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HEADJUARTERS 306TH BOMBLRDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Commanding Officer

APO 634, N
19 May 1943,

SUBJECT: Tactical Comments and Recommendations en Mission of 19 May 19&3.

TO : Commanding General, First Bormbardment Wing, APO 63L.

~

1. It is recommended that the cancellation or vostponement of take-
off for comwbat missions be decided on and so coordinated between control
officers with the information available to them, that the message may reach
the opsratignal stations at least a few minutes befove the scheduled take-
off time, Cn this mission twelve ships of the 94th Bombardment Group (H)
had already taken off before the word was passed down to this station that
the take-off had been deleyed a half hour. Cwing to the peculiar weather
conditions, it was impossible to bring them back into this field, and they
had to be sent to Bassingbourne for refusling before anether take-off..
This caused ne little confusion both here and at Bassingbourne.

2, It is recommended that mores condsideration be given to the dif-
ficulties and hardships encountered when several different loadings are
sent down, previous to a mission, In this case our ships were about 80%
loaded when the final change came in at 2 late hour. Armorers and Ordnance
personnel worked far into the nlght ‘undoing the work they had so assiduously
performed previously, resulting in dangerous loss of sleep to these men, and,
what is more important, a definite drop in morale. This is only a natural
psychological reaction to these conditions, and the men themselves are not
to be blamed for it,

3. On this mission the poorest piece of headwork was done by the
leader of one of the other Groups, He attempted to get into our Combat
Wing formation, and though he was not entirely successful, he needlessly
exposed one Group to attacks from fighters, as wéll as raising havec with
the bombing run of the Compesite Group of the 10lst Combat Wing.

The leader of this offending Group brought his formation up
alongside the Cemposite Group which was flying high off the lead Group.
He fired a flare and attempted to move in to the position occupied by the
Compesite Group, but was not allowed to do so until after several attempts,
he accomplished his purpose.




‘ The two Groups then played a game of aerial tag, while lustily
shooting flares to indicate that each knew the other was wrong. ile are
cenvinced that we were not wrong, since the leader of the Compesite Group

‘was one of our Squadron Commanders, flying near enough te the Lead Group

to identify the planes in the high Squadron as belenging to his own Squadron.
During this jockeying the Composite Group was thrown far enough out on the turn
at the I.P. to cause considerable difficulty on the bombing run.

The problems presented by this incident are many. In the first
place the present use of flares, with the coordination and knowledge displayed,
does not seem to have solved the problem of Greup identificatien. Secendly
a better quality of "battle thinking" must be developed in erder that such
a thing is not allowed to happen again. Thirdly, a cleser coerdinatien must
be developed between the Combat Wings, and among the individual Groups, se
that a rendezveus may be affected without any vessible chance of a recurrence
of this incident. In connection with this last, it is felt that the choice
of Léicester as one end of the rendezvous line was not tee well made, since
it invelved a concentration of unassembled Groups and Cembat Wings in such
a position that such a thing as did happen could happen, which is really

at the ront of the whele trouble.
L. Again members of the 92nd Bembardment Group abandoned their

assigned positions in the Combat Wing formatien at a crucial time. It is

again recommended that this Group not be required teo partlclpate in Combat
missions until such time as they demonstrate proficiency in maintaining

the Combat Wing fermation.

" &, It is recommended that the present available 1ncendiary clusters
not be carried inte enemy territery until ballistic data is definitely
established which will allow precision incendiary bembing with confidence
commensurate with demolition bembing. This Group feels that the risk
involved in carrying such & load into Germany are all eut of propertion
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Colonel,
» . Commandlng.

-with the resvlts attained.
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UTIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3.3,
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Borber Commend Narrative of Operations _

- Day Operation = 19 May, 1943 - - =~ ., - - .

