15t Lt. Robert B. Hermann Former roommates as POWs



End of Line

THERE I WAS

Missions on which I flew in order -

10-9-42 Lille

11-7-42 Brest

11-8-42 Lille

11-9-42 3t. Nazaire
11=14-42 St. Nazaire
11=-18-42 LaPallice
11=-22-42 Lorient
12-10-42 Rouen
12-24-42 Romilly-sur-seine
1=27-43 Wilhelmshaven
2-2-43  Hamm

2-27-43 Brest

3-6=43 Lorient 12-1[2 missions

GROUP _AND SQUADRON

306th Bomb Group 367th Bomb Squadron

Stationed: Thurleigh, England - Station 114
Aircraft

types B-17
Crew
Position: Navigator
Sombat
Missions: 12-1/2
Targets: See above

We were coming off the bomb run when we were hit by A.A. fire
ahd: the number three enginge was set on fire., We were leading the
306th Bomb Group - about 40 miles out to sea the extinguishers
would not kill the fire - our l-'ow.mé?—f was falling off and the
hub was white hot. We made a turn to return to France - some of our
planes continued to fly with us until they saw that we were not going
to return to England on that day. I had to knock out the lower escape
door - I waited until I saw land below us and out I went in a tuck
position - after I jumped all ghe rest of the crew followed. The
Germans were shooting at us from the ground as we were probably only
at 3,000 feet of altitude when I left the plane. No one was hit by the

rifle fire, but it was some new experience to hear the bullets whizing by.
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When I hit the Bround I did a football roll block and let
the parachute blow away. I had an English chute that day which
gave you an immediate release after you turned the release and
hit it with your fist.

I was on my feet very quickly and started looking for the
best way to go. There was a very young German soldier pointing
his rifle at me. Up went my hands - for me the war was .2¥EL-

Eventually seven of us were taken to a nearby fighter air-
craft field by a school bus, The French people looked so sad
as they watched us leave - I was pretty happy myself.

The German officer at the air base told me in halting
English "You no try to escape - we shoot you"., He then apol6e
gized for his poor English - I said "You speak very good English
to me - I understand every word you said.

On the train to Paris the next day - Jim Laine and myself
were in a compartment with two German guards when a German
Oberleutenant(1st Lt) from a fighter group gave us a bottle of
water from Germany and told us not to drink any water in France
but this bottled water. From this German pilot I learned that
Gerald Simmons,our co-pilot had been killed. He told us that
they had yelled at him to halt (not his group) but from the
infantry division, but he kept running away - he was killed by
a rifle butlet to the back of his head.

The capture was really non-eventful - it seems that I had
been prepared for this since my early youth, Maybe because of
all my previous military training - two years R.0.T.C. and one

year C.M.T.C., I knew that some day this could happen.
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The real shocker was solitary confinement at Dulag Luft III -
interrogatéons/ center- north of Frankfort. MNo cigareets - limited
amout of food - so that the interrogation officer would have it
easier to get whatever information we had.

I defintely remember when the interrogation officer took me
t0 the main office and showed me an organization chart of the
whole Eighth Air Force., He wanted to know if any of the names
they had were incorrect. This question was easy - I told him I
didn't know a single person on that chart and I could stay in
solitary until the end of the war because I did not know any
name on that chart. I am sure that he knew I was just a dumb
1st Lt., and he took me back to my cell and said a group of us

would be leaving in a day or two - He was correct!
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nto the a.u' corps “Basic and
advanced training followed re-
spectively-at Ellington Field and
at Kelly Field, *both in Texas. |
He was assignec then to the See- |
ond Air Force at Wendover Field,.
Utah, then was on. 30 ‘days- of!
submarine patrol -out :of West-
over Field, Mass. " :
' “On’ Sept. 4, 1942, he relates. f
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‘We were the third bombardment 1
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n 10 hours and 20 mi;
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.t \Qhio; State umversnyvain .Aut|on Pearl Harbof,” he was taken|{( Please Tﬁm To ”dg@”b"CHtﬁS}"

e

st BEUTE 1%;:1 M

pair f,»mmmﬂ‘ % 0
forced “concrete- pens. We made
the': target r
bombs. R

“The Germans got thx ee planes,
all from our group. An .88 mm
shell hit "between our No. 3 en-
gine and the nose. The engine
caught fire and we started to
dive down, At- 3,000 feet we.
were over. the coast.’ thteen\
Focke-Wolfs, FW.180's, came up. |
One circled us, trying to guide
us to an’ mirfield on the ground.
The oth=rs went after our broken}
squadron. OQur top turret gun-:
ner opened up on the FW 190
which was circling us and blew
it out of the sky. Then we put|
the piane on. automatic piiot and’
we all bailed out.

