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HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMRARDMENT GROUP. (H) "' -
Office of tha:;“?°11189n3!j01§10qr'_3-Jw

¥ - United Stutbp .Fa'rc.aa" T T,

APO 557
30 April, 1944,

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative, g
Missions Lyons A/F, France; 30 April, 1944,

70 ¢ Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), aPO 557.

1. Harrative

7 A/C of the 306th Group took off at 0648 hours, flying low squadron
in high composite group of Llst Composite Wing. Course wus approximately as
vriefed throughout. Planes returned to base at 1416 hours.

2. Fighter Opposition and Fighter Support
4 made two attomps to attack the formation. The first was immed-

lately countered by fighter escort., The second tooy: advantuge of the brief and
only absence of fighter support during the mission. However, enesy pilots ucted
ralher green and inexperienced. Near Orleans, 0916 hours, 3 S/E E/A made one
pass at low or lead group, without firing a shot, and hotly pursusd by P-47'g,
At 1155 between Nevers and ‘Orleans, a glancing attack by tvio yellow-nosed W
190's was made on this Squadron from 11 ofclock high. One group fired green-
green flares, snd friendly fighters on Channel C stuted that they would be there
in about three minutes, 4t 1158 about 50 Fyi 190's, quequing up out of range at

6 o'clock, failed to press altacks, apparently due to appearance of P-47's. Ve
clvim 1-0-1-0,

3« A.A. Gun Fire .
No anti-aircraft fire was experienced Ly our a/C.

L Bombing

The high group virtually wiped oul section of target assvigned to it;
alizost the entire area on the vestern side of the field, from 94th CBW MPI to
our MPI being covered with a close concentration which covered ammunition dump
as well, Only one or two hungars at nerth end of fleld wre visible on sirike
photes. Lead pilot reported that two hanguars were lifted vodily into the air
by 1,000 pounders. 2 hangars under lead CHi's MPI huve roofs blasted off and
field around them ig heavily cratered,

5. Neather

Visibility wus very good and light scattered cloud in Lurget ares was
no hindrance to bombing.,

“; 6. Leaflets
~$ No leuflets carried on French target,
o
S 7. 4/C In Digtress
B~17 from high squadron (92nd Group) ut 1158 on course neur Orieans,
hit by enemy fighters, cuught fire and went into 4 apin, then divintegrated.
It hud been straggling at the time, One chute out.
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NARRATIVE SECTION "B" 30 APRIL 1944
PRIORITY
T™: C. G. lst BB DIVISION (. 4%
LOth COMBAT WING =5
, Juat e
ATTN: A=2
. ‘ 1. No leaflkets carried to French turget.

2, High Group virtually wiped out section of targst agsigned to it;
almost the entire area on Lhe western side of the i‘ie&h, from 94th CBW MPI

to our MPI being govered with a close concentration which coveored aumunition

2356, Section 3.3,

NARA 'Da.to/

dump as well, Only one or two hangurs at horth end of fiald are visible on
were
strike photos. Lead pilot reported that THE hangaus ¥ew Liftod bodily inbo

the air by 1000 pounders. 2 hangurs undor leud CBW's MPI have roofs blasted

’Ummm:
7C

) off and field around them is heavily cratered.
§ 3. 1306th flew 7 a/c in low squudron in high composite group of 4lst

£ 7

Composite Wing. E/A pade two attempts to attack the formation, The first was

15

immediately countered by fighter emcort. The second took advantage of‘ the .

weven, Svemy Polsle acld yolfiin g n amd e J
brief aés‘c‘iéﬁlﬁbaence of tighter support during tho nission X Neur Orleans,

0916 hours, 3 8/e e/a mude one pass at low or leud group, without firing &

%( " By A7

shot, and hotly pursued by P-47's. At‘ 1155 vetween Nevers und Orleans, a
glancing attack by two yellow-nosed Wi 190's wus wadyq on this squadron from
: 11 oclock high. Onegroup fired green-green flures, snd friendly fiylters on
Channel C stated that they would be thers in about three minuts. At 1158
about 50 FW 190's und Me 109's, queuing Vup oul of runge at & o'clock, failed
to press attacks, appurently due to sppearance of P-47's. We claim 1-0-1-0.
L. No unti-sircraft fire was experienced by our afc.
5. Visibilily very good and light scattered cloud in tar{;et. ures
was no hindrance to bombing.
6. None

7. Route
306th flew low squadron in high composite group leud by 306th. Course

was approximately as briefed throughout.

