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SV HE...QUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROU -, \H)
N : ' Office of the Intelligence Officer
AR United States Forces

AFO 557
22 March, 1944

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative
. Mission: Berlin, 22 March, 194k,

70 . : Communding Officer, 306th Bambardment Group (R), APO 557.

1. Narrative , -

. 306th flew 35 A/C plus 2 PFF as Lead and low Groups of 4LOth
Combat Ving, leading lst Division. Briefed course was followed, ex- '
copt for deviation 5 to 10 miles north en route back, both to avoid
A.A. gun fire areas and to keep clouds between formation and A.A. guns
below. FPollowing take-off at 07403 hours, rendezvous was made 3,000
feet lower than briefed - as instructed. CBii assembly was good. Left
English coast at 5324K ~ OOL2E at 0940 hours, crossed German coast at
54,25N - 0SOLE (5 miles north of course) at 1158 hours. Target at 1305
hours, Dutch coast at 5238N - O436E at l451*hours, English coast 2
miles north of Lowestoft at 1532 hours, Base at 1620 hours.

2, Fighter Opposition and Fighter Support

No enemy fighters were seen. ¥With the exception of P=47s
briefed to pick up formation at the German coast, which did not appesar,.
escort was reported by crews as the best yet., P-5ls met the formation
at 1225 hours south of Lubeck and from that time until erossing the
Dutch coast on the way out some P-51s were always in sight. P-38s were
first met at 1313 hours. north-west of Berlin and escorted &ll the way
out. P-4L7s were met at 1358 hours north-west of Hannover and from that
tims were close and in great numbers. Ve make no claims,

3. A.A. Gun Fire .

Both barrage and tracking A.A. gun fire was encountered from
three minutes before target until four minutes after bombs away. Both
methods of fire control were intense and accurate, damaging 25 A/C, 14
of which received serious damage. The lead Group and PFF plowed into
the middle of the A.A. gun fire, the low Group on the right being in
o the edge of it. Accurate tracking fire was also experienced from Hien-

burg, Dummer Lake, Vechta, and Quackenbruck. The A,A. gun fire from
Dummer Lake was the heaviest yet encountered, the lead navigator, an
experienced observer, reporting A.A. gun fire from many points not
/marked on the map and stating that he bolieves ensxy is attempting to
get up a "flak belt” from Dummer Luke to Bremen through which it will
be impossible to pass without coming into range. Experienced crew
members folt that the mansuvers of the escort in the Dummer Lake dis~- .
trm tz:nded to confuse and throw off A.A. guns under the overcast
co n.

4. Bozb ’
9/10ths cloud cover, top &bout 15,000 feet, made visual
_ bombing at primary impossible. Run was made on secondary by PFF, lead
Group on heading of 225 degrees, low on heading of 242 degrees; low Group



being to the right of Lead Group. At least some orews in Low Group dropped
two or three minutes early.  Pictures from second elemsnt leader, lead
squadron, Low Group show about 40 bursts in open at Mullersfelde, Jjust
north of Blankensfeld, 7 miles north of briefed MPI at Freidrichstrasse
Station. S8ince Lead Group was on left and dropped later it is felt that
bombing of Lead Group was good. Boubing if A/C of Low Group which dropped
at sams time s lead Group was probably much better than pictures above
referred to indicate’,

50 lets
ch 663-V dropped 50 parcels of U.S.G. 31's over secondary.

6. E}e&thor -
Clear, with only slight haze at targel, 9/10ths undercast, tops
about 15,000 feet.

7. Observations
Through & hole in the cloud at approximutely 1430 hours one
crex reports observing two lights, about like headlumps in appearancs,
1light up, then merge into rectangular mirror-like appesurance. Approxi-
mate location 5251N-0542E. A.h. gun fire in area but apparently aimed at
another Wing. Crew claims to have taken picture. Supplemental report to
follow if photograph reveals information. '