“When I Ianded I rolled loose

from' the  °chute "and came up
ready to” run.. An 18-year-old
Wermacht trooper, armed with
a rifle and -two. potato masher
hand grenades, covered me and
I put up my hands. Our co-
pilot, Gerald L. Simmons, of
Payson, Utah, did run. A youth-
| ful Nazi trooper killed him with
a shot in' the back of the hea.
“Capt. John L. Ryan, the pilot,
broke his shoulder in landing.
Iie was taken by the French un-
derground and - spirited to Lon-
don, and is now transition in-
structor for B-29 work at Eglin
Field, Fla. He's coming to Chil-
licothe next month to see me.
“The top turret gunner, whom
I did not know, is still missing in
action, so far as I know. Seven of
us were captured by the Ger-
mans. First we were taken to
Brest, then to Rennes, France.
We-got out of the railroad sta-
tion there just before our group
eame in and gave it a plastering.
We were moved to Paris and then
to’ Frankfort-on-Main for inter-
rogation. I was one of those pick-
ed for interrogation and spent
three days and three nights in
the ‘sweatbox’, a cell made un-
bearably not'at night when it is
cool outside and made cold in the
day‘ume when outside it is
‘warm. /-
R Claimed Relationship
“The first” Nazi officer who .
came” to - interrogate me intro-
duced himself as 1st Lt. George
L. Hermann-When he learned my
|name’ ‘was also Hermann, he
i claimed-to be‘a distant relative,
|'Failing to get any. information
| from: me, he'ordered me |back
1 into the sweatbox. I stalled them
for: threer days and. nights, then
was - sent™to  the - regular . tom-
pound. : The ' next move. was:io
Offlag 21-B at' Bromberg, Poland,
50 miles-from Danzig. This camp,
operated by the’ Wehrmacht, icov- -
ered four acres and held 825 joffi:
cers. including . 125. Yanks: | sl |

buyer for it. Adter it became
‘organized, I would goiout

. “In-.th; Lo N

1943, we were’ movedﬁo 54
Germany, into what had servéd:
as'Herman Goering’s propaganda
‘camp. We were fed reasonabl:

>we11 there, by reason of the re-

ceipt weekly of about 10 pounds
of food supplied through Amen-r
can Red Cross to supplement the
meager diet forthcoming from!
our Nazi captors. We also had|
gardens and raised vegetables to
further supplement our diet. 1
specialized in tomatoes, onions
and flowers.
In Solitary Conﬂnement

“] spent some time in solitary
confinement at the Sagan camp
for helping & buddy in an escape
try. They got him.back and we
both were sent to solitary. Cn the
way from Poland to Sagan, we
switched names and identifica-
tion. He went through ‘identifi-
cation’ as Lt. Robert Hermann,
Chillicothe, 0., and I went
through as Norman L. Widen, of
Minnesota. Between Posen and
Sagan, my buddy jumped off the
{rain which then was traveling at
40 miles an hour. He injured his
knee and was retaken.

“Things got worse in the camp
after the Battle of the Bulge. In
January, 1945 came the ‘March of
Death’ from Sagan to Spremberg, |
80 miles away. The first night we
hiked 34 miles with full packs.
Everyone's feet froze. It was so
cold our shoes broke apart as we
walked. The main weight each
of us carried was food and an ex-
tra blanket. We couldn’t throw
anything away. At Spremberg we
boarded the familiar 40 and 8

g

Liberated April 297 )
“We were liberated Apnl) 29
1945 but did not get away firom
the camp for another eight diays.
On May 8, which was V-E IDay,
we were flown out to Liege, Bel-
gium, by mistake, then -ere
moved by truck to Namur,|Bel-
gium, where we remained’” two
days. A 26-hour train.wide.fels
jowed to Camp Lucky Strike near

Dieppe, France. I rema’ ned there |
until May 17, then went to Lon-
don and travelled all over Eng-
land until June 28. I visited my
old squadron, other bomb groups
and English friends.  Then ' on
June 29, I got aboard the U. S. 8.
Wisteria, a hospital ship and 18
days later we landed at Charles-
ton, S. C. I put through a long
distonce phone call to Eglin
Field, Fla., and talked with Ryan,
now a major.”

Lt. Hermann looks “fit as a
fiddle” and is expecting discharge
from service soon after report-
ing back on Aug. 28 to Darnall
hospital, Danville, Ky., where he
is under treatment for nervous,
ness. Upon his return there, he

tain and for the award of two
© Purple Heart medals and of secs|
wnd and third clusters to his Air]
edal, already decorated with
ne clustere .. ..
Wounded Tn 1942
Bob became , eligible for the
first Purple Heart when he was
wounded in action Dec. 20, 1942
while flying his eighth mission.
“We were over Romily-sur-Seine
when a 20 mm. came in between

b s i

hox cars and were taken to the
Moosberg prisor. camp, Stalag
7-A, 30 mles north of Munich.
Lost 45 Pounds

© 41 syeighed 160 pounds when:
captured, gamed 10 pounds in the
Sagan camp, in February and.
March, 1945 at Moosberg went
down to' 125 pounds and was
completely weak and cold and
had to stay in bed most of theg
time,

. “1 was assistant property n{r”t
cer at the Sagan camp, for4ig
property except 'food. Al "
berg the prisoners had an or
rired black market and I was§y

me and the bombardier,” Lt. Her-
mann said, “He was hit in fxve
places. One fragment struck me
in the leg and is still there. We
worked on the bombardier and
dropped our bombs. I shot down

our squadron went on the mis-

it home,

walks with guards and woulld
buy up food for my own blkck
market, operated for a cer taxq

group of prisoners. .

and have a full 13.”
ice From Stratosphere
The week before the squadron

is slated for promotion to cap-’

o , -

mamb rgers, white buns and
muor.» “But there was no ice

ble to cool the beverages.
A new bomber had been received

before -combat. Necessity bein
thé>mo . b
Ryan,” Lt: Hermann and a radio
operator toék. the ship up for the
itest flight,. but loaded pans of
water into every nvaﬁable inch
of floor space. g

Recalling the ﬂxght L‘t Her-
mann said: “We went up' to 37,500

low zero, centigrade.
ground the temperature - was
about 35 above, fahrenheit. We
came down with. about 100
pounds of ice all frozen for the
party.” - B

During the months at the Sa-
gan camp, the prisoners- studied
languages under native teachers’
who were also captives, radio,
meteorology, parliamentary. law,
arts, sciences and philosophy, and
engaged in.athletics and musical
hobbies; Lt. Hermann explained,