S L . Meeglon No, 59 ‘ i
Targets: I, Deutache Werft U«Boat Yards at Kiel,
31, Flensburger Schiffsbay Yards st Fle

T

A total of 187:B-178 fyom-the lst and 4th Wings were dispatched to carry
out attacks against the Deutsche Werft U~Boat Yards at Kiel and the Flensburger.
Sohiffsbau Yards at Flenaburg, The 379th Group carried out-a diversionary = .
sweep, FPhotographle evidence on the Kiel effort recorded during and after the-
raid does not reveal any new damage in the target arsa, however, crews report
fair results, Bombing rosults on the Flensburg effort were good, No fighter
support was furnished on the misslon,  Opposition wes considerable et Kiel and
moderate at Flengturg, Flak was moderate, - 6 B=17e were lost, &ll from the lst

Wing,
e Jumbor of /o . .- _Porsonnel cagualtice
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* Abortive ' 'A' » mochanical or personmol failures, . .
B! - weather, recall, enemy action, ;

1
t
** 1 a/c attacked secondary target and 1 attacked last resort targéﬁ. B
**% In additibn one civilian, a British News Corrospondont, was killed,
| 7 ,
 ‘Target: Deutsche Werfft UsBoat Yards at Kiel L
Bombing Rosultg: 101 Bel7s dropped 679 x 500 G,P,, 156 x 500 I,B., and 464 .. ..
- K ”‘gl,' ‘
ELCNEIDEX .'l'.;l_é‘&



x 100 I,B, from 24500 - 26200 f£t, at 1329 = 1333 hrs, at the Deutsche Werft
U-Boat Yards with fair results, 1 B~17 dropped 10 x 500 G.P, on the
Kriegemarinewerft Dock Yards with results unknown, 1 B-17 dropped 10 x 500
G,P, on Flensburg with results unknown,

Reasons for failure to bomb: 17 a/o returned’early because of mechanical
failures, 1 was lost before reaching the target and 2 were lost at the target

without definite knowledge of thelr having bombed, .

Engounterg: Considerable opposition was encountered from 35-75 e/a which werc
mostly FW 1908 and Me 110s with some Ju 88s, Me 210s and Me 1098, Attacks
hesgn el the coast on the way in and contimied for an hour and 10 minutes until
IR TR e Nl Serenrilny aiasks e, v

angles and positions with single engine a/B attacking mainly from the nose,

3-5 o/a attacked simultancously at times, Over the target e/a came in bunches,
attacking from the tail and below and breaking off at 800 yards, while a few
came in from under the nose to about 300 yds, One group reported very few
direct attacks and these mostly from tho tail, Air~to-alr bombing wes again
reported, Some FW 190s and Me 110s were solid white, some grey with yellow
noses, and some with black fuselage and brown wings, Ju 88s were silver,

' Cagualtios - Persompol: 1 orew membor killed, 7 wounded, and 60 missing,

Equipment: Of the 6 B-17s lost, 1 wes due to flak, 2 to e/a and
three to unknown cause, 1 a/c wont down at Kiel Fiord with threc chutes
opening, 1 down between Nordstrand Island and the meinland with 4 chutes, 1
crashed into Vollerwick Bey with 2 chutes (3 small boats ncar), 1 went into
a straight dive over target with 6 chutes, ono in a long dive in Kiel Fiord
about five miles east of Kiel with 3 to 5 chutes seen and small boats plcking
up crews, and one unknown,’

Epgtimat ttle Damage: 21 category "A", 7 catogory "AC",

Flak: Over target flak was barrage type, moderate to intense, ard accurate for
height but with inaccurate deflection, 1 red burst ncar the target, Flok
ships in Kiel Harbor and Kieler Fohrde were very accurate, Slight, inaccurate
flek at Suderoog, Husun, Rendsburg, Kappeln and Echernforde, Some red bursts
gseen in vicinity of Flensburg,

Fighter Support: No fighter support was furnished,
Route: Bases to Splasher 4, £6 55910'N ~ 04C40'E, to 55°17'N - 07°00'E, to

54030'N - 08932'E to I,P, at lake two miles N,W, of Schestedt at 54023 -
09%48'E to target, Route back: target to 54924'N e 10922'E, to 54°42'N -