8., Alrcraft in Distress '
Our A/C 836-P, pilot Reeder, which sent out distreas calls as
reported by lst Division around 1500 hours, landed in England at leesbon.
Message received around 1500 hours at lst Division regarding
B-17, Group unknown, caking forced landing &t 52388-0L25E at 14,55 was
sent by 306th Lead A/C and acknowledged. Crew saw B-17 ditch about 6
miles off coast due west of briefed point of exit. Saw some one olimb
out on wing. Fighters went down to B-17 which was still floating when
observing A/C passed out of sight, Our A/C at 17,000 feet.
9. - Airborne aiircraft Ret Ear
%/C 776, pilot Coughlin, turned buck at 0947 hours at 52L0N-
O0OOE. Trouble with bomb bay doors. Brought back 10x500. :
A/C 521, pilot Sutton, turned back at 1000 hours at 5215N-0020E .
Changed planes and took off thirty minutes late in new A/C. ¥as unable to
overtake formation. Brought buck 10x500. -
A/C 730, pilot Jorgenson, turned back at 1019 hours ai 5356~
02L1% because of oxygen failure. Brought back 10x500.

10. Dispatched aircraft Rsturning Early .
':Vc 726-0, pilot Fuessel, turned back &t 1110 hours at 5422R-0552E

Oxygen system out to the extent this A/C had lost two' hundred pounds before
reaching altitude. Returned 10x500.
A/C 840-Y, pilot Parks, turned back at 1150 hours &t 5,20N-0820E
at 21,000 fest. Pilot felt plune using excessive gasoline.
A/C 042, pilot Raster, turned back at 1150 hours, 15 miles north
of Heligoland with number 4 engine out. Jettisoned 10x500 at 5425N-0725E.

JOHN A. BAIRNSFATHER,
Me jor, Air Corps,
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. 2 WEHATIONAL REFORT o~ e TV
/1' s C.G.1lst Bomb Division
upn 40th Combat Wing
) Attention A-2
4/C 663~V dropped 50 parcels ¥.S.G3l'e over secondary,

9/10ths cloud cover, top about 15,000, made visuul bombing at primary
impossible. Run was mude on secondary by EFF, lead group on heading of 225,

Low on heading of 2,2, @38 low group being to the right of lead group. At

leact some crews in low group dropped two or three sinutes early, Pictures

from second element leader, lead squadron, low group show about 40 bursts

in open &t Mullersfelde, Jjust north of Blankensfeld, 7 miles north of briefed
MPI at Freidriclstrasse sStation. Since leud group was on left and dropped

later it {5 felt that bombing of Lead Group was good. Bombing of 4/C of low group
which dropped at same time us Lead Group was probably much better that pletures
#bove referred to indicate,

306th flew 35 A/C plus 2 PFF us lead and low groups 40th Combat Uing leading
1st Division. X ( 3 YEd )

No enemy fighters were seen. With the exception of P-47's briefed to pick up
formation at the German Toust, which did not appear s escort wus reported by

crews as the best yet, P-51's met the formation at 1225 hours south of Lubeck and
fron that time until crossing the Dutch coast on the wuy out some P-51's were XXij
alwuys in sight, P-38's were first met at 1313, north-west of Berlin and escorted
all the way out, P=47's vere met at 1358 north-west of Hannover and from that time
were close and in great numbers. Ve make no cladms, ’

Poth barrage and trucking ....fire was encountered frow: thres winutes befars
target unidl four sunutes afver bLombs aw.y, Both methods of fire control were
intense and sccurate, danaging 25 #/C, 1 of vhich received serious damags,

The lead Group and PFF plowed into the middle of the flak, the low group on the
right, being on the edge of it, accurate tracking fire vas also experienced

from Nienburg, Dummer Luke, Vechta, and Quackenbmuck, The a.z fire from Dummer
Luke area was the heuviest yet encountersd » the luad navigator, an experienced
observer, reporting fluk fron nuny points not riarked on the map and stating thst
he believes eneny is sttempting to set up a "fluk belt" from Dummer Lake to

ExipY Bremen through which it will be impossible to pass without coming into
Tange. Experienced crew membars felt that the maneuvers of the escort in the Dummer
Lake district tended to confuse and throw off flak guns under the overcast conditic

5¢ E Cleur, with only slight haze at target, phwe 9f10ths‘ tops about 15,000 feet.