Thanks to the “Fighters For
Freedom’ birthday campaign in-
situted by the Gazette columnist,
Amelia Hydell, Lt. Hermann re~
ceived. 83 birthday- cards on his
25th birthday,: Dec. 25, 1943." He
noted down the addresses in a
book, intending to acknowledge
gll the cards when - sufficient
writing  material was ‘available,

[ oay 4 AR ERLE

gan to Spremberg .and:Lt. Her-
‘mann had: tg }eave the book be-

and had to be high altitude tested]|

ther of invention, .Capt.||!

feet. The temperature was 60 be-|
‘On the

Then came the /march from Sa-|

an FW190 which attacked us and
was awarded a cluster to my Air
Medal for it. We limped back to
base badly damaged. Six ships of

sion. Five were lost but we made

“The other Purple Heart is for
88 mm flak scratches I received
on March 6, 1943, when we were
shot down. The two other Oak |
Leaf clusters to the Air Medali
are for additional missions. For
26 months while we were prison-
ers we only had 12.5 missions to
our credit, but we are back now

's
i 13th mission started, the Clay
Pigeons threw a big party, with
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4. LAST RAME - FIRST MAME . MIDDLE IHITIAL 2. ARMY SERIAL HUMBER /2? W»pc

4. ARM OR SERVICE £. COMPOMENT

| ore

Hermann, Robert B. . 0 660 491 Capt
6. ORGAMNIZATION 7. DATE OF RELIEF . Fi CPARATION
FROM ACTIVE DUTY

367th Bomb 8¢ 20 Dec 1945 Danville, Xy

10. DATE OF BIRTH 1i. PLACE OF BIRTE

BGéth Bomb Gp,

5, PERMARENT ADDRESS FOR WAILING PURPOSES

25 Dec 1918 Chillicothe, Ohio

289 K High St., Chillicothe, Chio 5 De
2. ADDRESS FROM WHICH EMPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT 13. COLOR | t4. COLOR | i5. HEIGHT | 16. WEIGHT | 17. NO. OF
EYES HAIR | DEPENDENTS
| gee g Blue | Brown | M" 1750 | 0O
18, RACE 19. MARITAL STATUS 20,u.s.cimizen | 21 CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND RO.
waite | neero | ovner (specify) sINGLE | maRmiep | otuEr {Specify) | ves 1o
L X X Student College
, " MILITARY HISTORY
vl 22. REGISTERED | 28 LOCAL S. S. 24. COUNTY AND STATE 25, HOME ADDRESS AT TIME OF ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY
SELECTIVE " BOARD NUMBER
SERVICE ’ T
DATA
K ot
x Chillie othe, 0Ohio See 9

26. DATE OF ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY 27, MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY ARD NO.

10'34

23 May 1942 Navigator

éﬂ. BATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

. THE Eii -,
v T 40 é%%‘%’?;@* i

ith one Bi-onze Star s
'Ribbon, Air HMedal with

three blusters. ?ur;}le Beart with one Cluster.

30. WOUNDS RECEIVED IN ACTION

31, SERVICE SCHOGLS ATTENDED SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U. S. AND RETURN
DATE OF DEPARTURE DESTINATION DATE OF ARRIVAL

4 Sep 1942 |European The | 6 Sep 1942

Air Corps School

33. REASON AND AUTHORITY FOR SEPARATION

Reverted to an Inactive Status due

29 Jun 1945 - U.8. 16 Jul 1945

to Physieal Disguslificationg per ¥
34. CURRENT, TOUR OF ACTIVE DUTY
3E. EpucaTtion (years)
CONTIRERTAL SERVICE™ e e CRPORETGH S’E‘.R’\P"ﬁ N e - i - - s
YEARS MONTHS DAYS GRAVMAR SCHOOL HiGH SCHOOL COLLEGE

YEARS " MONTHS DAYS

0 8 16 2 10 12 g 4 5

INSURANCE HNOTICE
PRIMIUM 18 NOT PAID WHEN DUE OR WITHIN TIORIY-ONE DATS THURBAFTER, INSURANCE WIiLh LAPSEH.  MARR CHUCKS OR
8 SUBDIVIS ITERANS ADMINISTRATION, WASHINGTON 25,

MDZNLY CRDERS PAYABLE
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IMPORTANT TG T TREASURER COF THE U, 8. AND FORWARD TO COLLECTIONS SUBDIVISION, VE
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WD AGO FORM 53-98 This term supersedes all previous editions of

1 November 1944 WD AGO Forms 53 and 280 for officers entitled
to a Certificate of Service, which will not be

used dfter receipt of this revzsmn i




A AF PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTION COMMAND

Liaison Office at
DARNALL GENERAL HOSPITAL
Danville, Kentucky

19 September 1948

Lt; Robert B. Hermann
289 Nerth High Street
Chillocothe, Ohio

" .Dear Lt. Hermann:

Please send me a detailed description of the circumstances
surrounding your receipt of wounds which would entitle you to
the award of the Burple Heart, in order that I may prepare a
recommendation that the award be made here at this hospital in
compliance with Letter, The Adjutant Generals Office, 12 Sept-
ember 1945, File AG 580 § OB-S=A-SPGAM=M.

Delay in instituting this recommendation was necessitated
by our having to awailt atranseript of decorations which you have
received, which has just arrived.

Also I would like to know if both the Eustinbuzshed Flylng
Cross and the Air Medal and Oak Leaf Clusters have been presemted
to you in formal cerimonies and alse if you have received the
actual medals.

Sb@at this information back to me in a hurry so I can be ,
sure to have all medals ready which you have not already receliyv”

Yours truly,

A
o ’aﬁﬂ/\w S L L

EDWARD L., RICHMOND
Captain, Air Corps
AAF Hosp Liaison Off
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SUBJECT:

WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
vt B. WASHINGTON 25, . T.