10°00'E, to 54940'N ~ O7O00'E, to 54°08'N - 04°20'E, to Cromcr, to bases,

Wicather: At takeo-off thore were traces of medium and high cloud with trace -
4710 thin low cloud at 1000~1500 £%, Visibility genorally 4 - 6 miles,
occasionnlly 1-2 miles, On the route out there was 3/1C - 5/10 varisble
strato~cumulus and cumulus with basc at 2000~2500 ft, becoming elcar at English
Coast and to tho target, Visibility 5-10 mi. with occasional haze, Yo medium
or high oloud, At target thore wes clear = 2/10 low cloud at 2500-3000 ft,
with trace of high cloud at estimnted 30000 £t, Visibility 10-20 miles, On
return route clear to 3/10 low olouds with base at 2000 ft, -and tops at 3500

=2
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£t, with traces of high eloud, and clearing as Engligh Coast approached,
Occasional petch of ,3510 - 5/10 medium cloud at 8000 ft, Visibility at 10-20
miles, At bases on return clear with 10-20 mi, visibility, No contrails were
reported, Winds and temperature was reported as good and as forecast.

Observationg: One Ju 88 is reported to have directed flak from I,P, to boyond
target, 14 vessels were seen in the Kis]l Fiord some of which reeemble.naval.
craft and 2 as large as cruisers, Smoke from Flensburg after bombing was seen
rising to a height of 8000 £t, from our a/c which were flying at -

an altitude of 25,000 £t, and 70 mi, away, 50 baelloons were seen at Kiel; 50
were seen at Echernford at 1500 ft, A large, well camouflaged vessel was
lying on the loe side of a small island S, of Sylt; 8-10 subs were observed
E, of Sylt, There was 1 naval vessel thought to be an aircraft carrier or
target. tow in Kicl Harbor, A camouflaged cruiser was scen at Heligoland, 2
crews roported FW 190 with gun in tail firing to rear. 1 group reported that
incendiaries dropped by group above flew apart and dropped in their path, -

PART 1T
Target - Flensburger Schiffsbau Yards

bing Results: 55 B-17s of the 4th Wing dropped 536 x 500 GPs on the .
Flensburger Schiffsbau Yards from 22000 - 25000 ft, at 1325-1328 hrs, Strike
photographs show a heavy concentration of bombs on and around the new shipyard,
Reconmaissance photos show several hits on the U-Boat building shops, The
main frame and angle bending shop and the quarantine station were also damaged.
The old shipyards were damaged and were still smoking at the time of photo-
graphic reconnaissance,

Reasons for Failure to Bomb: 9 B-17s returned early due to mechanical failures

Encounters: Moderate opposition was encountered from I,P, into and out from
the target over a period of approximately 30 mimutes, Most of the-e/a were
FW 1908 plus a few twin engine fighters, Attacks were persistent and mostly
from 5-7 a'elock although some came from 11-2 o'clock, FW markings were
silver, light blue, light grey, and yellow and red noses,

Casualtieg - Porsonnel: 2 orew mombers were killed and 4 wounded,

Equipment: No losses,
Egtimated Battlo Damage: 8 category A" apd 1 category "AC",

Flok: Flok was slight to moderate and inaccurate as to defloction, Black
bursts wore seen before reaching the target ond red bursts after passing over
it,

ighter Su t: None furnished,
Route: Bases to Splasher 4, to 55°10'N = 04940'E, to 55°17!N - 07°00'E, to
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.| 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
© 0ffice of the Intol_upnu Officer

e i APO 634,
S 19 May, 1943

Ay et

SUBJECT:Rneay Opposition Tactics Report for Mission of 19th May, 1943,
To. .+ Comaning Officer, J06th Bombardaent Group (H), AP0 €34