A/C in Distrese.
B-17 from high squadren (92nd Group) at 1158 on course near Orleans,

hit by enemy fighters, caught fire and went into & spin, then KXEXMLERIEKR
disintegrated, IL had been straggling at the time, One chute seen.

John A Buirnsfather
Mujor, A.C.
QGroup S=2.
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?B:'UTIVE ORIER '@560 Section 3,30
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STAND BY FOR B/C

;mp-aocwvnm NR 18 P
FROM COMBOMGR THREE HUNDRED SIX 3016553
TO COMBOMDIV ONE

COMBATWIG FORTY
ATTENTION 8 A-2

306BG P=325eD" MRRM‘IVE SBCTION "B"
ie NO LEAFLETS’CARRIE] Y'I'O FRENCH

P
=
858
2
E4
~3
2
L
g
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' PHOTOS, LEAD PILOT T THO
HANGARS, VERE 'LIFTED BODILY INTo THE AIR BY 3000 POUNDERSe 2 HANGARS
IDER LEAD CBU™S NP1 HAVE BOOFS BLASTED OFF AND FIELD AROUND THEM IS

- 3¢ 306TH FLEW 7 A/C_IN LOV SQUADRON IN mu COMPOSITE GROUP OF 43ST
 (OMPOSITE WINGe E/A MADE' TWO ATTEMPTS TO ATTACK THE FORMATIONs THE

P .
TIRST AS- INMEDIATLY COUNTENED BY. FICHISR LorCRTe T SECOND_TOODXXXXKX
T0OK ADVANTAGE OF THE SRIEF AMD-ONLY ABSENCE OF PIGHYER SUPPORT
DURING THE MISSIONe HOWEVER , EWERY ENEMY RATHER GREEN
AND INEXPERIENCEDe mom.z&us osxsnomaslz ;nsn: A MADE ONE
PASS AT LOV OR LEAD GROUP; WITHOUT FIRING A° SHOT, AND HOYLY PURSUED

EY Bei7'Se AT 1198 BETWEER NEVERS: AND ORLEANS, A’GLANCING ATTACR BY T90
YELLOW AnRon ¥ROM §4 0*CLOCK. RIGHs
O GROUP FIRED CREENSGREEN FLARES, AND JRIEMILY FIGHTERS ON CHAMMMEL C
STATED nmm:gwuwaznmm (LT HINTEs AT 1156

ABOUT %0 ¥ '§ QUEUING UP OUT OF RANCE AT'S 0'CLOCK , FAILED To
msssamcxs. APPARENTLY DUE T0 APPEARANCE OF Ms.wé

b 0N RTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE WAS EXPERIENCED BY OUR A/Ci
S VISIBILITT VERY GOOD-AND LIGHT SCATTERED o §% TARGET AREA
s N0 HINDRANCE TO BOPBIIG

6o
Te ROUTE =~
‘ 306TH FLEW LOW SQUADRON IN RIGH GOHPOSITE GROUP LEAD B‘I 305THe
gggagg gltis APPROX!MATELY AS BRIEFED THROUGH
B=17 FROH HIGR SQUADRON ‘92ND GROUP) AT 1158 ON COURSE" NEAR ORLEANS,
HIT BY ENEMY FIGHTERS, CAUGHT FYIE AND WENT INTO A SPIN, THEN
DISINTEGRATED o IT HAﬁ BEEN STRAGGLING AT THE TIMEe ONE CHUTE SEEN,

BT 3016158
AS

& PARA 3 AFTER 50 YU 190%S 20D LINE FRON END xmr cone AMD XXX
A miznxos's. QUEUING UP  ETC

AS FOR R
80CBY R MnunSOl?aSB RJA AR

E‘l?& uoonudﬂl‘&/ 3017358 BILLIE AR

P e s 0 b v e
T Ar . ma s g - -
-+ - TTUNNS CES R et o e e vt St e % =+ —————



" COLBAT FCRM

Squadren_ 36742 Place where attacked yeos ol euns——
A/C No. 0993 Tine__ 3000 Hedght 34,4

g
g

D‘ u-\ 'It'D i

| !