Promotion.

i. The President, on this date, promoted you to the grade
of First Lieutenant, Air Corps Reserve, in the Army of the United
States, under the provisions of Public Law 97, 77th Congress, and
Section 37, National Defense Act, as amended.

2. Neither an acceptance nor an ocath of office is necessary
as this promotion will be regarded as having been accepted on this
date. A commission evidencing this promotion will be issued. How-
ever;, if you are serving overseas when this commission is mailed,
it will be mailed to your nearest relative for safekeeping.

3. If you dre now serving under a commission of an equivalent
or highsr temporary-grade in the Army of the United States or in
the Army of the United States-Air Corps, you will continue to serve
under that commission,

4s Two coples of this letter are attached as this promotion
will not be announced”in War Department Specisl Orders.

By order of the Secretary of War:

‘\51};

djutant General.




18 November and 9 Dece

_ Forces of the United States, Next of kint
;.Clmton, Mlssour...a C

BEADQU"E TRS LIGHTH ATIR FCRCE
Office of the Coumanding General

1 February 1943.

GENERAL ORDER)

F S U U

WO..,......ll)
- SECTION
JHARDS, POSTH UVODS, OF AIR I D;_L A S R AL L L N
! EDS’, OF DTJTS’.:\}GUISHSD PLYING CROSS 3¢ 3 % 36 36 3¢ 36 3% 3 36 % 3¢ % 3¢ IT
AIRDS OF ATR VE N % A 3 3 S 3 8 3 S 3 3 3% 3 36 3 % % TIT
DS OF 04K L TR I I S S I S IV
£ ENT TO G.0 !flO, Hx%-., EICHTH AIR FORCE 1943 % % 3 % % % % % V.

T. Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 8 August 1932, as
ame d@&, and pursusnt to authority contained in Section I, Circular 7k, HA.,
ETOUSA, 18 November 1942, the AIR MEDAL is awarded posthumocusly to the
foll ovmn" naned Office rs.

EDWARD P 0-23482, Mujor, 91lst Bombardment Group (H), Arny Alr
Forces, Un.‘,tud“ s Ariay. For exceptionally neritorious achievement while
serving as Pilot of a B«l’? airplune, on five aerial couwbst nissions over
enemy occupied Continental Burope, 17 November, 18 Novenber, 22 Noveuber,

6 December and 20 Deceiber 1942. The courage and skill displayed by Major
Myers,uéon these occasions reflect highest credit upon himself and the Armed

Forces of the United States. Next of kin: Jrs.- Po'trlva Ce ’xyers, Tldes hotel

Redd:mgton Beach St. Pt,twr,_»bur&, Flomda.'

M«Js,, 0-660486, 1st leutenant BQéth Borbwrd@ent sroup (H) 5
Al United -States Arny. For e:«;ccmtlan 11y ueritorious achievement.
while serving as Navigator on a B-17 alrpl»me,' on five zerial combat rissions :
over eneny occupied Continental Europe, 7 Hoveuber, 9 November, 17 November,

sbar 1942 The courage and-skill ﬂlsr)lwed 5 L;Leutcnant
Grines upon these occasions reflect hs_gh@s’c credit upon himself and the Armed
Mrs.g L Grlmes, 53.7 East Je?fcrsoz

ATy

GRO‘”?R C. BENTINCK, 0=726111, Qnd L:Leutemmt 305tﬁ Bomburarhent Group (H),

;. Army Air Forces, United States Arny. For m'c«,pt_a_ondlly 1.;61’.;,{301“101,{8 achievenent
y while s’ii'irWing a$ Bormbardier on.a B-17 airplane, on fl‘Vc aerial coubat ndssions

 .over eneuy occupied Continental Eurdpe, 17 Novepber,. 18 Novernber, .22 Novenber,
.23 Novénbetr and 6 Decenber 1942. The Courage and SK:L.LE. displzyed by Lieutenant

ABbﬁ‘bll’lOk upon these occasions reflect. hi ighest credit upon humelf and the Armed

Forces ‘of the United States. WNext of kin: rs G. C. Bembinck, Jr., 347 vest
55th Street, New York Gity, N.Y. < o

"'*'ngém ions 600~hp, nugust 1932, as
ntained in Section I, C:mcular Thy Hl.,
”SHfAD FT*\’ZCNG CROSS - is C»Wurdbd to the

TT. Under the provisions of .4
nded, and pursuant to. mthor;ty i
S’;, 18 November 1942, the DISTL
owing named Ofi‘chrs. o




)5 ~7% ROBELT B. i’*fm AN, O-660491, 2nd Lieutenant, 306th Bombardment Group (H),
=0t Army Air Forces, United states Ay For exceptionally meritorious achievement
while serving as Navigator on a B-17 airplune, on five ae rial combat missions

o over enemy occupied Coxtlnental‘uurane 9 Qctober,wzmwovembe 8 Novemcer,
nant | G- Novenber and 18 November, 1942, The courage and skill Q+SUlayed by Mleuten—
ed 1 ““ant Heriann upori Lhe 5€ eccasions reflect highest credit upon himself and the

Armed Forces OI the United States, Home address: 289 N, High Street,
Cnillicothe, T ' T
)5 , - THECDORE A. JANKOWSKI, 0-726247, 2nd Lieutenant, 306th Bombardment Group
f&ni ‘ (H), Army Air Ferces, United States prmy. For exceptionally meritorious
rong achievement while serving as Co-Pilot on a B-17 airplane, on five aerial combat

