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HEADSUARTERS 306TH BONTARDMENT GROUP (i) -

Of<ice of the Intellijence Officer
Lndted States rorces

15 July, 194k
SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrutive
WIS3IoN:- tunich /

2 :  Cozuanding Officer, 306th Bombardaeat Group (¥)

1. Harrative
300th flew lead and low groupa of the 40th "BY CBil. Route was flown

 substantially us briefed until 50104 x OL1CR, whers the left turn was mude early.

From that point until about O700B, formation was approximutely 8 miles north of
course. Then back on course to the target wnere tidg fomaution made 4 lefl tumn
after bombing instead of a right turn es briefed, aa the 40th "A" Wing, which
aace the briefed turn, wus secn to be hit by intense and accurate flak after a
wide rigat turn, back on course at L750N, 11158. Left Inglish coast at 5158 x -
Cl22% at U7CL nours; enemy coast 5136N x 0355B at 0733 hours; I.P. at 0920 hours;
tariet (928 hours; enemy coast at 5L45N x O345E at 1227 hours; Ehgl.isn coast. at -
51508 x CG1l7E at 1303 hours; base at 1346 hours.

2, PRizater Opoositlon and Pihter Sup ,owt

no eneay fishters ouserved. Mo “»g," uere seen P=51ts wurs et shoul

ssven degrees east and from that time there were no jups. P—ja's uet as oriefed.’
Both P=51's and P-38's juve close support to enexy coaest. S

'_3- Aoda Gm Fire V
A.Ae. pun fire at target.was moderate to inte:nse barraze followed by

tracking. A.A. fire was much more accurate and intense than on previous two mis-
sions, witn eleven serious and 7 ainor damsge out of 33 ships over target. Several
rocket vursts were reported. Neager to soderate fiuk observed from Brussels,
Mannneim, Stuttzart, Strasbourg, and Antwerp. One very large black and whive burst
seen near Antwerp. No flak on this group.en route, one nzvizutor stating tNHavi-
setion was wonderful, I could D.,R. all the way in and out by the {iak that we
uiissed™. hd

Botn mckeys went out during bomb run, tut &fter course had beeti set upe
3y this time center of town was visible. Lead ovoabarvier made minor course correc-
tions and set the rate visually. Picturss ahow load group bombs in center of town
between wastern end of ¥/Y and old town.

5. Hickals
A/C 54L9-D dropped 10 G-23's at Targ

A/C 598~} dropped 10 G-23's at Target. : o |

.6. reather
. 10/10ths cloud practically entire mission, nith some breaks between I.P.
and Targeot.

> .
L )

7. Obeervations : ' . o
YNew fuctory area seen at 4L818N x CO907E. L g
Swoke pots seen through hole ian clouds in target ares. :

1 balloon seen at coast going in.

-1-




- 7
i balloon aq' ebout LO miles S.B. of Hrussel
1 balloon seu.a ab 4748 x 05123, .

3 balloons seen in target ared.

talloons uescribed as bein; 6 foet to 8 feet in diameter, some ceing
round wnid otners sneped like a wind sock. ‘ost men suid zalloons were wilte or
silver. One crew reported seelny crown cailison o sane type at CECO nouwrs, sudul
30 minutes sfter crossing eneny coast. Balloons were floating fres from 20,00
to )L.,WO feet. This is second cay tinese were reported und crews insist not. S0k
from old flax bursis, one crew stating ouservation maae from M0 yards. QOne pilot
suw taem on all three irips.

AC UM in uolangie, §3u5—X, 457ta Group, Llow off wing of g2 position in
lead sguadron, lead group in target area. ‘

8. A/C In Distress .
At 0749, 5-17, near Brussels, hit by flal:, down in steep dive, pulled out
and then down in a spin. No chutes seen. Ab 1210 hours, nsar Chent, a fighter ex-
‘ploded.  No chute seen. .

9. A/C Returaning Farly
A/C 153-V, pilot Schaeffer, turned buck at 51L5M x O220E. Bqu,ht back
4 X 5C0 and 6 x ¥17 bomba. Landed at base 0300 hours.
A/C 633~Z, pilot Erwin flying spare, turned back &t 0719 hours zt 14,000
fest at 51L0M x O2L0E. Brought back L x 500 and 6 x }17 boabs.
A/C 969-X, pilot Kapes, turned back ten niles south of Mt. Parm &t 0615

hours with rucaray prop and falling oil pressure on #I! en;ine.