MARA Date/

(Include above how E/s attacied; how c.osz he came; \i‘hm‘t. -he-was— _‘:;‘.‘:_,l
hit; how much he i was damaged; and how he looxed and acted going away)

2, Diagram af attuck: On Diagram, show.

a, vtich of our 4/C was atiacked;
b, Direction of E/A attack;

¢, Sun pssition,

74
—

CUTIVE QRDER 12356
sz @
S
/

"~
M‘
=

b

2

LData on Coubnt

a, our heaalrn:

b, visibility ¢

X L e, type of 5/ u_ U-209———

d, level ef ilt.n:n..l o3
From high avave Otcleck
level U'clock

3. Our Gun Positions Fiving on E/A. (Check below Olelock
One) vwery low O'clock

‘Names 8/5gtvBe-L )Btﬂ.n
Positions BalleTurret-Cummes
, L. If E/A was Shot Down or Damaged:
Corroborated by 1t Jo D, Yeloh

Position in A/C Bewbardies
Other A/C firipg at the saue time?

By ALL5
()
]
b
b_a
-

Fa]
b

I

-

"TULASSFIED PER

5., Comments of the interregater:

If formation was very diff- Time Lt logg Interrogater_

erent from standard, show en
back of sheet,
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| COMBAT FORM

k

=k

Gnow\
. Squadren_‘gggey
A/C No, m. :

;
‘.

”

Pt 0 ——

Place where attacked ~—Near-Grlonng—
Time 17,000 Height, 258 —

L._Story of the “tt“k’w

: . (Include above how E/a altacked; how ciose hg cane; wlef
i hit; how mych he was damaged; and how he looied and

2. Diagram of _attack: On Diagram, :how,

CRDER 12356, Section 3.3,
NARA Dete/

8. Sun pesition,

Data on Coabst
8. our headi

From high

3+ Our Gun Positions Fipine on E/a, (Check

. below

Positions

4y which of oup 4/C was at
X b, Direction of E/i attack
£ X :

" One) very low 0
‘Names !Q‘ br-Yv-Covees

.
3

nghmb—u—__
b, '.'isibility ‘

¢, tvpe of E/a \'ﬂs ‘99‘

d. level of attack;

abave g Olcleck
level _Ofcloek

Olelock
Yelock

. ":, ) : 4e If E/A vias Shot Down ey Daraged;

Corroborated by ﬁ‘ﬂsﬁ d le_Robhing

Position in a/¢ Right vaigs Gunngy

Other A/C firipg at the Same tine?

5. Comments of the interrogat_:o;': De atroped \

Ty

——3s8- 18, Negy. _

"_Intgrrqgater_.

(

tacked;
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" INTERRCGATION FOR:

SQUADRON 367 _3683036%006&% 4/C Nunbers:, 129

Bomb Luad__:)‘___x__luo.o_p_'__h-E. Tidons
Hae Taok °ff___06=38 Time Landed

HOT m‘...u'S to be phonea m? Yes o

i arw hd of dist.ress.

/ fm )ﬁ ‘7‘- CHEw:

/

_Letter L Cote_April 30, 194)

Position in Formation

X .
@, r
A X X X X

X X X X -
X X X
X

Give Ranl. end Initials

¥
(Give position, tj Z“itu'e, {

1st Lt, R. J. Somervi lle \/\lot

1st Lt, W B. But.tcrflej.d Gc-—P

d talls)
it

Observed RESULTS OP BU“BIE.\.-. "I‘ * b is D

Bombs

Other Bombing:

Any PI-I'GTO"G}-LaPHS takens

lst Lt. G, L. Feltz Nav,
Capt., E Jensen Bemb
v/
" T/sgt. 0. W. Cooper Raiic
TARCET ATPACKED: : i
o /d L/S/ T;’S;;L. A, 1, Jones ‘l/ Tep
Primary Time: ‘ ! : ' _ v’
07 5/8gt. C. H. Gillespie Ball T
Alternate  Height: 2 AL s
? S/dgte J. D.. Puskur R, Waist
Last Repart deading 2 - A
(circle) ) ‘J/‘dgt. F.R. Scarpuace ¢ L. Waist
Durat,:.on Eqmb Run; g :
. S/8gt. Pe Seymanski Tail G.
Number ci"BO':.-ik‘.\S dr:ppta-d on targ,et-' Jettisoned:  Returnegq: . Abortive:

7

any Nicksls: - — Yes__ No
E Hunber hoxzs crojpped
HWaroor Lox2s returned

;HOd'HJ TAhL:ﬂ,TS ATTACKED BY EUI'}'.CR... aliD KESULTS:

. RLUTE (If different than ordered)

§.. HEATHER: (If it affected ¢

(1f ,.oar_v.,
ﬁf t?ﬂn, reasyn for returning early, and Disposition of bemos.)

Gl it st fom et

give time, place, neight

9+ FLaK: _.Jncounteraa on way out, at uarg,nt. and cn way home,
Time = Place Height . iype (light, Color Location {oiixne:
' ' of: heavy), intense, of Bursts in re~ e
A/C oderate or Bursts lation to 4/C -
P i ’ ’;h.;bilr i ; ;
LI 7rs 0] B 78 ‘

Ll

\i

Crew observations -abcﬁ_t_zﬂl-‘lak; il




® INTRHROGATION FOR: @

SQUADRON_367 JGRXGEEINLZX 4#/C Numbers:. 259 Lotter_Q Pate30 speid, 194 "

Bemb Lead_5 x 1000 H,E, . Ingand, 2 Position in Formation
Tine Took off_06:38 Tine Landed /4/& % & X % X
) A X X X
1. HOT IESS to be phoned in? Yes o X X X L -
Letails: - X X X X
o ow X X

Clili:  Glve Hank end Initisls

Friendly 4/C in any kind of distress:

\

\

5 | (Give position, time, altitude, full' lst Lt. i. 1. Hanson Pilot
§ ‘ A’\ ‘ details) : é_____ t : ; .P
S N j/ = / 2od Lt. Re ¥, Cox o=
» 8 L7 /I8 O sy v
R & . ’é J/’( 2mi_ Lt. V. J. Kiely , L’]Na‘,r.
E‘\ ' / e ;“ et ' F/0 A, J. Clarke Borb
5 g v T/sgl. Co D. 0'halley I\'7'Eaiit:n
| R. TARGET ATPACKED: g , e
L T . 1/Sgt. Re L. Maxwell Tep P
EQ Primary Time ¢ /&'»’9/5 FERTE ‘ AL
j : ‘ _ S5/5gt, D. F. Urban Ball T
g% AlLternate __Heightl: AL f’éc} AT e, i -
j ; S/Sgt. J. T. Hamilton R. Laist
| . ‘Last Regart Heading: 2,/ 2. g,
E %l ' k foirele) S/ogl. J. F. Bskew . Waist
Duration Bomb Run; = = v,
S8/5gt. D. M. Bloise Tail G,

5. Number of BQLES dropped on wrge%[é}ettisoned: Returneg:

i %» Observed RESULTS OF BUMBING: (For thls plane or othiers)"
Ovin Bombs ; C&/{/ ///?”ﬂ

Otperlsemb'i'gg: _-; M A
Any 'puoToamms Qoss ’f’q’@mq

5,

; 6. GROUND TARGETS ATTACKED BY GUIFLHE wiD KESULTS: eIl

~f turn; reason-for returning early, and

8, MEATHER: (If it affecdteg missicn) 2
’ra

9y FLAK: Encountered on way“su ‘at target‘and on way feme,
ZAh J } & 3

— any Nickels: Yes
Number boxes drojypea
Humber Box2s returned

A wiwe)-»fz{ e A

7. ROUTE. (If different than ordered) (If aBOﬁTIVE'giV6 tine, place, neight
Disprsition of bemos., )

Abortive:

Yes o

S - e

|

"Time  Place Height Type (light, Color Location emiienc:
- . 8T heavy), intense,  of Bursts in re~
A/C moderate op Bursts:  "'latden to 4/C
; Sliﬁ{htu
p— \ - ) ST ',.r ¢

Grew observatians about Flak: \

N

B v



SN PO — iz

10. FNILY I'IGHT,R OPPOSITIUN‘ : /% /7
s g/% k
L ——— jﬁ- éq‘
) (Est.imated total number of EfA seen) (T, pes)

-"’Wé d?‘/é 20 s/ /WM(( 7/? W/ T
/Mjbocation and len:,th of

.../2 21“}1,20,@, Aol &W /

4 e s vt
k- D /"/V A W/&,Waéé&% @éd’ayma’(

o (Tactics L‘./A!:; Af‘ / W

W/Ww.f Mléy(

N
3 Ve
8.' {(Color, markmgs, et.c. of E/R)
E Q} eL \ £ B g
§ R B ' (Ouf defensive zaction) DESTROYZD | N\ oo
\'3 — PROBAILY,
N - oS
B A IR : (Fi11 out iumedi J.te_x

2a>nrats CLaly FOIG. for |
gach claim, |

1
,

r]gz

11, FIC "‘IGHTER SUPPORT

/@ %ﬂﬁ
TJ

1

.12, Q;B;E@VATT_O_ES_'. Give T:"L.u, PLACE HEIGKT (List any observetions cof Lulit'u Y
importance such as balloons, deco:s, dumaies, cawouflage, emole screens, enar
signals; activity at airdrames, ports, watervweys, roads, railroad yerds; cor

centrations of vehicles, troops, vessels; lu.ndnnrks, new enamy installetiens,

13, INCID:NTS TO FREZDLY a/C: (If one of our A/C lent, state whether oy A.a.,
E/a action, accident or Undstermined Cause)

[ B17 g L4,

14, INJURIES TO CRE': (Give neme, pcs sifien in A/C,.typs of injury, how
' . received, PLaCE and TL.E,)

15.
15, DulaGh TO A/C:  (Briefly)

16, TECHNIGAL FM : / W W
CREY CUM'T/ L.sue.l incid;nts" _

17. ADY SUuE estions")

————————t

§-2 OFFICER _K/M («ZJV?'C_ L 08 PLTSD_
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INTERROGATION FORY ‘
SQUADRON ' 367 _SGRI03HR0HR% 1a/C uumbex«.-:,lBB “Totter W rate 30 April, 194k

Bomb Load_ 3 X 1000 u E, m . Position )i{n Formation

Time Took oi‘f 06 38 Ti,me Landed Zﬁ @ X X . X .
X

HOT HEMS to be-phoned in? Yes X X P

eaila' X X
2/ bl i 9,,/5:40-.4.‘.__ ' RS
_ ’ / % “% 7’ /’/6?#-‘ / %cm.. Give hank end Initials .

! Friendly A/C in any kind of distress; L v
| (Give posit.ion, time, altitude, ful]. - 18t Lt'.. Be Vﬁ' C. ““8?9 ._Pilot

\\ detajls) 1st Lb. P. G. Griswold A/(;).p
//". R C IR . .  2“<1 Lt.‘ G v Cler.:m‘le'nts ‘Vuav.
' ‘ ' éﬂd'm,. R. o. Dunkni.ch VBomb
/..»gt. R. P. Ashwood n_\/ Radlc

Q. TARGFT kT‘!‘ACKBDz o v '

'l/.Sgt. R. Re Hollistor Tep g

Primary . I o ‘Hl—
M.ternato Haggng; 20,{00.

s/Sgt. W, S, Landmm ‘/)ml T
o/sgt. B0 1 ‘

.. . last Report Heading: /¢° [\,.,7 CT o
“ " {eircls) . Adie  $/sgt. R.
Duration Bemb Runt S