L , ‘miss oris over enemy occupied Continental Burope, 9 October, 9 Novvmberg 11 Nov~
ten- ‘ e “r, 17 November and 12 Decenber, 1942. The courage and skill displayed by
e tun‘unankowaklu@on these cccasions reflect hilghest credi* upon himself
ver, and the Armed Ferces of the United States. Home address: 28 Darrow Street,

' South River, New Jersey. ' ~ ' -

PO IEVIQ P, JORNSON, JR., 0-661846, 2nd Lieutenant, 306th Bombardment Group
ment (1), Army'mxr Forces, United States army. For exceptionally meritorious achieve
18 ment while serving as Co-Pilot on & p-17 airplane, on five aerial combat missic
W, cver ereiy occupied Continental Burope, 9 October, 7 November, 8 November,

- 9 Wovember and 17 November, 1942, The courage and okill displayed by Lieuten-

ant Johnson upon uhése cccasions reflect highest credit upon himself and the
Armed Eorcu of the United States. Home address: Crummies, Ken+ufﬁy.
) , CARL G. JONES, 0+725988, 2nd Lieutenant, 306th Bombardment group (w), Army
DI : Air Forces, United States Army. For excepbionally meritoricus achievement :
*emﬁn? | while serving as Navigator on a E-17 airplane, on five aerial combat missions
sionst o er enemy occupied Continental Europe, 9 October, 9 November, 14 November ,
o 17 November and 18 November, 1942. The courage and skill displayed by Lie utenw
sutens ant Jones upon these occasions reflect highest credit upon himself and the
L Armed Forces cof the United states. Home address: 1136 Hazel Apvenue, ILima; Ohio,
Siloar ' . :
, STANIEY N. KISSE NBERTH, 0726039, 2nd Tieutenant, 306th RBombardment Group
By (H), Army Air Porces, United States Army. TFor exceptionall" meritorious achieve
up (B ment while serving as Bombardier on a B~17 airplane, on five aerial combat
vemen missions over enemy occupied Continental Burops, 9 Qcto ber, 7 November, & Novem-
sions ber, 9 November and 17 November, 1942, 7The courage and skill displayed by Lleu-
€Ty tenant Kissenberth upon these occasions reflect highest credit upon himsel '
euten- and the Armed Forces of the United States. Fome dudreus j4 V. Lynwood, Pﬂoenlx
d the Arizona. ' ' '
wator: .
BOBFRT B. KYLIUS, 0-726043, 2und Lieutenant, 306th Bomb ardLbnt Group (P),
Army Air Forces, Unlt :d States Army For cxccaulopdl'“ meritorious achievement
), while serving ab Vuﬂb&T&L r on a B-17 zirplane, on five aerial combat missions
@V?mﬁnté - over enewy occupied Continental Euronb, 9 ‘pctober, § November, 14 November,
ssionS 17 November and 18 Mov er, 19@2. The courage and skill dlsb layed by Livuten~
cuber, ant Kylius upon these occasions rellect highest credit upon himself and the
eutenar Armed Forecs of the United States. Home address: 802 Cedar Street, Yankton,
med Scuth Dakota. : ' ' '
1Oa
- 13 -




WAR DEPARTIIENT

HEADQUARTERS COF THZ ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON .
May 23, 1942,
PERSONNEL CRDERS )
Ho. 123 )
EXTRACT

49, The following-named Second Lieutenants, Army Alr Forces

Res serve, are rated AIRCRAFT OBSERVERS, (Aerial Wavigators); under the

prov1sxons of Army Regulations 95=60, ¥ar Department, 1941, and para-
graph 3 d (2) (e), Circular 50-10, Office of the Chief of the Air Corns,
dated June 30, 1941 and as umcnded° ,

St
SZ

James Walter Knapp
John Warren Lauderdale
Jarren Milner Lewis
John Robert Patterson
Victor Hugh Franco
Peter Jason Fryer
Harold Barl Gaslin
William John Gise, Jr.

o
b

s in

All order

By command;

OFFICIAL

£
v

<

JOHH H,  WALLS,
lst Lt., Army Air Forces,
Assistant Chicf,

Military Personnel Division,

A TRUE @ITRACT COPY

/S/ E. W. BARNEST
/T/ E. W, BARMNZST
lst, Lt., AAF

Assistant 3cereteory,

R

£ COPY:

s

&
i 1

/ m:m

.1. t At" A A.-_g

o
o
3

o
>R
[
Sk

Charles Louis Grimes, Jr,
Patrick Louls Guglielmo
Forrest Dana Hartin
Robert Burnard Hermann
Regis John Newland
Bernard Lewis Otto
George Joseph Spelman

i
32
NS
5

conflict with this order are revoked,

. of Licutenant General Arnold:

J, H, BEVAIS,
Colonel, Army Air Forces
Dircctor of Personnel,



nitials

DECQRATzONs AND AWARDS BRANCH,
, MILITARY PERSONNEL DIVISION, ACO. . paf Nov 45
RECORD OF AWARD OF DECORATION BY AGENCY OTHER THAN WAR DEPARTMENT

Last Name First Name Middle Initial Serial No. Grade

B. o-660k91 | 1st It

Foreign Others

Station or APO G.O. No. Section ’ Date
ke YIiir 17 Apr 43

Type of Award R | Posthumous DO NOT WRITE [N
. COLUMN BELOW

i,

Oak-Leaf Clusters S ‘ Number Posthumous

Alr Medal e ) | 1 wo

By Command of ) S i Amended Revoked




n

L ; DECORATIONS AND AWARDS BRA\‘T‘H ¢ Initials__ ’ . k
By ’ MILITARY PERSONNEL DIVISION, AGO. Date© Wov 45
?ECQRD OF AWARD OF DECORATION BY ACENCY OTHER THAN \?\/AR DEPARTMENT
Last Name : - First Nam‘e M:dd e Initial oena No. ' Grade
i RO B. 1gt
rgsniza‘r?oh 5 Foreign Others