JOIZ) A. BATRISFATHER,
Yajor, aAC,
Group S=2.
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OPERATIDNAL RiTORT

PRIORITY /
HARRATIVE SECTION 0: C.G., lst BoubfDivision
" LOth Combat Wing,

Attention: A-2

A/C 549~D dropped 10 (=233 at target.
A/C 593~ dropped 10 G~23s at targoet.

th ke mickeys wert out during uoub run, but after course had been set upe

By this time center of town wus visible. Lead bombardier made n.inor course correctior
and set the rate visuully. Pictures siow lead group brmbs in center of town

between eustern end of M/Y and old town. :

¢ eneny fighters observed, No P-47s were seen. P-5ls were mel about seven degrees
eust and from thet time there were no gaps. P-388 met as briefed. Botls P~5ls ard
P-388 gave close support to enery coast,

A.A. gun fire at tarpgel was moderate to intense barrage followed by tracking, Fire
much wore accurste and intonse than-on previous tiwo Lassions, with eleven serious
and 7 minor damage oul of 33 ships over target, Severul xmmbarkx rocket bursts were
reported. Heager to moderate flak observed frum Brussels, Mannheim, Ltuttgart,
Strasbouryg, and Antwerp. One very large black and white burst soen near antwerp.,
No flak on this group en route, one navigator stating "Navigation was wonderful.

I could D.R. all the way in and mx out by the flak Lhat we missed."

10/10 cloud practically entire riisslon, with some oo breaks between I.P. and
taf'c{eto

6. lew fuctory area seen at LOELEN x 0907E.
Smoke pots seen through hole in clouds in targel area

1 balloon seen =t codst golng in

1 balloon seen about 4O miles S,.8. Brussels

1 bulloon seen ut L94EN x O512E,

3 balloons seen in target wea

Ballouns descrived as being about 6' to 8' in di aweler, some belng round wid others
shaped like u wind sock., Most nen suid balloons were white or silver. One crew
reported seelng brovn balloon of sawe type at 0800 hours, about 30 minutes alter
crossiuy eneny coast., Balloons woere floating free at fram 20,000 to 30,000 fest,
This is second day these were reportsed and crews insist not sioke from old RXxxx
flak bursts, one crew stating observation rwde fim. 100 yards, One pllot saw the:
all tiiree trips.

A/C UM in tridangle, #955-K, 457th Gp., flew off wing of #2 position in lead
squadron, lead yroup in target areu,

306th flew lead und low groups of LOth "B" CBil. Route was flown substuntlally as
briefed until 5610N, 0i10n, where the left turn was made eurly. From thut point
until avout O700E, fornation was approxinmately 8 miles nortn of course. Then buok
on course Lo the target where this fornalion rade a left turn witer baabing instead
of a rignt turn us briefed, as the 40th mxn Wing, which nade the briefed turn, was
seen Lo be hit by intense wnd accurate flek after a wide right turn, back on course
at 4750N, 1115E. Left English coast at 5158N, 012231 ut 0704 hours; enemy coush
5136, 03558 at 0733 howrs; IP at 0920 hours; turget 0928 hours; Sipd# eneny coust
at 5labM, U3LSE at 1227 hours; @mylish coast at 5156M, OLL7E at 1303 hours; base
1346 hours,

A/C In Distress

At 0747, B-17, neur Brussels, nit by flak, wown in steep dive, pulled out and Lhen
down in & spin. Mo chutes seen. At 1210 hours, near Ghent, o fishier exploded,
t'o chute seun.

Qeturned purl
A/C 153-V, pilot Schueffer, turncd back at 51454 x 02208. Brought back 4 x 500 and
6 x 117 bombs. Landed et buse 0900 hours.

AfC 633=2 s pilot irwin flying spare, turned back ut U719 nours at 14,000 feet at
510N x O240E. oBrought back 4 x 500 and 6 x !)7 bombs.

A/C 969-X, pilot Mapes, turned back ten miles south of !t. Furm ot O6lY howrs with
runaviay prop and ralling oll pressure on g2 enginu,
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- ' ' N INIERKCUATIOL FCiu: )
[ SQUsDnC 367 3(8 o9 423 /G Numhcl___ﬁénh__JJ sr PFF___Date 13=T-il

y Bomb Load I = Incend, ' Position in Forumatic: M
' Time Took Off O457 Tiie Landed _ ___ X X% %
' , % X X X X
1. " HOT KE.S to be phoned in? Yes- No . e - X X X X
Details: X X X X

CA%.s Give hak wnd Initd.ls

“Friendly 4/C’'in any kind of aistraes: /
(Give positicn, tiue, aliatode, fil _Lt. Col. K, C. Williums Filct
det.u.ls) a Vi :
R " ~ fo-i
. /f.

Lt M. J. Northway S\ _ o Jev.

