_ HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligunce Offiocar
United States Forces

APY.634
7 danunry, 1944

* SUBJECT: Intelligenoce Report,

70 t Coomanding Officey, 306th Bombardment Group (H)

lu ative
% %0 of 306th Bomb Group, including 3 spares, took off at 0835

hours., Due to lead Group's leaving English Coast two minutes early, 4Oth Combat
¥ing formation did not pull together until mid-channel. From that point, 4Oth
Combat Wing was appraximately on course to target, oxsopt for orossing enemy
coast 5 miles south of briefed point-——near Haamsteadt. Following target (two
minutes late),this Wing was pushed somemhat North of course for briefed period
by great quantity of other B-17e coming off target. Rest of course was
approximiately as briefed. .

2.

: results were wwbserved dus to 10/10 eloud cover. 21 A/C of
306th Qroup dropped bombs well bunohed when abreast of FFF flares fired by lead
Group (92nd). Flares could be seon from lst Combat Wing almoot from I.P, Owr
A/C 245-K, Pilot Symons, flew and bombed with lead (92nd) Group. Lead Group's
bozbs were also well bunched. Pictures show solid cloud.

30 ters
no enexy fighters were seen. As our formation nsared the
I.P., two 8/B fighters, probably ME 109s, climbed above tho clouds to within
about 2,000 ft. altitude, but stayed & considerable distance behind. P-38s
dove on thea and they ducked into clouds. Hear the I.P. and again at 1235, one
FW 190 was ceen in the distance, but no attacks were made on this Group. We
nake no claim.

he e ter Support
Fighter support was magnificent and ulmost for the first time, there
were no gaps in the escort, friendly fighters actually overlupping at neeting
points. Priendly fighters were with formation on entire trip as bLriefed. Lead
Pllot states that he saw 50 P=38s at one time. At another, 100 P=4T7s.

5. e..l, Qun Fire
derate to ense A.A. gun fire at targot was the most accurate yet
encountered on any FFF mission, possibly dus to two ME 109s which flew at &
distance from the formation at altitude and whioch may have bsen used a3 A.A.
gmiuctou. Yodsrate and inasccurets A.A. gun fire was also encountered near
]

6, ropraft Ret Ray:
(¥ ot lst Lt G, DiBetta twrned back at 1020 hours altit
19,000 ft.-coordinates 51°47'N - 03%50'B, This ship was schaduled ug cp;ro and“d.
there was :70-5;;; _30 £i1) in, all bombs returned.

y Pllot 2nd Lt R.F. Clark took off at ho urned
baock and landsd at 0931 hours after discovering that p&tbtog?zzo uau:B;t?.;‘J.t :ovcrod
Took off again at 0938 hours but could not find Group. Yurnad back 40 mnutes
pust Clacton &t 10494 hours, wltitude 18,000 ft. ALl boaba returned.

For the COMIANDING OFFICER

JOHN A, BAXRMSFATHER,
xadorl m -
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PIANES ON MISSION OF THIS DATE ' - -

' 367th Squadron (H):
" B17F 42-31025 - SmallFlak o Bulkhead 6A on lower right side, SLIGHT DAMAGE

’

4 ~ Bl7G 42-31236 - SMA1l Flak to Bombag compartment, Flek hit bombd release rods hit.
2 Top side of right innmer wing hit by flak, SERIOUS DAMAGE. _

3
X - 36.8th Squedron (B):

. e

.

. B17G 42-31168 =  Not damaged

.

B17 42-31454¢ - SERIOUSLY DAMAGED: fudder and elevator control cables hit by flak.

¢

AN .

B17G 42-37943 'SLIGIT FIAK: Right horifontal ‘stabilizer hit by flak. -

t .
SLIGHT FLAK: R. aeliron-hit by flak. No. 4-6-8- push rod housings
of No. 4 eng. hit by flak., Bmpty 50 oal shell dam, to No. 2 eng. cowle
Slight flak damage to rudder. R..horiz. stab. hit by flak, Exkix
SLIGHT FLAK: No. 4 engine hit by flak.

V. B17G 42-39776

', 7 BITF 42930451

" Bl7G 42-37636 NOT DAMAGED

SLIGHT FLAK: No. 2 eugine nacelle and waist gun compt. hit by flak

-+ B170 42-31363

NOT DAMAGED

T ———————

. BL7G 42-31245

369th Squadron (H)s

TERCEOGAXAX -~  Flak damage to skin above nose section. EmptySO Cel damage
B 17F-42-30730 to nose window, SLIGHT DAMAGE

B17G 42-39965 =~ Small flak hit left side of fuselage near wing root. SLICHT DAMAGE

. B 17F-42-316S Slipght damage caused by empty 50 Cal shell case to right horiz.
steb. and left elev trim tab. SLIGHT DAMAGE
Not demaged

BLTF 42-30939

B17G 42-37953 NOT . DAMAGED.

.
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- N6¥ daziaged.
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~ " Left out wing hit by empty 50 gal shell case. SLIGHT DAMAGE

b ..

423rd Squadron (H): . ST

B17G 42-39945

B17G 42-31388

Bl7F 42-30431

B17G 42-31639

'B17G 42-89963

' . . : O - A .
-«  NOT DAMAGED ' '

) : a . o ’ : N

- Left dut wing hit by flak, Right elev, hit by flak. R. horig.
8tab hit by flak. Bombardiers window hit by flak., No. 2 Prop.
-hit by flak, DAMAGE SLIGHAT, L e ]
- Left out, wing hit by fluk, L. inner wing near fuselage hit by Flak.
Right out. wing hit by flak. L. rudder hit by flak, SLIGHT DEMAGE.

- Aborted- (Personnel failure): Pilot got lost from formg.tign-.
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W
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- Right out wing, Fjak.. Left cut wing, flak, SLIGHT DAMAGE.-.

\ B17G 42-35615 <  Left rudder hit by flak. SLIGHT DAMAGE, Do L
t" ¢ ’ . re ’ ) ) . . ..ﬁ-. .--. . ','::‘.V. ‘-‘ . !
* 1" B17F 42.30812 - Spare-Not used.. . - o gk L :
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g \ e e e Lt. Couch Bomb.?
fo] i e e
\\\ ' (\Q Tine: //Vb 5/gb. ¥.R, Jones Top T/ ~
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(W . e Observed RESULTS OF 3CuB ( r this /PJ-HIEO!' otheret)
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6« GROUND TARORTS ATacrED By GUNFIRE AKD YCESULTS Niudbe¥ ‘boxs's “rétasrned
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o cf bombs

- > e,
o o . - . R

8. WEATHER: (If it affected missi on) - 7/ -
74%% -/ 0 7o &2 W

9+ FLaK: &xco\lntered on olt, at target 'and on-way homes - .- .. .
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~— — i | serarate CLAIN FORL for
' 1 eaclf elaim.

11,  FIGHTER SUPPORT

Yo e

|

s

12,

- &

13,

s ,J;éué

OBSERVATIONS: ‘Give XD, PLACE, HEIGHT (List any observations of military
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(Give prsition, time, sltitude, full = —Lbw_Gud. Kinsay P v
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9. FLAX: Encountered on way out, at target and on way home.

Time Paiace Height  7Type (.igat, Color Tocation ~  Accuracy
of heavy). intense, of Bursts in re-
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 PABUAY B0

8,

9.

(Pripary) .
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12. OBSERVATIONS: Give mm:, PLACE, HEIGHT (List any observations of-military
importancé -such as balloons, decoys, dusties, camouflage, smoke soreens, enemy
signals; activity at airdrvomes, ports, water-ways, réads, railroad yerds; con-
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