Station or APO C-®3°~ ] Se% Di% M h%

Posthumous DO NOT WRITE IN

1 Type of Award
| COLUMN BELO

Oak-Leaf Clusters ‘Number Pasthumous
Alr Medal 1 - Neo
By Command of Amended Revoked

1 Maj. Gen.

CITATION




REPORT OF PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
(See AR 40-160 and 40~105)

Instructions.—Unless otherwise prescribed, this form will be used for all physical examinations of officers. rurses, or warran it as such in the Regular Army, National
Guard, or Officers’ Reserve Corps; and enrollment in the Reserve Cfficers’ Training Corps.  Use typewriter ¥ practicable. Atmr,h p&am addatmnal she»eta if required.
(Last name) {Middle initial) {Serial number)

- £ T " ' 5 . e

2. . it ite Bk Orp., 8/C Asge 26 Years of service 3
{Grade) {Organization and arm or service) (Nearest birthday) (Whole number only)

3. Nature of examination ! speceial Component of Army 2
4, Typhoid vaccination. No. series completed? — Last series 19

MY e ¥ Ty eof reaction ...
wid and Typhus - 18 June 1945

5. Date of last smallpox vaccination
6. Other vaccination or immunity tests

7. Medical hlstory

i‘zﬁm‘% &s result ol sledding awm@zz«i in 1932, byt w ‘
3 ‘ @:w‘zsmwfmg

Sl

8. Eyes i ropin.
Distant vision: Right 29/ S - correctible to 20/ %ﬁt by ¢ i %,;% ______ %; enses
(Snexlen type) Left 20/_____- ﬁf ........ correctible to 20/ 24 by *
Near vision: Right J#..__ > correctible to  J# by *
(Jaeger type) Left j#.m~---§ ________ correctible to  J# by *
Refraction  {under cycloplegic): Right . : Left
Color perception (red and green) ® H -.?;.,_‘f_'_'_"
9. Fars
Hearing (fow conversatmnal voice): Rxght 5/15 (0 Lefth5/15 F. Audiometer (percent loss): Right Left .
10. Nose and throat Hormal
11, Teeth:” = Right (FExaminee’s) Left . . ‘ .
75 4 3 21 12345687 8¢ Iﬁﬁ;??:;iiﬁ;i?}:;ﬁ::ﬁb??g b? ‘(O; nonrestorable carious teeth
@15%13 211109 91011 12133K15 16
Remarks, including other defects sone

. N poes
Classification LY

Prosthetic dental appliances
12. Posture Good . £ X
(Excellent, good, fair, bad) (Slender, medium, stocky, ohese) (Light, medn..m heavv)
13, Temperature 9846 Height 722 _inches. Weight ._.17% pounds. Chest: Rest 33 _inches; inspiration .37 .._ inches;
expiration _22___inches. Abdomen 3k inches.
14. Cardiovascular system: Heart mad,
Blood pressure: S. ____: 110 D. 4

Two minutes after exercise _______ 78 Chara.cter e ADTE

Arteries Vanccse veins
15. Respiratory system » -
16. X-ray of chest -------------ﬁ@%@?’% 0 22 dume 1943,

17. Skin and lymphatics Endocrine system Hormal

18. Bones, joints, and muscles

19, Abdominal viscera
20. Hernia

Hemorrhoids

1 Appointment. S t, annual, active duty, specxa]

2 Reg'dar Army: Natmna! Cuard Officers” Reserve Corps; Reserve Oficers’ Training Corps.

3 If annual physical examination, record only for past year.

4 I annual physical examination, record only distant and near vision, and state whether defect is properly corrected.
5 When indicated.

6 Not required for annual physical examination,

7 If rejected for appointment in Regular Army because of malocclusion, send plastei' models to the Surgeon General.

8 Reguired for candidates for commission.

W D., A. G. O. Form No. 63 |
’ August 1, 1939 o




21, Jemvo—urmary system
22. Nervous system 50

23. Laboratcry procedures: Kaim S - Wassermann ! ~

Urinalysis: Sp. gr. L.024 Albumin g@g - Suzar HEle

Microscopical (if iudicated} 1

Other laboratory procedures

24. Remarks on defects not sufficiently described £ iee Fs

26. Is the uidmdual ;
‘ If ves, spe@ y ¢

BETESTETSTTRCEEY e COTPSa

Corps.

(D»itc)
! - M bt il Corps.
. ... (ameand grade)
o oo AstInd®
To the Commanding General .. o T ———
‘Remarks and recommendations .- oo ool

. (Namc) - . ‘ .

t (G;:ézde}} T e (O‘-famza’rzona 1d 2rm or service)

Cbn:zma:zdmg.
o z&maz o L
‘ ’1‘9;.'-___ TG "he A& jutant e“aﬁral ‘ '

1 Required for candidates for commission. : .
2 State action taken on recommendations of the board, If incapacitated for active service, state whether action by retiving board is recommended

Y. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—10006




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Tis i o cerlyty hal
ROBERT B. HERBAKNK
WO 660 491;" ' CAPTAIN &, Air Corps"

%mwfﬂf/% served v aclove Federal gﬂwww
e e Mﬁ% %/ e Unetodd Sloates %WZ

23 MAY 1942 45; 20 DECEMBER 1945
G v . DARNALL GENFRAL HOSPITAL, DAWILLE, KENTUCKY

g A 20th a/ﬂy @/ DECEMBER v

FRANK H. DIXON,
Colonel, HMedical Corps,
Commanding.