5/5gt . Vi,

A "

,\ Number ¢f. BOLBS droppedfon tarset; Jettisoned: Returned:  Abortive:

t‘h'is' plane or others)

Own Boibs ; M7’ A - .
: A——' -
. : ‘ : any Nicksls:  Yes_ _Ne

,' Othex- Bombins: o - . Humbcr voxes dropped
) ‘Num.)or sS0%2s returned

(s Observed RESULTS OF BUHBING

© 5. Any PH()TOGlmP}{S taken: Yes? lo?
6, GROUND TAR[:E.TS ATTacxw BY GUI.M:(;:. uuD hnbULTu:

7. ROUTL (Ix different than ordered) (If ABORI‘IVE give time, place, heig?‘t,
: . '\f turn; reassn for rat.urnin._, earl,y, and Disgosltion of bcmos.)

¢, WEATHER: (If it affected mission) . . |
9. FLAK! Enéounté;-ed on way out, at arget and en way home, ‘
Time = Place He:.ght, — qype (light, Coler Tocation T XRCY
_ " “ef . heavy), intenge,  of . Bursts. in Te~
S veTloe A/G" ‘moderate or Bursts - latden to a/C
' . SN < -‘S&’ht. . \ .
: A R R

.Ghew abservations about Flak:




k5 © INTEHROGATION FORE %

) i
Y SQUADRON 367 1B68U036300023 #/C Numberaiy 099 Lotter S Date April 30, 1914
Ny mSES % ; T
! Ir\\_) l‘ Bomb Lead_ 5 x 1000 H.E, iInecud, Position in Forpatian
\ i e sy X
) i Time Took off 06:38Time Landed ' z %X X
Rad XX X X X
e 4. HOT NEWS to be phoned in? Yes Mo @ X X X -
b T Deta. Det.aila. X % X X

13-/ 7 M X X
4«;;5 %7 ?4( Vale T CRE.: Give Rank end Initials

Friendly 4/C in any kind of distress:

(Give position, t:.me, dltituua, full 1st Lt. R. B. Malsom Pilot
details) | ' <t A
2nd Lt . H. Jacobs /CoP
v’
lst Lt. J. C. Fowler o+ Nave.
A
1st It..J. D. Welch Bonmb
_T/Set. i Goldberg \"/ Radie
. €, TARGET ATPACKED: ; \/
[ ; L T/sgt. B. L. Fulmer Tep P
Gr?&na.x_‘;} Time: /O ‘/) il v
......... - - : S/sgt. . L, Selton °©  Ball T
Alternate .. Height: 2. o 700 T N
o S/sgt+ J. J. Robbins ., R, Waist
Last Resort Heading: [3° e
fcircle) .:i/.‘.igt. C. Walters . L. Waist
Duratian Bomb Run: ' v
' / Y 2 T $/Sgt. J. . Corcoran Tail G,
8. DNumber of BOLES dropped’ on Jantwonec._: Returned:  Abortive:
ol 4. Observed RESULTS OF BULIENGT (Jor this plane or others)

Owin Bombs: W[/WJW Mmmuw 1"7~ "%’-ﬂﬁ\_

ot 2 Lt-u’w
dny Nickels: Yes o

Other Bombang.l w. WM/W ? Number boxes drc“:‘é_a_

,-ﬂ?bzsm"\- M’Q&; Humber Soxss returned
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Crew ob‘sé'x'vétj.‘:‘mg. ‘Qabout‘. Flak:




-

<

v
.

INTEIHCGATION F

A

ORk

é

S
‘

Bemb Lead 5 x 1000 h,E, mikesd,
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' A X X X X
4. HOT NEWS to be phoned in? Yes Ho . X > G § X
_ " Detaile: & X x-
N X - X
e 8 .
B4 - OKEw: Give Rank and Initials
o Friendly 4/C in any kind of distress; v
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i 2nd Lt. M. J. Rahn Co~P
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2nd Lt, R. R (xusta:.son ‘\,'a-.r.

i

lst. Lt. H. Ra LBgOHSPfi Bermb

N
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ﬂ
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ﬁ
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