6.

7.

Through & hole in the omesmeest at approximutely 1430 nours one crew reports
observing two lights, about like headlamps in appearance, light up, then

merge into rectangular oirror like appearanve. Approximute location 5251N x
0542%. Fluk in area but apparently aimed at another wing. Crew claims to have take
picture. Supplenental report to follow if photograph reveals information,

RONTE.

COURSE

306th flew lead and low groups of 4Oth Combat wing.

Briefed course wus followed, excopt for deviation 5 to 10 miles North en route
back, both to avoid flak areas and to keep clouds betwieen formation and fluk guns
below. Following take-off at O740 1/2, rendezvous was made 3,000 feet lower than
briefed--as instricted., Cp7 assenbly was good. Left English coast at 5324N x
00128 at 0940, crossed Germsan coast at 54,25N x OBOLE (5 miles north of course) at
1158. Target at 1305, Dutch Coast at 52384 x OL3BE at 1451, Bnglish coast 2 miles 1
north of Lowestoft at 1532, Base at 1620. -

A/C in distress,
Our A/C 836-P, pilot Reeder, which sent out distress calls as reported by lst RixD
Division around 1500 hours, landed in England at JJ0IGAYN Leesbon.
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" AIRCRAFT COMBAT MISSION REPOR?

22 March, 1944
, ‘ (DATE) . |
G sen. TYPE | sERIAL [PLAK | 20001 303 | Socar| socav! .| Davs
. A/c | wo. ‘ FIRE | SEELL EST
— ASES ;L) 2

367th | B176| 4238129 | SEv| o] o | o | o aYcrawved ar RETTIESIEN
367th | B 17G) 42-32099 | SEV| 0 o] o o
367th | B 17| 42-38042 | ABORTED; nternall failure of Ho. 4 ebgine
367th | B 170 42-38163 | Nor|namaceb !

367th | B176{ 4237902 [sev | o | o o] o al/c LARDRD unmﬁsnm
367th | BA7G | 42-31726 ABORIED: en bressurk drogied fronl@ to 125 lbs,
363%8 | B 17G | 42-31469 | RoT|DAMA i

367th | B17G | k2-3L45 | Wor mm&:

ilot réported|plane [to be ubing exces$ive gasoli:
B83Ith | B 17G | 42-37840 | AoRfED; dn refu found td have aYeraged Ly_ggg:m 5

. ; 36eth | B 170 | 42-37836 | sev{ amckarr rdwoEp of iETstoN he

ilot. reportedjthat 8 were opened
368th | B 17G | 42-39776 Mm: wauld not closed Gr che: H ope .

Bé8th | B:17G | 42-32113 | six| o o o 0

368th | B 170 |42-38155 | sEV| 0 | o o |o

368th | B 276 {42-31700 | 8EV| 0 | © o |o N

368th | B 176 [42-38093 | sev| o | o o |o

368th | B 176 |42-31556 | SLI| © o o | o

368th | B 176 | 42-31690 | SLI| O 0 o |o

369th | B 176 {42-31385 | SLI | © 0 o |o

369th 1B 176 |42-3189, | SLI | O 0 0 0

369th |B 17F {42-3382 | SEV] O 0 0 0

369th | B 17G {42-31901 | SBV | O 0 0 0

369th | B 176 |42-3809 | SLX | 0 ) oo

369th_|B 179 |4230730 | spoprin: odentioths axyehn cadulator jasct

369th B 176 |42-31558 | SLI | © ol sux|o

369th |B 176 |4297663 | SLI | © 0 oo

423rd |B 176G |42-31444 | SEV V] 0 0 ]

423rd |B 176 {42-39850 | SEV | O 0 o fo

423rd |B 176 1,2.9723 SEV 0 0 o) 0 4 I

423rd 1B 176 |u2-31418 | SBV | © 0 oo | |
'm'-.{. SEVERE  SLIGHT FLAK 20w ,303 50Cal  50Cal
mTutF@ P vy, 25 | S N‘” ;2:;. .

x MISSING ABORTIONS <
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