45



The President has requested that the enclosed certificate be sent in memory of your beloved,
deceased veteran. If this certificate contains an error, or arrives in an unacceptable
condition, or if you wish additional certificates for other family members, please
- write to the following address: ~

Office of Presidential Correspondence
Attention: Code VA-NCS
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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3}7.

~ ARMY AIR FORCES
Certificate of Appreciation

FOR WAR SERVICE

Robvert B, Hermann

g CANNOT meet yon personally to thank you for a job well done; nor can I
hope to put in written words the great hope I have for your success in future life.

Together we built the striking force that swept the Luftwaffe from the skies
and broke the German power to resist. T he total might of that striking force was
then unleashed upon the Japanese. Although you no longer play an active mili-
tary part, the contribution you made to the Air Forces was essential in making us
the greatest team in the world.

The ties that bound us under stress of combat must not be broken in peacetime.
Together we share the responsibility for guarding our country in the air. We
who stay will never forget the part you have played while in uniform. We know
you will continue to play a comparable role as a civilian. As onr ways part, let me
wish you God speed and the best of luck on your road in life. Our gratitude and
respect go with you.

COMMANDING GENERAL
ARMY AIR FORCES
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Aviation feded Dobert B
Tz Uy
Kelly Pield, Teuss

{Appointed 2nd Lt., AireRes.)
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HEADQUARTERS
GULF COAST AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER

Office of the Commanding General
Randolph Field, Texas

MAY 23 1942
In reply
refer to: AG 201 Hermsnn, Hobert Burnard
(1-1-42)
Subject: Appointment under Section 3%, ?
National Defense Act, as amended.
Avigtion Cadet Robert Purnsrd Hermann o
To: U,8.4, A 0-660,401

Kelly Field, Texas

(Appointed 2nd Lt., Air-Res.)

1. The Secretary of War has directed me to inform you
that the President has appointed and commissioned you in the Army
of the United States, effective this date, in the grade and section
shown in address above. Your serial nuxber is shown after A.

2. You will not perform the duties of an officer under
this appointment until specifically called to active duty by com-
petent orders.

3. There is inclosed herewith a form for oath of office,
which you are requested to execute and return promptly to the agency
from which it was received by you. The execution and return of the
required oath of office constitute an acceptance of your appoint-
ment. No other evidence of acceptance is required. This letter
should Dbe retained by you as evidence of your appointment.

By command of Major General Harmon:

Inclosure: Adjutant General.

Form for oath of office.

Corps Area:___ 5th

Date of Acceptance MAY 23 1942

Permanent Address:__289 North High

Chillicothe, Chio
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WER DEPARTIE
MESSAGEFORM

15 July 1945
Republic 6700

Telophone Ho, Bat. 79679

[N

g§§mmgﬁfw?{ AGC, Militery Persconel Division  Officers' Record
SRRDE CE SRS - AT ov seryise} (Division) {Branch) (Sectina}
_Munitions Building, Vashington 25, D, C. . . i Room 1507

e

Addvess .~

WIRE OR BADIO

— .
Tor | |

oo , S -

lr, Oscar H, Hermann Urgent.......—. =

Priocily S—

209 Horth High Street
Chillicothe, Ohio

| Ordinary
i Registered .

Bouline. .0
Deforred. ...

§ Week on

Initial of officer
easlgning precedence

oy L7 4
0 zf/.zl

Any message not X'd for predsdence
will be sent “Delerred.”

RSSO ——

. G ©, Fo

MESSAGE:

Dear Mr, Hermann:

This is in reply to your telegram dated 12 July 1945, requesting
information cencerning your son, Firsi Lieutensnt Robert B. Hermamn,
é%ir SG):‘PSg Oéé{}i}gle« : 5 s R W%ﬂi R I

E “ &
The records of this office show that Lieutenant Hermann is enroute
to the United States, however, there is no official report of his arrival
as yet, but he will undoubtedly contact you when he arrives,

h

It is hoped the .zbove information will relieve your present anxieiy
and that yeu will have some personal word from your son in the very near
future,

Sinceraly yours,

IH S

s M. BOL




o S?Vtate”f'ﬂe No.-.
Regiétrar’s No_.

(If outsxde:city or
2&2 Cherry Ste

~(If rural, give location)

Village, Write RURAL)

§. DATE OF.

‘pregnanc

‘ : 7;.,Weight, at
“birth

8 Is mozher .
‘ mamed? h 4

MOTHER OF CHI

15 ull mzuden name

rthplace
(Cxty, town, or county) i(%tate or ferexgn ca try

19. Usual occupation__ Housew

,‘_’,5. 20. Industry or business -

o8

f i : 22 Date serologic test for syph;lL
O A

-5 ( a) How many other childrm of th:s mnthf:r are no i a) I none, give reason .

g 9

:5-3, § ( b) How ‘ma; ; i 23 Mother’s uﬁual maﬂmg addr &
Eg: {1:) How man chsidren were bom dead? G § 202 e

é 2] (Tke total of a-b—c :ﬁould equal ltm 21) Ghllh cot, he, 0,
% R -

LB :

wE ,who as bnrn ahve at the hour of_g_lQ._A_&,M on the date above state:

atnce Hermanmated to this child as mother :

26 Date received by iocal regxstrar i

"S:gnature <

: Do not wrxte

Co De Legge‘ht, Me Do

geeify if physician, licensed midwife or other)

E. Second St., Ghilllcothe,

Date sxgmﬂd

W in this space | 7




C HERMANN, R.B.