' ﬁ . g&w J boirk

ex ' Re.dd
2. TARGET ATTACLED:
: A ; _ Top
Primary - Time: O¢2. . e e
' | TP G R Pail

.Alt'ern_:-.te  Height: Q—Cﬁfﬂ-v-o

 Last Resort ~ Heading: JApce & = : A
{circle) o ' R L/
Duration Lowb iun: '

3, Number of EOLBS dropped on t'arget: Jettisoned: Returned:  Abortive:

Lo ObserVed KESULTS OF B(wBilG: (For this plane gr.others‘)l
Own 1os ¢ }v—o’i M A g '

' —_— any Nickels: Yes No
otRgr DMO'IEI ‘QJM Waozl , Naber bowcs ‘rcpped - -

Nuber Bembs returned

5, 4any PHOTOGHR.HS tiken: Yes? No?

6%"" CROUND TahGETS' ATTACKED LY GUNFIRD oD HOSULTS:

7, ROUIE: ~(If different than ordersd) (If ApCRIIVE give tluc, place, helght &

..—.-.—v-—-:.

o of turn; reason -for returning early, and DlupOSlth"l of boubs.)
I W M M‘ 00 - W

8, WEATHTR “'TﬁﬁR-’ (If it affectﬂa mlsslcn)

9. FLAK° Encountered on way out, at target and on way home.

—— SE—

Time Place - Height ‘I‘ype (light Color Locat._on Accuracy
. : LT

* o ) Aintanca ‘af B Rurat.a in ras-
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o~ INTERHCGATIOL FCits -
SQUaDrLE 367 Wﬁ;ﬁfﬁ‘% 4/C Nuaber 909  Letver X _ Date 13-7-hi

L X 500/ .
Bomb Load_ 0 X 6 x M7 " H, E, Incend, Position m Forwaticn iz é
Time Took Off OST _ Tire Landed @ 45 3 X X 4

: N IS X X X A
HOT RES to be pnouec in? Yes No : @ X X )A \

Details:. | | X XX

LA [ O~ia. M a{ﬂlmrﬂ (Give fudc wnd Initd.ls
06!§ b - :

Friendly 4/C in any kind of aistross: 5 :
(Give position, tine, altatude, fdl . st LE_ﬁQz_!Q‘ygges Filot
detdils) .
mj ( p o 2nd‘_1_,t. D. &, \u.e enburg Co-t
/ lst Lt. H. Jdﬂ}( ngvc N
;; a : e
. : lst Lt. W. F/Mutz ot
: ot
T/Sgt. V. H/ Justice Red
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Primary T.une' : T S
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(circle) S
- Duration 'Boub Run: B ) .
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7, ROUTE:  (If different than ordered) (If AD(J:(..;L\II give tiue, place, helght
of turn; reason for returning eurly, “and Disposition of boubs.)
8. VEATHTR: (If it affocted missicn)
9, FLAK: Encountered on way out, at turget and on way home,
Time Place Height 1Tvpe (light “Golor | locat.om  Accuracy
' of heavy), intense, of - Bursts in re-

"A/C - noderate or . Bursts  lation to 4/C
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HEADQUARTERS 1ST BOMBARDMENT DIVISION
OFFICE OF AC OF S, A-2
APO 557 D-M-11

IMMEDIATE INTERPRETATION REPORT NO,. 147, 0200 hours, 13 July, 1944,

This report covers strike attack photography of the 9lst, 92nd, 303rd, 305th, 306th,
351st, 379th, 38lst, 3&4th, 398th, 4Olst and 457th Bombardment Groups taken duringz
the mission of 12 July, 1944 to MUNICH, GERMANY,

Heavy cloud of 8/10 t6 10/10 density covers the entire city area of MUNICH and the
surrounding territory, Through breaks in the cloud, it is possible to see the
following: -

1. A few general purpose bombs and scattered incendiary bombs could be scen
in the MITTER-SENDLING and THAL-KIRCHEN DISTRICTS, This area lies approximately
three miles southwest of the center of the city and is comprised of industrial and
suburban areas 10,40/ built-up,

2+ Approximatcly 15 gencral purpose bombs and a small concentration of  inc-
endiary bombs could be scen in the PERLACHFR FOREST situated five miles south of the
center of the city,.

3+ Approximately 30 bombs could be seen bursting in open ficlds and wooded
areas near MACHIENSTEIN, 17 miles northwest of the center of MUNICH,

One photographic sortic shows bombs away over un-identified terrain, Thesc bombs
were reported as being dropped southeast of STUTTGART,

GEORGE WELTER,
Capt., Air Corps,
Division Photo Interprectcr,
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