘4/3"—>/ /9 ,':/:3
Promotions

Decorations/ AM [ olecs_DFC__olcs SS__DSM_ DSC_MH SM _PHZ Battle Stars

(On unusual DFCs, and Silver Stars and above would like to see a copy of the
citation)



Other personal data:

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of

which you have special knowledge?)
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ALL THE FINE YOLNG MEN
The Eighth Air Force In World War Ii

JOHN PALMER narrates the story of the boys who flew gll the way fo Berlin.
The price of their courage: 46,000 lives. K &‘f
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~ priceless. They sat down gingerly on the
 edges of the chairs, They all said politely.
they never smoked, they couldn’t dance;,
they " didn’t eat except. when  strictly
_ Decessary. S 2l
-~ But one round uf ot punch, one
~ whizz round the ballroom, and one good -
~ look at each other, soon scttled all that, .
- Five minutes from the start, the party *
SO g g T S N
We thought the best sort of party for -
Americans would be a dance in an English
country home. So we asked Mrs, Tabor,
{ Wwho owns a Tudor manor vty an
- authentic ghost, if she would let us yse
. her house and be hostess for the evening.
 She said she would, and gave us the run
- of the whole house, panelled _drawing- -
room, library, kitchen, and all. The boys
- said they’d seen such houses on postcards
-and in British films, but hadn’t believed
people actually lived in them. o
Then we had to whip round collecting”
the best crackers, hats, candles, balloons, _
holly, food, and drink we could find. Even
at this fourth war-time Christmas
can still get a good glitter by buying
here and there and pooling old stocks. On
the food and drink side, we wanted to .
G s Continued overleaf y

i
i

‘ TR Party Starts Wftﬁhlthe Old Christmas Ceremonies
" Quickest way to'warmup a party is a round of rum punch. Picture Post's Bill Garnham doles
it out hot. Les Gedney, (U.S.A.) and Mary Phipps (of London) join hands to cut the cake.*

- WE GIVE A CHRISTNAS PARTY |
~ TOTHE FLYING FORTRESS BOYS |

. We wanted to show 'Chrisén:las'hdspitality to some of t!‘;e American boys in
_ Britain, So we gave them a real English party in an English country home.

: IF only there could be thousands of We all started off with a lot of wrong
& parties this Christmas; then Anglo- impressions. The girls spent the morning
American friendship would be camplete, speeding up their conversation and prac-
Picture Post has just given a party for tising slang. The boys (judging from their

- some Flying Fortress crews, and we learnt gloomy entrance) came screwed up to
in one riotous evening’ what godéd fun an unbelievably rigid * evening.

- these Americans are. And we think they They eyed the china nervously as though

rather liked us. - _ they were sure they’d break something

AT rumpet Solo From One of the Boys-
The noise gets deafening. The i A s

o o

(TVLsT001E2 ﬂr




. e Farty otarts With the Old Christmas Ceremonies
Quickest way to warm up a party is a round of rum punch. Picture Post's Bill Garnham doles

it out hot. Les Gedney, (U.S.A.) and Mary Phipps (of London) join hands to cut the éakg.‘

. >y
Y, -
e

~WE GIVE A CHRISTMAS PARTY
- TO THE FLYING FORTRESS BOYS

We wanted to show Christmas hospitality to some of the American ‘boys in

Britain. So we gave them a real English party in an English country home.

-IF only there could be thousands of
parties this Christmas; then Anglo-
American friendship would be camplete.
Picture Post has just given a party for
some Flying Fortress crews, and we [earnt
in one riotous evening' what godd fun
- these Americans are. And we think they
rather likedus. -~ -~ - :

\" Hats, crackers, candles are scarce, b

We all started off with a lot of wrong
impressions. The girls spent the morning
speeding up their conversation and prac-
tising slang, The boys (judging from their
gloomy entrance) came screwed up to
endure an unbelievably rigid evening.
They eyed the china nervously as though

they were sure they’d break something

B

“The 'osts Deal Out H;s and Crackers .. :

ut we found enough for a baby tree.” Anne Scot

arranged the party, comes off best in an Anglo-American cracker pull.

.

t-J. aines:, who |

——

' 'A.-Trumpet Solo From One of the Boys-

The noise gets deafening. The squawk of cracker -
~instruments swells the band. :

¥

.« .While the Boys Snatc
English food ? It's really quite eatable
included Chyistmas cake and pumpkin pies.

le. But e d .
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: - We Gave the Party in a Real English Home .~ = .
- A Tudor manor with a real ghost was where we held the party. The Lady of the Manor,
Mrs. Tabor, threw open her house for the evening. = She's in the backgrm{nd of this picture.
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4 July 1992

Dear Jerry:

Got back from the mountains last night and found your letter
and the cartoon waiting for me. I'll be using the cartoon at
gsome point in the October or January issues of Echoes very
likely.

Don Bevan has agreed to be the principal speaker at our re-
union in '93 in Seattle, and will use this as a bit of pro-
motion for that event. Another series of his cartoons will be
in the July issue, which will be mailed sometime this next week.

After reading over your account of the fighter attack as seen
from the radio room, I went back to the Mission Report for 9
October 42. At the moment I do mot have the crew inteerogation
reports so I cannot identify your plane, but it was likely 4460.

4460 is mentioned on page 2, and Ray Henn is mentdoted on page 5.
Does any of these match your description?

We may just run it up the flag pole anyway, and see what happens.

Good to hear from you. Many reunions have passed since we last
met. Sorry that you can't make England, and its understandable
that many things intervene. Family priorities rank right up there
with physical problems in preventing attendance. But, hope to see
you up the coast in Seattle a year from September.

All the best,
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" operations in Europe.

———

Lieut. George Horne
merly of Springfield, Route 4,
is among the U. S, Army Air
Force men who are making a
name for themselves in war
Lieul.
Horner is a Springfield High
School and Wittenberg College
graduate, and was comnis-

sioned a second lieutenantjand -

groduate bombardier
Victorville Army
Srhn-d T Cdnjned

at’ the
F.ying
the ' a
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BoMBARDIERY |
r-csazet% MORNER

. “"Grim Rt‘upem" 7 the title Se:gt Donald Bevan of Spring-
fleld, Mass., gives these drawings of U. S. Atmy Air Force men
who are in service in the European theater,

- {Conc!
men who
I do not
remain bel
and the vig
are nol-1oc
too wearily
ing what v
to welcome
s0 .much 1
strange.

But of .
certain: it
of the tn
America th
future will
the resurn
controvers!
between th
lationjsts
progressive
dealers ar
will find, :
becomes -
are_no lor
{Tninge, ent
| about inte
}io the ge
back from
as amliable
eccentric a:
reling in
Battle of E

en artist on the staff of the

New York Daily News, i
Those  listed in. Sergt. -
-Bevan’s report were: Capt,

Jonn Brady of Denver, Colo.,
pilot; Lieut, George Horner of
Springfield, 0., bombardier;
Tech, Sergt, Gerald Kruszynsk
©f Chicago, Ill., radio-gunner;
Staff Sergt. William ,\Williams
of Jasper, Fla., and Staff
Sergl. Hubert Houston of
Johnson City, Tenn., all gun-
ners.
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