N. \‘*. "‘12 - 7

T

SR A XN

AIR CO PPS ADVM\C*'D -FLYING SCH@Qﬁ

Kelly Field, Texas |
Aviation Cadet (Nav)®

is auﬂwrmed to enter U. S.
Military Reservation at Kelly
Field, Texas.

REGISTRA MERTIFICATE

This is to certify that in accordance with the

Selective Service Proclamation of the President of the United States

ocB3SR T __ﬁ__e__RA_/_ﬁ./,EQ _._/_%_fm_«ﬂma_/_

2
@
< (First name) (Middie name} (Last name)
______7_\_8_3___13_/____/_%4& _______ . Qhillicothe flossO
= ~ (No. and street or R. F. D. No,; mt;v DI‘ town, eounty and mtate) |

P % has been duly registered this ,.J_(p._ day of .o Qﬂ._t _______ : 192‘.?
=

R P o Wateon ..
- Eﬂ i : (S;gn'jre ol rewmtrar} A :
5 8 Reﬁlstr&r for _.9':!___9_ ‘t_é\jg. Na I/?ﬁ-ﬂf . _Cp .I_SS_Q.,_.LG

(Precinct) . (Ward) (City or unty} (State)
Keen in touch with your T.ocal Boar d. ‘

BL ALERT { Notify Local Board immediately of change of address.

CARRY THEHIS CARD WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES

. ™, Form 2 : 16—17105




THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
THIS 1S TO CERTIFY THAT |
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ORDER OF
GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON, AUGUST 7T, 178
HAS AWARDED

THE PURPLE HEART

Vg‘!@
CAPTAIN ROBERT B. HERMANN, 0660491
Air Corps, Army of the United States

| FOR -
WOUNDS RECEIVED IN ACTION

European Theater of Operations’

2

6 March 1943
GX“VEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
/ / THIS 10th DAY OF  April 1950

SECRETARY OF T}IW rOrRcE -

_ {@otonel, USAF
Alr” Adjutant Genera?




THE UNITED OF AMERICA

TO ALL ’W’EE@ %HEQ&LL SEE THESE PRESE? ’”M GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER!
AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, MAY 11, 1942
| HAS AWARDED

TIHHE AIR L\IEDAL

and Two Osak leaf Clusters

CAPTAIN ROBERT B. HERMANN, 0660491
Alr Corps, Army of the Unilted States

FOR
(TORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT
%3 P’Ti@ﬂ? ATNP IN AERIAL FLIGHT
European Theater of Operations

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
// jg THIS  10tha DAY OF April 1950

SECRETARY OF THE/AIR FORGE

XXTEA T ¥ L
%f W i g EL: gﬁz

éolone.’a USAF
Air Adjutant Gensred




Timeline of Service

Captain Robert B Hermann
8™ Army Air Corp, 306" Bomb Group, 367" Bomb Squadron
Navigator Boeing B-17F-30-BO, #42-5130, Sweet Pea, Pilot, Capt. John L Ryan

From: 289 North High Street, Chillicothe, Ohio

Born: 25 Dec 1918

Died: 22 July 1990 Elgin, IL

Buried: Arlington National Cemetery, Washing DC, Section 70 Grave #1821

Serial Number: 0-660491

6 Dec 1941, Enlisted as Aviation Cadet Fort Hayes Columbus Ohio

11 Dec 1941, Basic training at Ellington Field Texas

7 Feb 1942, Navigation School, Kelly Field Teas

23 May 1943, Commissioned 2™ Lt

9 June 1942, Assigned to 306" Bomb group at Wendover Air Field Utah

6 Aug 1942, Transferred to Westover Air Field MA

5 Sept 1942 — 8 Sept 1942, Flew overseas to Thurleigh England,

31 Dec 1942, Promoted to 1°t Lt

6 Mar 1943, Shot down on mission to Lorient France, MACR- 15568

8 Mar to 17 Mar1943, Sent to Dulag Il Frankfort Germany for interrogation
20 Mar to 8 Apr 1943, Sent to Oflag 21B

Apr 1943 to Jan 1945, POW Stalag Luft lll, Sagan Germany (now Zagan Poland)
Jan 1945, Marched to Stalag VIl A, Mossburg Germany

29 Apr 1945, Liberated

16 July 1945, Returned to USA

8 Oct 1945, Promoted to Captain

20 Dec 1945, Discharged Danville Ky.

Missions List:

9 Oct 1942, Lille France (Pilot Capt. John Ryan)

7 Nov 1942, Brest France

8 Nov 1942, Lille France (Pilot Capt. Lambert)

9 Nov 1942, St. Nazaire France

14 Nov 1942, St. Nazaire France

18 Nov 1942, La Pallice France

22 Nov 1942, Lorient France

12 Dec 1942, Rouen France

20 Dec 1942, Romilly-sur-Seine France



Timeline of Service

Missions List: (Cont.)

27 Jan 1943, Wilhelmshaven Germany (First Over Germany)

2 Feb 1943, Hamm Luxembourg

27 Feb 1943, Brest France

6 Mar 1943, Lorient France (Shot Down)

Note: Claimed shooting down 3 enemy aircraft

Medals/Awards:

Distinguished Flying Cross (for action on 12 DEC 42 mission)

Air Metal with 2 Oak leaf Clusters, 1 Feb 1943, 17 Apr 1943, 13 Mar 1943
Purple Heart with one with Oak Leaf Cluster, 20 Dec 1942 & 6 Mar 1943,
American Campaign with one Bronze Service Star
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign with one Bronze Service Star
American Defense

World War Il Victory

Prisoner of War, Stalag Luft Il Mar 1943 to Apr 1945