¢

On 19th May, 1943, twenty four (24) A/C of the 306th Boub
Group (H) were airborne to bomb, with incendiabies, the shipbuilding
yards at Klel, Qermany, ' Of the twenty four (24) A/C, three (3) flew
‘with the Composité Group, the 92nd & 303 Bomb Groups (H), On the
whole, because of the nature of the boabing load, the bombing results
were visibly indeterminate,

2, Flak,
Flak over the target was acourate as to height, but off on
deflection. Bwveral arew members reported having seen red bursts of
f T h 5

" .JFighter Opposition.
‘| Fighter opposition as it affected this group was moderate.
: Between 30 & 50 R/4, mostly Fw 190's, with some'Ju 88's and le 109's,
= were encountered, ' Most attacks were made from betwsen 2 and 5 o'clock,
o  AnTw 190, painted silver, was reported as directing the enemy attack,
' : Owr 4/Q olain three (3) o destroyed and one (1) as probably
> cibtia

} ' ' i Syl Ravaeal

JOHN B. WRIGHT,
Major, AC,
8-2
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14, INJURIES TO CREWt (Give name, position in A4/C, type of injury, how
received, PLaCE and TO.E.)
o~ . 7 /"7 N
15. Radii- Oym bad ), ‘jwmﬂé— < abl Tt —(
15, DaLAGT TQ A/C: ~ (Briefly) f . .
Ll ; ;
< Srea t:y(.&-tr‘? St iy
16. TECHNICAL FaILURES: ) : /
17. CRE" CO.LENTS: (any unusual ilm?_—:ny suygestions?)

S-2 OFFICEA___ M {L.E CO: rL31EI N




| ® CCuBAT FOllu \'. L

Group___306 Duve_19/8/L3.
Squudron___ 429 Place where attachedgyfter sightdve land going in.
A/C Noe___367 : Time_sbout 3300  Helght_ 24, 500p
Story of the attuck-- E/A turned in to sttuck about 1200 yards. Gave big
_shert ourgt at about H00 vie (sbout 1% fo 20 roundal) kept coming stralght
i to sbout 400 yda, then tell out of gontrcl and eplralled down giving.
Ll grevish yellow smoke... fwmi hin Ml tha sabar ut ol

ore. Could ot - : BesIROYED
e

| =
a2 YT
TR O o B e T T T T
hiby howninh e was laisiod) & how Be doaked ol agt uway, )
2, Dingram of attack: Cn Diugvem, ehow
a winer of our x/C wao attocked;
X v, divection of L/ attock;
X X e, sun poaition,
X @ x
X X xr x X Data cn Conbot
L X 4. Our hesding_asbout, 70°
X X b. visibility Zood

X X 2 X X c. type of B/ _ Py 190

d. level of avtnll;
Fron high uoeve

(Check leve]_iaye)
3._Our Gun Positions Firiwg on L/a Gne) 2 T I
S e vary lew

Names Lt, J, 8, Lugds 2 pe—

Positions_ Honbardier
§. If E/A was Shot Down or Damiged:

Corroborated by Gol. Y. J. duunhrey
Position in 4/C___ _obesryer

Other A/C firing ot ths sume tine? none . ____

Comments of the interrogutor:_ _ Sure destroyed.

*\ s e — e o s ok
l." T — -
I? formution wus very differ- Time Interrogator

ent. frou stunderd, show on
bazk of sheet, Capt, it. ¥, Glans




COmBAT FOltle

e e e

Group Dute
_ 19/5/b3
Squadron Pluce wnere attached
369 Just off couat on way back
a/C No, Time__ Height

1357 23,000
A Ju 88 was attasoking agroup below ue, He broke

hL7
Story of the attuck--

off has attack up towsrd us. at &bout HUU yaras Lhe ball turrcu gunner

BAve Lin wbout 20U rounds. ne broke off in o steep dive to the left ana

hit the water with a lasge splash,

T el RO
(Include ubovn how B8 antucksd; Hov_eioss ne v ; @.E% : ;lw whE .

hit; howgush ne was dwissed; & how he 1ouvked and acted gl away:) .

