HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (a)
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APO 634
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SUBJRCT: Intelligence Narrative,
Mission: N. W, France. 28 February, 1944

70 ° : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (i)

l. BEarrative
2], A/C of the 306th Bombardment Group took off at 1234 hours. They
erossed the English Coast at Beachy Head at 1357; Btretat, 1420; I.P. us briefed;
unable te identify target on first run due to hase and 5/10 to 7/10 cloud.
Squadrons thereafter preceeded individually as follows.

) A. lead Squadron made 360 degrec turn, passing through flak fringe
north of Reusn. Déespito severe flak damange the lead ship led the squadron in
two additional runs over target in attempt to bomb, cleuds preventing. They
then turned for homo passing 8 milss east of Feoamp, at 1510; two miles east eof
Newhaven, 1542; bape at 1628, :

B, High Squadron formed of 10 A/C turmed left, passing morth ef

- origingl XI.P. in 360 degree turn; spotted terget on second run only 13 sscenis

before passing over it; repesated a full turn to left and dropped bombs as
noted in paragraph on bombing belew. Frem target they headed for base, arriving
east of Beachy Head at 1545 hours; base at 1640 hours, ~

y C. Low Squadron followed lead equadron on second run over target,

'then made three mere complets runs unable bo identify target positivelyj finally

bombad target No. 106, Enemy coast was crossed at 49° 53'N., 00° 50'B., 1519
hours; base et 1654 hours.

2. git a. to rt
No enemy fighters were seen, P-38's, P-47's and P-51's provided area
suppert. Spitfires and Typhoons also seen. We make no olaims. _

- g
, . Ble acourate flak frem vicinity of Rouen caused most of our
damage, Other flak reported from Pauville, Lillebonne, and Ivetet.

bhe Bonb_i_ﬁ
' Good ing is revealed by photographs on target Ne. 106 by low

Squadron, & heavy concentration falling in the westeran part of target area and
shipload in the eastern part. Photographs show iHish Squadron's bombs concen~
trated on road junction three and a third miles east of Yerville on road to
Totes. Lead Squadron did not bomb. 5/10 cloud cover made target identification
extrenely difficult. Lead squadron made 3 runs over primary, olouds meking a
bemb run impossible. High squadron also made 3 runs, finally drepping on above
noted Jjunction., low squadron after 3 full twns in effort to positively idoentify
primary, headed north searshing for a similar target, and picked up above-noted

:argct of opportunity through the clouds Jjust in time to make a brief but effest-
Yé IMfuR. :
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. 5. !;oather, .
5/10s cloudo made both target identification and boab runs very
difficult, '

6. Alreoraft net
, alroraft brough% back a total of 71 x 500 H.E, bombs as follows; 4/0
Jhhly; 12 x 500 H.E.; 4/C #539, 12 x 500 HeEe3 A/C #5522, 12 x 500 H.B.3 A/C #042,
were

12 x 500 H.B.5 A/C #063, 1) x 500 H,B.; 4/C £301 12 x 500 H.E.; 13 bombs

Jottisonod as follows; 4/C #5035, 12 x 500 H.E. in English Channel, after serious
flak damage to A/Q; A/g/mgf Sotmonod 1 x 500 due to shopt qi;ouit in toggle
switch. . )
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