2, Diagram of sttack: On Diagvem, show
a. ver of our aT was attacked;
X O. direction of L/a attack;
X X c. sun gosition.
X X
X X X X X
L X ? heading
® X b, "sidility
XA X £ X o, type of J../ o
7\ d. lavel of atlaci g8
fvor high uoove__
o (Check) levad___
) 04 ped ey 5 Une bel ﬁ#______________
3._Our Gun Positions Firiug on L/ very low
Names %
{ 37358, P, F. Tolasso. Eaia

Positions
BeXI Cursek,
%. If E/A was Shot Down or Damnged:

Corroborated by

Position in a/C_8/Bgl, K. . Vatkins.,
waist,

Other 4/C firing st She sume time?

Yos -~ the gooup below,
Comments of the interrog:tor: !

" Thia hit the water — there 1s mg fire,
IQ\ —
If formation wus ver:: diffor- Time ' Interrogator___

ent. from standerd, show on i
back of sheet,

Capt. Owens.



—

Group 366 Dute_ 19/58/43

Squuadron 368 Plice where attiched jetar wa lefi largst
in turn

A/C Nou__z3n Thoe 3342 lalght 24

Story of the attcK-~ £/4 -case—in

o e e o e s < N
{Include ubove how F/8 anbucked; hop_cless ha cawe; witeTe he was
hit; howmuch he was dimazed; & how he locked wud acted going away.)

2. Diagram of attack: On Dlaguem, show
a. whicr of our »/C wes attacked;
X 9. divection of E/a attack;
X X ¢, sun poaition,
X X
X X X X X Data cn Conboy
L X a. Our heading
‘ X b, visibility '
IAX ' X X ¢, tyhe of u/ . I’-': 180

d. level .7 atback;
Fvon high uoove__

(Check leral _1eyel
3. Our Gun Positlons Firdi~w on L/a © Une) beloy
very lew

Names__ 8/Sgt. M. 8. Bosste o
FPositions Tail gunner
4. If E/A was Shot Dpwn or Damiged:

Corroborated by  _ s/8gt. P. P, Noluscw

Position in #/C___ __  Bali turret.

Other 4/C firing at the same tine? Ho

Comments of the inverrogztor: _fThis a/C is deacroyed,
z\

\','\‘
I formation wus very differ~ Time Interrogator

ent. fron stunderd, show on

back of sheet. Qaptia. 3. d. Cuan




™

et ¢

# —-—

Group 06 Date “"W“""“""
Squadron il

Pluce whepe atiached
—ntter-tariroat-ti-target

: -2 - 1 )
4/C Nou___iem — I8 _ 1aggm leight

....WM

Sf'°ry gf the ALY Ko ot s awboregrampberd Rt GOYe o var T Tl
~ant—a-pide—ef-bhir—formatiton-sni-tntoour-i7/ € Gpemed ot o baret of

e o o e -
4 anbuoken; 2 DIm came;, WieT
’

wased; & how he aovked mud acted gol

Py

(Incivde aonve hiw F
hit; howmush ne wax d

-

g away.,

2. Diagram of atnack:

wom, _snoy
STour w/C was attacked;

X v. diraction of I/A attacks;
X X ¢. sun puaition.
X B x
X X X X X Data o Cor
']\ A X d. Cur b DGy a
X £ B, miail :,7/*1 LN

X X X X e type of B P

d. lowel of ati owee ‘
FUon high avove

(Check Lovel X
3._Our Gun Positions Firi«g on o/a Une) below

very lew _

o~

Positions_ Tail
%, If E/A wos Shet Down or Damiged:

Corroborated by "
Position in a/C i

P naantd

19 i t vhe sa Wil
Otner &/C firing ob the sume Line?_ gy o to—pummerto-right—gave- burst
Comments 8Ft8KeB/A.wea pitoand atarted suokling and falling out of control.

-Probably deatroyed.

-~ s

7 ’
If formntion was ver; differ- Time Interrogator
ent. fron standsrd, show on
back of sheet,






